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Ordering Info; Visa, MasterCard or COD. No personal Checks 
No surcharge for credit cards. COD add $3.75 
.Ohio residents add 5.5% state tax. 1Q% Restocking fee. 
Shipping Info; Free shipping on Orders over $1 00 . in the 
continental USA. APO & FPO actual frelght.We ship UPS.. 
International : Actual freight. 


divisionol Vaifo Inc. 


P.O. Box 811 - Elyria, Ohio 44036 


Tech Info & Fax 216-926-3842 
9AM- 9PM EST call for catalog 




1040 STE-$399 520STE-$339 
STE SIMMS lmeg each - $50 
MEGA STE computers- CALL!! 

SM124 mono monitor - $170 
SC 1435 14" color monitor - $349 
PORTFOLIO - call !! 




Supra 2400 baud - $94 w/MNP5 - $119 
Supra 2400 Plus- $149 Modem cable - $7 
Zoom 2400 baud modem - $74 
Zoom 2400 V.42bis- $155 
Zoom 9600 w/V.42bis- $429 


MKOIiUM 


Master 3S-$129 

Master 3S-D(has track indicator)- $140 
Master 5S (5.25") -$199 
Atari SF314 - $139 
Utm extension $ ft - $i,? t pg 


90disks- $24.95 
135disks- $31.95 
120disks- $32.9^ 


3.5 


f 

Z-Ram - 2.5 or 4 megs - $85 

(Board w/chips 2.5Megs- $181 4 Megs- $277) 

Z-Ram/2.5- 520 ST-2.5Meg - $75 

(Board w/chips 2.5Megs- $171) 

Z-Ram /Mega II- 4Megs - $75 

(Board w/chips- $171) 

1 Meg 80ns Chips $6.ea 
JR1 Memory Board(uses simms)- $99 
SIMMS lmeg each - $50 


AdSpeed- $239 
Adspeed STE- $249 
Blitz cable w/software - $46.95 
Cleanup ST - $25 
D.E.K.A. interface- $95 
Drive Master - $32 
DVT-VCR hd backup - $69.95 
Flaslidrive case- $139 
HP DeskJet 500 printer - $559 
ICD Advantage Plus w/clock - $93.77 
ICD Advantage (no clock) - $83.77 
50pin SCSI dual drive cable - $10 
ICD Advantage Micro (Mega's) - $77 
Lantech Local Area Network- $299 
Mega Touch Springs - $9.49 


Migraph Hand Scanner(w/Touchup) - $239 
Monitor Master - $32 
Monitor Stand (adjustable) - $14 
Monitor Stand w/power switches - $45.95 
Mouse Master - $26 Mouse mats - $5 
Mouse (Atari) - $48 
Mouse (Golden Image) - $37 
Mousestick (Gravis)- $65 
Multisynch Monitor (Acer) - $439 
Omniswitch - $79 
Panasonic KPX-1124 24pin - $299 
PC Speed $199 
AT Speed (16MIIZ version)- $369 
Speed Bridge (Mega or STE) - $65 
Spectre GCR(cart)- $215 
Printer or Modem Cable - $7 
Star NX1001 9pin printer - $160 
Star NX-2420 24pin printer - $279 
ST/time (under rom clock) - $43 
Supercharger W/l Meg - $419 
Supercharger Power Supply - $26.95 
Synchro Express - $79 
TC Power (software for IBM emulators) - $39.95 
Trackball (Kraft)- $59 
Turbol6 Accelerator - $257 
Tweety Board - $27 
Universal Printer Stand - $13 
Vidi ST - $124.95 Vidi-Chrome ST - $34.95 
. Z-Keys (use IBM keyboard) - $96.95 


$89 

3.5" drives only 


3.5 M H x 7 M W x 11"L 


Complete with the following 
features 

* on/off switch up front 

* removable power cord 

* fan 

* mounting hardware 

* SCSI cable for 2 drives 

* Expandable holds 2 drives * 

* SCSI thru optional 


$124.95 


3.5”H x 15"W x 15"L 


Complete assembled unit, using ICD ADSCSI Plus /ICD ADSCSI or Supra host(w/clock) and software, 
hard drive, SCSI cable, and fan! Ready to plug in and use.. All units have a one year warranty. (Syquest & 
Quantum drives 2 years). Available without clock for $10 less. 


M IXE S only 

ST125N-1 3.5" 20MEGS 28MS $239 
ST138N-1 3.5" 30MEGS 28MS-$259 
ST296N-1 5.25” 85MEGS 28MS-$315 
ST1096N 3.5" 85MEGS 24MS-$359 
QUANTUM 3.5" 52MEG 17MS - $279 
QUANTUM 3.5" 105MEG 19MS - $369 
QUANTUM 3.5" 168MEG 15MS- $625 
QUANTUM 3.5“ 210MEG 15MS - $700 
QUANTUM 3.5” 425 MEG 12MS- $1305 

SYQUEST 44DRIVE&CARTRIDGE-$429 
EXTRA 44 meg CARTS- $80ea 

SYQUEST88DRIVE&CARTRIDGE- Call! 
EXTRA 88 meg CARTS-Call! 


Complete systems ready to use! 

* 20 MEG 28MS- $459 

* 30 MEG 28MS- $479 
*52 MEG 17MS- $499 

85 MEG 28MS- $539 

* 85 MEG 24 MS- $579 

* 105 MEG 17MS - $589 

* 168MEG 15MS - $845 

* 210MEG 15MS - $920 

* 425MEG 12MS - $1523 

* Can go in new 3.5"Hd case for $35 less 
SYQUEST 44MEG REMOVABLE- $629 
SYQUEST 88MEG REMOVABLE- $Call 


Removable & HD combinations 

52 MEG 17MS & 44 - $909 
85MEG 28MSEC & 44 - $948 
85MEG 24MSEC & 44 - $988 
105MEG 19MSEC & 44 - $998 
168MEG 15MSEC & 44 - $1254 
210MEG 15MSEC &44 -$1329 
425 MEG 12MSEC &44 -$1952 

DUAL 44MEG SYQUEST -$1076 
DUAL 88MEG SYQUEST -call!! 
For 88meg Removable & HD 
combinations add $150 
Call for other combinations! 

































































Make your 
8'bit 
a 

Workhorse! 



.with power products from 

Computer Software 
Services 


Power products for your XL/XE computer 


$99.95 


THE XF SINGLE DRIVE UPGRADE 


$99.95 


Double the storage capacity of your XF551 with our 3.5" 720k single drive upgrade! Included 
with the upgrade is a Sony 3.5" disk drive in a 5.25” faceplate that perfectly replaces the existing 
5.25" drive. The 3.5" drives are newer technology, more reliable, and easier to handle. Do NOT 
confuse this with public domain upgrades! The completely re-written drive OS adds these 
features: 

• Fixes incompatibilities with commercial software 

• Eliminates density reconfiguring problems 

• Switches to second side without reconfiguring 

• Ultra Speed I/O compatible 

• Very high speed sector skew in US mode 

• Capable of reading IBM and/or ST disks 

• Compatible with 40 OR 80 track drives 

Included with the upgrade is a utility program capable of reading IBM and/or ST disks, so you can 
import text or binary files to your 8-bit (text conversion routines are included). Minimal soldering 
is required; but we provide free installation for any of our products! Only $99.95 plus $8 S/H/l. If 
you already have a 3.5" drive, you may obtain the single drive upgrade without the Sony drive for 
$59.95 plus $5 S/H/l. 


^$59*95^ THE ULTRA SPEED PLUS OS 
» Fall special price - $59.95!« 

The Operating System that should be in every XL/XE computer! The ULTRA SPEED 
PLUS puts unbelievable speed and convenience at your fingertips. After using it a while, you'll 
wonder how you ever got along without it! Use ANY DOS to place ULTRA HIGH SPEED formats 
on your disks (with XF551 or modified 1050 drives), reconfigure and boot any drive (1-9 or even 
your RAMDISK!), sector copy single and double density disks to your RAMDISK, activate a built- 
in 400/800 OS for compatibility, and much more! Below are a list of features. Only $59.95 + $5 
S/H/l. 

DOUBLE DENSITY RAMDISK handlers 
ENTIRE MEMORY TEST that pinpoints 
defective RAM chips 
Boot any drive (1-9) on cold start 
Supports ALL XE-compatible memory 
upgrades up to two megabytes 
THREE Operating Systems in one 
(XL/XE, 400/800, ULTRA SPEED PLUS) 

COLD-START without memory loss 
Built-in mini sector copier 
RAMDISK exactly duplicates floppy 
drive so sector copying and editing 
are possible 


• ULTRA SPEED SI0 for most 
modified drives 

• ULTRA SPEED is toggleable 

• Boot directly from RAMDISK 

• Special timer circuits not 
required for 1 and 2 megs 

• Background colors adjustable 

• Reverse use of OPTION key 

• Toggle internal BASIC 

• Built-in drive number editor 
(including RAMDISK drive) 

• Toggle screen off for up to 
40% increase in speed 


$139.95 THE XF DUAL DRIVE UPGRADE $139.95 

Our XF Dual drive upgrade allows you to add a 3.5” drive to your XF551, while keeping the 5.25" 
mechanism. This is a totally switchless upgrade that turns your XF into two disk drives! The 
added 3.5" drive assumes the next drive number higher than the 5.25” and is totally 
independent, so you can copy between drives, even mixing densities! This product has all of the 
features of the above single drive upgrade, available for both drives! Complete with Sony 3.5" 
drive, only $139.95 plus $8 S/H/l. The upgrade without the drive is $79.95 plus $5 S/H/l. A 
- ;„i .^roirm tn handle dual 3.5" mechanisms is available for an additional $20. 


THE FLOPPY BOARD $109/149 


The Floppy Board has arrived! This long-awaited Black Box add-on has been in 
the making for quite a while, but we’ve packed it with features that are worth the 
wait! This sophisticated device allows connection of up to four 5.25" or 3.5" 
floppy drives (drive sizes may be mixed). Access to these drives will be at par¬ 
allel bus speed, approaching that of hard disks! 

The board consists of 13 special integrated circuit chips, fully powered by the 
power supply of the Black Box. It has its own on-board microprocessor to take 
the load off the computer’s processor for disk I/O. The board and fits perfectly 
over the Black Box (inside the custom cases!). It is not a stand-alone device; it 
must be used in conjunction with the Black Box. 


$199.95 THE BLACK BOX $199.95 

The BLACK BOX is a parallel-port device for your XL or 130XE computer that adds tremendous 
power to your 8-bit Atari. It is a T-shaped board with two buttons, two switches, and a set of dip 
switches visible from the outside. The BLACK BOX performs three main tasks: interface to a 
SASI/SCSI bus (for interface to most common hard disks), a parallel printer port, and a RS232 
(modem) port. You may partition your hard disk(s) into as many drives as you wish; up to 9 may 
be active at any given time. By pressing one of the buttons on the BLACK BOX, you will enter 
the configuration menu, where you can re-assign drive numbers, swap partitions in and out, etc. 
When you exit, you will be returned to your program - undisturbed! Each hard disk partition has 
its own write-protect flag, and may be set to single or double density. Every hard disk may be 
write-protected with the flip of a switch. As an option, you may use your computer's XE RAM as 
a printer buffer, or order the BLACK BOX with 64K of on-board RAM.Another amazing feature of 
the BLACK BOX is the built-in screen dump. By simply pressing a button, the contents of your 
screen will be dumped to your printer! (You can define text or graphics modes with a switch!) The 
RS232 port supplies the full spec signals for added compatibility. Its handler takes up no user 
memory, and can handle 19,200 BAUD! A machine language monitor has been added to allow 
memory disassembly, memory/register changes, and more. The basic BLACK BOX unit is 
$199.95, and $249.95 with 64K RAM (for printer spooler). S/H/l is $8. An optional custom 
BLACK BOX case is available for $39.95. The Black Box is a product of Computer Software 
Services... Not the Black Box Corporation. 


HARD DISK SYSTEMS 


High density disks are supported, so 1.2 meg 5.25" and 1.44 meg 3.5" drives 
may be connected. This is the only 8-bit controller to fully support these drives 
and densities! With four 3.5" 1.44 meg drives connected, you can achieve more 
total storage than a 5 meg hard disk! Archiver compatibility is supported! This 
means you can back up those titles no longer available. Although it's not as 
werful as our Super Archiver, it will have the same editing power, with good 
ckup capability. 

Software included with the Floppy Board includes a utility to READ and WRITE 
IBM and ST disk formats! This will yield the easiest possible way to port text and 
data files between your 8-bit and ST or PC! This will be compatible with most all 
of the current formats. Also included is a high-speed sector copier designed to 
make extremely fast, verified copies of disks. A future upgrade to the Hard Drive 
Pro Backup (our hard disk backup tool) will make special use of the floppy board, 
and squeeze even more data on each disk than standard formats allow. It is 
possible to actually store 1.6 megs of data on a 1.44 meg 3.5" drive, so backing 
up a full 20 meg hard disks might only take 14 disks! Usage of the Floppy 
Board’s on-board processor will allow overlapping reading and writing, making 
the backup really fly. 

Two versions are available: the basic unit, and the Deluxe version. The basic 
unit provides the interface necessary for low density drives (360k for 5.25" and 
720K for 3.5"), and comes with the IBM/ST transfer utility. The Deluxe version 
adds the high density capability, adds Archiver compatibility, AND adds the 
features of the Black Box Enhancer, which include a high-resolution 16 grey 
scale printer screen dump, and a powerful built-in sector editor, disassembler, 
and copier (which accesses the full 16 megs possible of hard disk partitions, and 
uses all available extra memory). Note: the Floppy Board replaces the ROM on 
the Black Box, so current Black Box Enhancers cannot be used with the Floppy 
Board. 

The basic unit is only $109.95, and the deluxe unit is only $149.95. Add $5 for 
shipping/handling. 


We offer complete, ready-to-run hard disk systems from 5 megs on up! These systems include 
a hard disk, Black Box, power supply, controller, cables, and software. Everything is pre¬ 
formatted and tested, so all you have to do is plug it in and boot! Prices start as low as $399. Call 
for the latest prices and specials! 


INSTALLATION AND REPAIRS 


Althoough installation of any of our products is easy, by taking advantage of our free installation 
offer, you can rest assured it will be done right. All you pay is the freight charges. 

For repair of Atari 8-bit computers and drives at reasonable rates, contact our repair department 
at (716) 429-5639. All work is guaranteed, and there are no minimum estimate fees. 

TWO FOR ONE DEAL! 

If you have two or more of the same items needing repair and don’t want to spend any money... 
send them to us and we'll use the parts from both defective items to make one good working unit 
at NO CHARGE - we'll keep the other defective one for parts! Please call before sending 
anything in. 

We carry many other items - call for our FREE catalog! 

Dealer/Distributor/User Group discounts available-call for info. 

We accept VISA and Master Card. NY Residents please add sales tax. 


Call Today! (716) 429-5639 Computer Software Services 

10AM-5PM (EST) Weekdays P.O. BOX 17660 

300-2400 Baud BBS: (716) 247-7157 Rochester, NY 14617 

Fax Line: (716) 247-7158 
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Right On Target 8 

David Plotkin, Contributing 
Editor, talks this month about 
HyperText and STs. 

STalker3 10 

Editor Bill Rayl takes a look at 
the latest version of the 
telecommunications program. 

STeno2 15 

Gribnif's text editor/companion 
prgroam for STalker is reviewed 
by Bill Rayl. 

Sex, Lies and Graphics/Video 16 

Jay Craswell, Contributing 
Editor, is back this month with 
tidbits from the Chicago show. 

Dealer’s View of the Chicago 20 
Show 

Team Computer's Mike 
Drysdale shares his thoughts 
ana new from the Atari snow. 

Atari’s STBook 23 

Bill Rayl had a chance at the 
Chicago show to play with 
Atari's new laptop and gives his 
impression of the machine. 


Chicago—An 8-bit 28 

Perspective 

Jeff (JD) Potter, 8-bit shareware 
author, talks about the successes 
at the recent Atari-sponsored 
show. 

Chicago ComputerFest— 30 

First Impressions 

ASTMUM's Kest Carter-Morgan 
tells about the set-up for the 
show. 

Chicago ComputerFest by 32 

Atari 

AIM's Bill and Pattie Rayl share 

R hotos and details about the 
fovember show. 

User’s Guide for Daisy Dot III 42 

ACCT's Ellen Lentz reviews the 

E ublic domain manual for Daisy 
»ot III. 

A-T-A-R-l 44 

AFED's Paul Alhart is back this 
month with tales from his travel 
across the US. 

DC Data Diet 46 

Roy Barr, from Midlands ACE, 
reviews the hot new product 
from the guys at Dounle Click. 


NeoDesk CU 49 

Editor Bill Rayl reviews the 
Command line Interpreter from 
Gribnif. 

NeoDesk 3.02 Update 50 

Details of the new features in the 
latest version of NeoDesk. 

NeoDesk Accessories 51 

Gribnif s Accessories and Icon 
Disks are reviewed by Bill Rayl. 

CardFile 3 53 

A review of CardFile, the 
personal information manager, 
finishes the set of Gribnif 
software reviews. 


Editorial Ramblings 4 

Atari Bulletin Board 6 

DTP Resource 56 

AIM Mac/Spectre Disk 57 

AIM ST Disk of the Month 58 

AIM 8bit Disk of the Month 59 

Advertiser’s List 63 
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AAAUA 

San Antonio, TX 

AACE 

Albuquerque, NM 
AACE 

Austin, TX 

ABLE 

Winter Park, FL 
ACCD 

Denver, CO 
ACCEPT 

El Paso, TX 
ACCESS 

Sacramento, CA 
ACCT 

Toledo, OH 
ACE of St. Louis 
St. Louis, MO 
ACORN 

Fort Wayne, IN 
ACORN 

Rochester, NY 
ACUNET 
Salem, OR 

Atari Exchange of Louisville 
Louisville, KY 
Atari Federation 

Vandenburg AFB, CA 
ASTMUM 

Montreal, Quebec, Canada 

BAAUG 

Santa Clara, CA 

BACE 

Bakersfield, CA 

BACE 

Birmingham, AL 
BaPAUG 

Dorset, England 
BRACE 

Lexington, KY 
BRAG ST 
Buffalo, NY 
CACE 

Jackson, Ml 
CACE 

Cookeville, TN 

cccc 

Bristol, CT 

CDACC 

Camden-Wyoming, DE 
CDACE 

Albany, NY 
COAC 

Bend, OR 
CRAG 

Merrillville, IN 

CUSTUG 

Champaign-Urbana, IL 


CVACC 
Akron, OH 
DACE 

Diablo, CA 
EAUG 
Alton, IL 
FACCS 

Spokane, WA 
FLAG 

Fort Levenworth, KS 
FRACUS 
Fresno, CA 

GRASS 

Grand Rapids, Ml 
GTAUG 

Beaumont, TX 

HACE 

Houston, TX 

JACS 

Clementon, NJ 

KAUG 

Chatham, Ontario, Canada 
LACE 
Roy, UT 
LIAUG 
I slip, NY 
MACAM 

Montreal, Quebec, Canada 

MACE 

Southfield, Ml 

MASH 

Memphis, TN 
MAUG 

Ontario, OH 

MGAUG 

Warner Robins, GA 
Midwest STAR 
Kansas City, MO 

NAPCO 

State College, PA 

NAUG 

Nashville, TN 

NCAUG 

Ottawa, Ontario, Canada 
O-ACES 

Omaha, NE 

PAC 

Portland, OR 
PACE 

Duluth, MN 
PHAST 

Phoenix, AZ 
P3ACE 

Colorado Springs, CO 
RACC 

Rockford, IL 

RACE 

Frenchtown, MT 


RACE 

Raleigh, NC 

RACE 

Rapid City, SD 
SAGE 
Erie, PA 

SALSA 

San Antonio, TX 

SALSA 

Sault Ste. Marie, Ml & Canada 
SCAT 

Roselle, IL 
SDACE 

San Diego, CA 
SEVAC 

Chandler, AZ 
SPACE 

Harrisburg, PA 
SST 

Sacramento, CA 

STAG 

Saginaw, Ml 
STANCE 

Lyndhurst, OH 
STAR 

Atlanta, GA 
STAR 

Belleville, IL 

STARgroup 

Jacksonville, FL 

STARR 

New Haven, CT 

STUN 

Salt Lake City, UT 
SVACE 

Salinas, CA 

SWAG 

Vancouver, WA 

TACE 

Choctaw, OK 

TASTE 

Thunder Bay, Ontario, Canada 

TEAC 

Laytonville, CA 

Ventura-RAM 

Camarillo, CA 
WACO 

North Huntingdon, PA 
WAUG 

Ann Arbor, Ml 
WAUG 

Windsor, Ontario, Canada 
WNYAUG 
Buffalo, NY 
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affiliated with Atari Corp. in any way. AIM is 
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Braeburn Circle, Ann Arbor, Ml 48108, 
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Lately, we’ve gotten a bit of feedback about the size 
of the club section. Most of the comments have 
been that it’s too big. If you compare January’s club 
listing, at an all time high of 11 pages, to this issue’s 
list, at just over two pages, you can see that the lay¬ 
out is flexible! The only different between the two 
lists is the amount of information and that this time 
we didn’t use the club logos. 

We sent out a letter to all of our 80+ clubs in Decem¬ 
ber asking for comments. So far, the response has 
been to make the list more of a directory—and that’s 
what we tried this month. We’d like to hear from 
you! 

Speaking of opinions, we should have a final tally of 
the survey we printed several months ago. We think 
you’ll find the results as interesting as we do! 

Finally, we’re compiling a list of what back issues of 
the magazine we have lying around. If you’d like a 
copy of the list, just send us a self-addressed, stamp¬ 
ed envelope (SASE). Back issues are $2 each, which 
included shipping. Also, back issues of the Disks of 
the Month are available all the time! If you’d like a 
catalog, just send us a SASE and indicate if you want 
the ST, 8-bit or Mac disk list. 
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CompuServe puts the whole world 

at your fingertips. 


product manufacturers, all over the 
world. Meet in special interest forums 
to discuss everything from science 
fiction to sharing software. And keep in 
touch through electronic mail and faxes, 
as well as by “talking” over 72 CB 
Simulator channels. 

CompuServe also lets you shop coast- 
to-coast at hundreds of nationally known 
stores and take advantage of a world- 
class reference database. It gives you 
access to the latest national and interna¬ 
tional news. And our special financial 
files offer complete statistics on over 
10,000 NYSE, AMEX, and OTC securi¬ 
ties. You can even trade online with 
local discount brokers. 


Global travel 
and world-class fun. 

CompuServe also offers airline sched¬ 
ules, so you can check out the bargains 
and book your own flights on almost 
any airline worldwide. You can get 
travel news, frequent flier information, 
and country and travel facts. As well as 
listings from over 30,000 hotels. 

Plus, there are games. Sports, trivia, 
educational, space fantasy... you can go 
it alone or compete against players from 
all over the world. Only on CompuServe 
can you test your wits in the only online 
TV-style game show with real prizes, 
or leave the earth entirely in one of our 
interactive space adventures. 


When you connect your computer to 
CompuServe, you join the world’s largest 
international network of people with per¬ 
sonal computers. You have access to 
more than a thousand services that offer 
a source of support, information, enter¬ 
tainment, communications, and benefits 
of all kinds. 


A world of advantages. 

CompuServe lets you take advantage of 
your personal computer in a thousand 
different ways. 

For instance: communication. You’ll 
get invaluable personal computer soft¬ 
ware and hardware support from other 
CompuServe members, as well as 


Just give us a call. 

To become a CompuServe member, you 
need a computer and a modem. We’ll 
send you everything else, including a 
$25.00 usage credit with your Member¬ 
ship Kit. In most places, you’ll be able 
to go online with a local phone call. 

To buy a CompuServe Membership 
Kit, see your nearest computer dealer. 
To receive our informative brochure 
or to order direct, call us today. 

And put the whole world at your 
fingertips. 

CompuServe 

800 848-8199 
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Atari Developers 

CodeHead Software, US distri¬ 
butor of TommySoftware's Mega- 
Paint Professional, has recently an¬ 
nounced they've added support 
for several popular scanners. 

This is done through a Mega- 
Paint external module and a desk 
accessory called ScanLite from Wiz 
Works and Dr. Bobware. Scan¬ 
Lite /MegaPaint Professional sup¬ 
ports Migraph, Geniscan, Golden 
Image and Daatascan scanners! 

Charles F. Johnson claims that 
MegaPaint Professional has been 
benchmarked at speeds almost 200 
times faster than Migraph's Touch- 
Up for such things as rotating 
blocks or importing graphic files. 

MegaPaint Professional retails 
for $175, and is available from 
CodeHead Software PO Box 74090, 
Los Angeles, CA 90004, phone 
(213) 386-5735. 

ScanLite is available from Dr. 
Bobware, 180 N. Hazel tine Ave, 
Campbell, OH 44405-1024, (216) 
743-4712, and retails for $20. 

Quick Changes 

Also, as of January 1, 1992, 
CodeHead Software will be taking 
over worldwide development and 
distribution of Quick ST! Darek 
Mihocka, the creator of Quick ST, 
is selling the popular software ac¬ 
celerator in order to spend more 
time developing a PC-based Atari 
ST emulator. 

According to Darek, "The re¬ 
sponse to my emulator demo at the 
Chicago Atarifest was very posi¬ 
tive. In order to bring the emulator 
to market in a timely fashion, it be¬ 
came clear that I couldn't do that 
while at the same time trying to 
develop new versions of Quick ST. 


Both products would ultimately 
suffer. In the capable hands of 
CodeHead Software, Quick ST will 
continue to exist and be improved 
upon, and ST and TT users can 
look forward to a long life for the 
product that speeds up their ma¬ 
chines. It's a win-win situation for 
everyone." 

Charles F. Johnson added, 
"We're quite excited about Quick 
ST and are looking forward to sup¬ 
porting this excellent product; and 
since we've purchased the source 
code, you can also look forward to 
further development of the pro¬ 
gram." 

Quick ST is the only US-made 
screen accelerator still being active¬ 
ly supported. CodeHead will also 
be handling updates from older 
versions of Quick ST. You can 
upgrade to the latest version by 
returning your original Quick ST 
2.x master disk to CodeHead Soft¬ 
ware along with a check or money 
order for $20. 

Owners of SofTrek's Turbo ST 
(any version) may also upgrade to 
Quick ST 3 by sending in your Tur¬ 
bo ST master disk and $20. The 
retail price of Quick ST 3 is $34.95. 

NewDesk for Everyone! 

CodeHead Software also an¬ 
nounced the TEC—the TOS Exten¬ 
sion Card. Developed by Ger¬ 
many's Artifex, this circuit board 
allows you to use the very latest 
version of TOS (2.06) in your exist¬ 
ing 520ST, 1040ST or Mega ST! 

Now, you can have the same 
new system software that owners 
of Mega/STEs and TT030s have 
been enjoying! The price for this 
upgrade, including the board, is 
only a little more than the cost of 


upgrading to TOS 1.4! The TEC is a 
tiny card that will fit in any model 
of ST computer, regardless of 
design. 

The CodeHeads say it is com¬ 
patible with existing upgrades, 
such as monitor interface boards or 
processor cache cards. The price 
includes the ROMs containing TOS 
2.06. 

TEC Specifics 

Unfortunately, because TOS 
2.06 has a different address and re¬ 
quires more space in the ROMs, 
you can't simply pull out your old 
ROMs and plug in the new ones in 
pre-STE machines. Therefore, you 
need the TEC board. Its size is a 
mere 2.5" x 2.5", and its unique 
design allows it to be placed al¬ 
most anywhere inside the case of 
the computer. Some soldering is 
required to install the base model 
of the TEC. 

There are, however, two config¬ 
urations of the TEC that are plug¬ 
in solutions, requiring no solder¬ 
ing. These are the TECbridge BUS 
card, which plugs into the proces¬ 
sor bus of the Mega ST and the 
TECbridge CPU, for computers 
that have socketed 68000 chips. 
This last option plugs into the CPU 
socket and requires room above 
the CPU inside the case. 

The retail price of the TOS Ex¬ 
tension Card is $139, and that in¬ 
cludes everything you need, 
including a manual describing the 
installation of the TEC and the new 
features of TOS 2.06. 

The TECbridge BUS and TEC¬ 
bridge CPU options are priced at 
$155. The TEC is scheduled to 
begin shipping on January 10, 
1992. 
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Goldleaf News 

Goldleaf Publishing has signed an exclusive agree¬ 
ment with COMPO Software to distribute products in 
North America. COMPO Software is based in Ger¬ 
many and sells the word processors That's Write and 
Write On. 

That's Write features "what you see is what you 
get" display and special format proportionally-spaced 
fonts. Goldleaf states that both internal printer fonts 
and downloadable fonts can be used in the same docu¬ 
ment, several files can be edited at the same time, and 
IMG pictures can be added to spice up your corre¬ 
spondence. That's Write also allows mail merge for 
easy form letters and has an automatic Index and 
Table of Contents feature plus a spell checker. 

Write On isn't as full-featured as That's Write, but 
Goldleaf provides an upgrade path to That's Write for 
those who later find they need its more specialized 
features. Write On files are compatible with That's 
Write. 

That's Write is available for $199.95; Write On is 
available for $99.95. Goldleaf Publishing, Inc., 700 
Larkspur Landing Circle, Suite 199, Larkspur, CA 
94939, (415) 257-3515. 

Coming soon from the Goldleaf/COMPO duo are 
C-Font and CompoScript. C-Font converts Calamus 
fonts to That's Write, Write On, GDOS and other for¬ 
mats. CompoScript is a PostScript interpreter that sup¬ 
ports Adobe Type 1 fonts. 

Here on the Home Front 

Lexicor Software announced to waiting customers 
that Rosetta is now shipping. People who purchased 
their 3D/Translator program directly from Lexicor 
will receive the program first. Customers who have 
back orders through Rio Computers will be next in 
line. 

Rosetta allows for import/export of ST, Amiga, PC 
and Mac 3D files, such as AutoCad, Renderman and 
Amiga and Mac Sculpt-3D. You can also import pic¬ 
tures and animations. For more information, contact 
Lee Seilor at Lexicor Software, (415) 453-0271. 

Need a Parachute? 

Double Click's Michael Vederman and 
Rimik Enterprises' Rich Betson, two long-time 
Atari developers, have formed a new company 
called Eye See, Inc. Eye See is intended to be a 
channel into the IBM PC marketplace for devel¬ 
opers of Atari products. The two Atarians have 
located venture capital for full-scale marketing 
and world-wide representation of PC-converted 
ST software. The hope is to allow ST developers 
to remain in the market they enjoy by getting 
the PC market to fund them. Contact Eye See, 

Inc. at (619) 630-1217. 


Fun with Word Skills 

Fair Dinkum is shipping Crossword Creator II, a 
utility allowing users to quickly and easily create 
crossword puzzles on any ST, STE or TT (in ST 
medium or high res mode). You can create large puz¬ 
zles up to 30x20 in size with up to 100 words. Puzzles 
and solutions may be saved in Degas PI2 or PI3 format 
and the clues can be saved as ASCII text files for easy 
incorporation into desktop publishing software. 

Puzzles and solutions may be output to any printer 
that supports screen dumps, but a final-quality print 
mode for Epson compatible printers is included. There 
are a wide range of features and options including 
manual or automatic word placement as well as a 12- 
page, illustrated manual. 

Also from Fair Dinkum is Word Search Creator, a 
word search puzzle creating package. WSC allows the 
user to easily create puzzles interactively from the key¬ 
board or via a fast word list method. Puzzles may be 
up to 24x13 in size with up to 100 words. 

Puzzle Pack is a specially-priced ($34.95) bundle of 
both Crossword Creator II and Word Search Creator. 
Crossword Creator II retails for $24.95 and Word 
Search Creator sells for $19.95. For more information, 
contact Fair Dinkum's John Hutchinson, PO Box 2, Los 
Alamos, NM 87544, (505) 662-7236. 

Boot with Gribnif 

Gribnif Software has announced their new GEM 
"boot manager," XBoot. This program runs as the first 
thing in your ST's AUTO older, so you have indepen¬ 
dent control over the tons of desk accessories, config¬ 
uration and AUTO folder files. XBoot also lets you 
configure special setups that allow you to customize 
the system for different applications—all at the click of 
a button. 

XBoot has a list price of $39.95, but a special intro¬ 
ductory price of $29.95 is available through orders 
placed directly with Gribnif Software. Shipments are 
schedule to begin the first of January. To place an 
order, or for more information, please contact Gribnif 
Software at P.O. Box 350, Hadley, MA 01035, (413) 584- 
7887. 
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By the time you read this, 1992 will be 
well underway. Let's hope it will be a 
prosperous year for Atari owners and 
Atari Corporation. 

I am heartened by the arrival of a 
type of software that has existed on 
other computers for a number of years, 
but is new to the Atari. On the Macin¬ 
tosh, this type of software is credited 
with causing a large jump in the number 
of people who went out and bought 
Macs. Kinda makes you think, doesn't 
it? 


What’s All This Hype? 

The new type of software I'm refer¬ 
ring to is based on an old concept: hy¬ 
pertext. In its original form, hypertext 
was a special kind of text. It looked just 
like regular text, but when you selected 
the text, you could get more information 
about the selected word or phrase. The 
explanation might also have some hy¬ 
pertext in it—with the result being that 
you could jump around, exploring infor¬ 
mation to whatever depth you needed, 
in whatever order you chose. 

Of course, hypertext really can only 
exist on a computer. A logical extension 
to the concept of hypertext (for a com¬ 
puter with a mouse and menuing sys¬ 
tem) is "Hypermedia." 

Essentially, Hypermedia combines 
the use of multiple mediums (text, gra¬ 
phics, sound, etc.) into a single applica¬ 
tion. The user of such an application can 
select anything that looks interesting on 
one screen, and that item will link to fur¬ 
ther information or related items on an¬ 
other screen. In other words, jumps can 
be made not only by clicking on text, but 
also on buttons or other graphic ele¬ 
ments. 


Pick a Card, Any Card 

Bill Atkinson, one of the original 
designers of the Macintosh, provided a 
product based on hypertext and its ex¬ 


tensions. He called it HyperCard. It was 
structured much like a database, with 
each record being a "card." To jump to 
another card, you could click on text, 
buttons or just pictures on the card, and 
information could be entered in fields 
on each card if you wanted to. 

Bill gave HyperCard away free with 
every Mac that was sold. This was an 
absolutely brilliant marketing scheme 
on Apple's part, because it provided the 
new Mac owner with a fun and useful 
application. 

It also provided a way for any Mac 
owner to write a program for the Mac. 
The Mac, much like the ST, is not an 
easy machine to program, due to the 
menus and windows, etc. With Hyper¬ 
Card, however, you could write your 
own programs for the Mac, complete 
with all the things that made Mac pro¬ 
grams so "sexy." You could do quite a 
lot with HyperCard even if you didn't 
know any programming. 

If you could master the simple Hy¬ 
perTalk programming language, then the 
possibilities seemed endless—literally 
thousands of "stacks" (as HyperCard 
programs were called) were written to 
do all sorts of interesting things. Maps, 
golf games, address books, spread¬ 
sheets—you name it, there is a Hyper¬ 
Card stack for it. 

It wasn't long before a variety of 
"HyperCard wannabes" starting showing 
up on the PC, but the PC is not a ma¬ 
chine that is well suited to the graphic 
elements of the "Hyper" environment, at 
least not until the advent of fast 80386 
chips and Windows 3.0. 

Hype for the ST 

As of this writing, there are at least 
two Hypercard-type applications avail¬ 
able for the ST, and this bodes well for 
our favorite computer. They are both 
somewhat rough in their current (late 
1991) version, but the fact that they exist 
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at all is good—and their programmers 
are hard at work making them better 
and better. 

HyperLINK 

Probably the most full-featured 
product is JMG Software's HyperLINK. 
It is fairly complex to set up a new ap¬ 
plication and there are some places 
where it needs to be improved. A good 
example is the fact that you can add a 
field to a HyperLINK card, but the ap¬ 
plication won't create that field in the 
underlying database. 

It desperately needs a manual up¬ 
date. It also needs its own version of a 
programming language to round it out. 
But these are all things that are being 
addressed, so I have high hopes for it. A 
number of applications have been writ¬ 
ten in HyperLINK, and the floodgates 
will likely open as the product matures. 

1st Card 

Another product is 1st Card (notice 
how "hyper" or "card" gets into every 
title?), a German import that purports to 
be Hypertext and artificial intelligence 
(it isn't really). What it does do is permit 
you to build an application that traver¬ 
ses a decision tree, creating a simple "ex¬ 
pert system." An expert system is a com¬ 
puter program that has a body of facts 
built into its structure, so that it can 
make decisions based on the answers to 
questions—much as a human expert 
would. The hard part, of course, is 
defining all the rules (the questions and 
what the answers mean). 

Unfortunately, the advance copy I 
had of 1st Card wouldn't run on my 
Mega. Oh well. Maybe the next one. 

If Hypercard-like products reach 
maturity and truly enable ST owners to 
produce high-powered applications as 
easily as Mac owners do with Hyper¬ 
Card, then Atari would do well to con¬ 
sider bundling such a product with the 
ST. Instant usefulness and the ability to 
create your own program is an almost 
irresistible calling (hyper)card. 

And wouldn't we just hate to have 
Atari sell a whole lot more STs in 1992. 

See you next month. 



STalker 3 is the best, most complete, easy to use, 
telecommunications software for your Atari! 

Features Include: 

• Runs in a GFM window as a GLM program or 
desk accessory wilh lull background operation! 

• VT52. VTIOO. PC-ANSI terminal emulation 

• ASCII. XModem. XModem IK. YModem. 
YModem/G, and /Modem file transfers 

• Virtual screen si/e (from 40\24 to 200x2000) 

• GDOS support for different terminal fonts 

• Powerful Autodialer with up to 30 numbers 

• 20 user-definable function keys 

• Cut and Paste text clipboard 

• Support for the NcoDcsk 3 desktop 

• Fully integrated with the optional STcno " text editor 

• Advanced BackTAl.K " scripting language 

• 2(X)+ page manual, including full tutorials 

• All of this and more for only $49.95!! isn^csiciircu.ih 


Order Toll Free: 

1-800-284-GRIB 

(I S(X) 2S4 4742) 


GRIBNIF SOFTWARE 

PO. Box 350 • Hadley. MA 01035 
Tel: (413) 5X4-78X7 • l ax: (413) 584-2565 


STalker 3 

GEM Based Telecommunications Software 
for the Atari ST/TT and Compatibles 
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Telecommunications is one of the primary uses of a personal computer. A computer 
and modem can take you to far away places where you can share ideas with a large 
community of people. 

My first real interaction with computers was through telecommunications. In fact, 
I probably wouldn't have gotten hooked on computers had it not been for a DEC-10 
mainframe, an Atari 800XL and a multi-user conferencing program called Party. The 
first time I "talked" with my wife, Pattie, was via Party. 

Being a telecommunications junkie. I'm always looking for "the perfect telecom¬ 
munications package." Of course, there really is no such thing (unless you write the 
program yourself!). What's perfect for one person may not be so perfect for another. 

For a very long time, the most popular telecommunications program on the Atari 
ST line of computers has been Flash from Antic Software. Flash was also my personal 
choice. Its ease of use and adequate DO (script) file capabilities made it very attrac¬ 
tive to both new and experienced users. 

A number of other programs have come and gone since Flash was released, a few 
of them good and many of them very bad. None of them, however, could equal 
Flash's ease of use combined with power and flexibility...until STalker was released 
by Strata Software. 

Now, STalker is at version 3.0 and is sold by Gribnif Software, unquestionably one 
the brightest stars in the ST developer's community. STalker 3.0 has a totally different 
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approach to telecommunications than any other pack¬ 
age I've ever used. 

STalker is completely window-based. You can re¬ 
size the "screen" at any time. There is no switching be¬ 
tween online mode and editor mode. In fact, there is 
no editor built into STalker at all—if you want full 
editing and capture capabilities, you can use STeno 
(also from Gribnif Software) or Clear Thinking's 
EdHak (as of version 2.3). While you can do simple 
capturing of text to disk via STalker alone, I highly 
recommend that you purchase one (or both!) of these 
editors for use with STalker. 

One of STalker's most important features is that it 
can be installed as a program or as a desk accessory, 
and you can even install multiple STalker DAs. As a 
desk accessory (or as programs run via MultiGEM), 
STalker can perform all of its functions "in the back¬ 
ground." These functions include uploading/down¬ 
loading of files, capturing text or messages or even 
running a mini-BBS (using STalker's excellent script¬ 
ing capabilities). 

In other words, STalker can be logged in on your 
favorite BBS and downloading a huge file while you're 
typing the Great American Novel with your word pro¬ 
cessor. If you're fortunate enough to have a Mega/ 
STE, TT, DC Port (from Double Click Software), 
MegaTalk (from Gadgets by Small) or Beckemeyer's 
MT C-Shell, you can even be two (or more) places at 
one time! Well, you do need multiple modems, as well. 

Magic? No, but it sure feels like it! 

Minus the MegaTalk, I happen to own all of the 
above equipment. The first time I used STalker and my 
DC Port to log onto CompuServe, GEnie and a local 
BBS all at the same time, I was impressed. In one win¬ 
dow, I was reading messages on CompuServe. My 
GEnie mail was being captured to STeno in another 


window. And, I was downloading a huge file from 
the BBS in the background. 

All this without a glitch and with no real slow¬ 
down of my 4 meg STE. In fact, the only real drawback 
was that my poor little monochrome monitor was feel¬ 
ing really cramped. This multi-tasking stuff could sure 
sell a lot of "big screen" monitors! 

Ease of Use 

I have three main criteria by which I judge any 
telecommunications package. The first is ease of use, 
the second is power/flexibility and the third is actual 
performance. Ease of use includes everything from 
setup of the system to the program interface. 

In this first category, STalker rates an A. Installa¬ 
tion is as simple as copying the program disk to your 
hard drive or work disk (and rebooting if using 
STalker as a desk accessory). Even using multiple 
copies of STalker is as easy as making multiple copies 
with different names. 

Configuring STalker is also very intuitive. All con¬ 
figuration options are found under one drop down 
menu, called Settings. Here, you define your commu¬ 
nication settings, file transfer preferences, terminal 
emulation, communication port, function keys and lots 
more. When using STalker as a desk accessory, you 
must reboot to use your new configuration. 

Each of the dialog boxes used in the configuration 
are covered in detail in the manual. Overall, the 
manual does an excellent job of documenting all of 
STalker's features. The first half of the manual consists 
of 78 pages of STalker documentation, a four page 
Table of Contents and a one page Index. The Index 
could stand for some expansion. For instance, if you 
want to know how to define Function Keys, you won't 
find an entry in the Index that will help you. 
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Power/Flexibility 

The second half of the manual documents STalker's 
scripting capabilities using BackTALK. These 130 
detailed pages include many useful examples and a 
tutorial. The Index in this section is also much better, 
with entries for every function call, operator and re¬ 
served word. 

It is the BackTALK scripting language that gives 
STalker an A in the Power/Flexibility category. The 
language is very C-like and very powerful. BackTALK 
has enough power that you could even use STalker as 
a BBS. In fact, a BBS written in BackTALK is included 
on the STalker disk! 

I personally run a Michtron's BBS 3.0 multi-line 
system—that's why I have a DC Port. Michtron's BBS 
is completely written in a compiled scripting language 
called Michtron Command Language. It would be a 
very simple operation for me to translate my MCL 
source files to BackTALK. And, since the BackTALK 
scripts are also compiled before use, they execute 
much more quickly than scripts in some other telecom¬ 
munications packages. 

BackTALK is actually more powerful than MCL in 
almost every respect. BackTALK has one-dimensional 
arrays, it uses long integers, supports parameter pass¬ 
ing between functions and allows for local or global 
variables. The only things stopping me are BackTALK 
script can't (at this time) execute another BackTALK 
script and true "libraries" are not supported. 

Once you've written a script (using STeno, or what¬ 
ever editor you favor), you then compile it using the 
BackTALK compiler. The compiler can be run as a pro¬ 
gram or desk accessory. It is also very easy to use— 
simply select the text script file and, if you haven't 
made any programming errors, your compiled script 
is generated. 
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Using the BackTALK scripts is a painless process. 
You can actually install up to 10 scripts in the Back¬ 
TALK drop down menu. These installed scripts can be 
activated by clicking on the menu entry or via a key 
combination. Alternately, you can run BackTALK 
scripts from disk on an individual basis. 

Features 

I don't want to give the incorrect impression that 
STalker itself lacks power. It has plenty! Two very 
powerful features mentioned previously are the ability 
to run in the background and to use just about any 
port for communication. STalker supports the extra 
Mega/STE and TT serial ports, MIDI and printer 
ports, as well as the MegaTalk and DC Port hardware 
and MT C-shell software serial ports. 

STalker also has a "Mini-BBS" mode built into the 
software (it actually uses the previously mentioned 
BackTALK script). Callers must know the "Sign On 
Password" to access the system and a "CLI Password" 
to access files on your system. 

Terminal emulation in stalker includes VT52, VT- 
100 and PC-ANSI modes. You also have an option to 
use the IBM character set. If you call IBM BBSes that 
use ANSI graphics screens, you'll appreciate this fea¬ 
ture. 

File transfer protocols include ASCII, XModem 
CRC, XModem IK, YModem Batch, YModem/G (for 
error correcting modems), and ZModem. STalker can 
also "auto-initiate" ZModem transfers, a handy feature 
that saves you that one extra step. The only thing I'd 
like to see added is direct support for CompuServe's 
B+ protocol. For now, though, you can use Shadow for 
CIS B+ transfers. (Shadow is a background download¬ 
ing program written by Double Click Software and 
marketed, until recently, by Antic. It is not included in 
the STalker 3 package.) 

The dial directory can contain up to 30 entries, each 
with their own communication settings, logon sequen¬ 
ces and script files. A $$/Hr field helps you keep a 
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rough estimate of how much you're spending when 
connected to a pay service like GEnie or CompuServe. 
If you enter a dollar amount into the Limit field, 
STalker will warn you when you exceed that dollar 
limit. 

The dial directory is also an autodialer. You can set 
individual entries for autodialing. Then, clicking on 
the Dial button causes STalker to dial the selected 
entries one by one. 

Another nice touch is the ability to have up to ten 
of your most used dialer entries appear in the Dial 
drop down menu. You simply include a number 0-9 in 
the Menu# field in the dial directory. 

STalker also supports GDOS font usage, although 
this does slow the system down. GDOS is included 
with the package, along with four font files. 

You can also set a "virtual screen size" anywhere 
from 40 characters by 24 lines to 200x2000! A "scroll 
back buffer" allows you to review text that has scrolled 
off your actual screen. 

Finally, you can define up to 20 Function Keys. You 
can use these Function Keys to execute BackTALK 
scripts or send text strings to the host system. If you 
wish to output more than 40 characters, you can 
"chain" one Function Key to another. 


Performance 

In the final category of Performance, STalker main¬ 
tains its perfect score. In over two months of heavy 
usage on CompuServe, GEnie and a local BBS, STalker 
has performed flawlessly. 

Even with multiple STalker desk accessories in¬ 
stalled, and logged on to multiple systems simultane¬ 
ously, I've had no problems and no aborted down¬ 
loads. When combined with STeno 2.0 or EdHak 2.3, 
STalker is the best all-around telecommunications 
package currently available for the ST/STE/TT com¬ 
puter. 


Installed BackTfilfT Script Setting 


ftlt-fteyPad-1 

fllt-KeyPad-2 

Rlt-KeyPad-J 

Alt-KeyPad-4 

Alt-KeyPad-5 

Alt-KeyPad-6 

Alt-KeyPad-7 

ftlt-KeyPad-8 

ftlt-fteyPad-9 

Alt-KeyPad-0 


no 



1 Title In 8ackTAlK" Menu 1 

REMOTE—. DTK 
TCHEST—.BTK 
CISL060H.BTK 

CISLDl_BTK 

CISuUI_.BTK 

6EHIE.0N.BTK 
6EHIEJJL.BTK 
6EKXEJJL.BTK 
_BTK 

Hini-BBS Mode_ 

Call Treasure CheST BBS— 
CompuServe Logon Script— 
Download from CompuServe. 

Upload to CompuServe- 

6Enie Logon Script- 

6Enie Batch Zmodem Dl- 

Upload to 6Enlp| , .. 

.BTK 

rr« PICKS SHOULD M FKKSKMT IN TV« SCXIPT 


> SPSCIFISD IN 1 


Cancel 



Personal Information Manager 


CardFile™ 3 is the complete personal 
information manager for your Atari ST. 


With CardFile you can create easy to 
use Rolodex® style address books and 
phone lists. 


A powerful and intuitive Filter func¬ 
tion lets you instantly find any name, 
address, or phone number. Or it can 
even find a group of cards that match 
any particular information you want. 


Its powerful 
built-in calendar 
can keep track of 
all your appoint¬ 
ments, meetings, 
and important dates. Call up any day 
and plan out your agenda. 



CardFile’s Daily Agenda feature will 
remind you of any upcoming appoint¬ 
ments for the next two days when you 
turn the computer 
on in the morning. 
There’s even an 
option to print a 
daily or weekly 
agenda. 

CardFile is very convenient. It runs 
as either a desk accessory or program. 
Its data is easily imported by most pro¬ 
grams and it will even type an address 
directly into your word processor. 

It will print address books, phone 
lists, and mailing labels. Add a modem 
and it becomes an autodialer! 



All this and more is available for the 
low price of $39.95. To order your own 
copy, call us at (800) 284-4742. 

GRIBNIF SOFTWARE 

P.O. Box 350 • Hadley, MA 01035 
Tel: (413) 584-7887 • Fax: (413) 584-2565 

CardFile © NB9-I99I GT Software, bxclusive marketing and licensing by Ghtmif Software. CanlfVr 
is a trademark of GT Software. Ail other Iradcmurks belong bi their respective holders, bra ire ad is 
Copyright © 1991 Grihnif Software. All Rights Reserved All prices subject hi change 
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Migraph Hand 
lifemner w/Touch-up 
■Sill# $229.95 


Timeworks Partner ST..$29.95 

TRI pack (Deja Vu, Shadowgate 
& Uninvited).$19.95 

Beetle Mouse.$39.95 


SIM 804 laser 
Printer»»»»»»»»»»»»»>»» $879 


Supra 52MB Hard 

: IS449 


Supra 105MB Hard Drive 
(Quantum 11ms). $699 

SupraDrive 44R 

(Removable Cartridge Drive}. 

SM124R Mono Monitor* 

•Factory Refurb Monitors Packaged like 
new, with full warrant 1 


$699 

$149 
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STeno is a window-based text editor 
specially designed to interface with the 
STalker terminal package. 

As a stand-alone editor, STeno is 
neither the best or the worst available. 
Its good points are that it can be used as 
a program or desk accessory, it's very 
easy to use and has some printer control 
support built in. It also has block cut/ 
paste and copy support, as well as 
search and replace. 

On the "negative" side, STeno does 
not automatically reformat your text. If, 
for instance, you place the cursor in the 
middle of a line of text and begin typing, 
the text at the end of the current line 
does not automatically wrap down as 
you type. You must reformat the text 
after editing, using the Reformat Para¬ 
graph or Reformat to End commands. 

Also, STeno is a text editor. It can 
only edit standard ASCII text. If you 
want to edit anything, including text, 
EdHak from Clear Thinking is your best 
choice. EdHak is also a GEM-based ed¬ 
itor that can be used as a program or 
desk accessory. 

If you're into speed, Tempus II is far 
faster. If you're a programmer, Tempus 
II or Michtron's C-Breeze would be a 
better choice. Tempus and C-Breeze are 
specially designed for programmers. 
They let you open multiple files simul¬ 
taneously and have all the features of 
STeno and more. 

Why Buy STeno? 

So, why should you buy STeno? 


very good reasons if you 
use NeoDesk or STalker. 
STeno adds a versatile cap¬ 
ture buffer to STalker, 
which lacks this feature. 
When used with STalker, 
STeno can also function as a 
type-ahead buffer. This 
gives you full editing capa¬ 
bility over all text you send 


to or receive from the host computer, 
and is great for conferencing. 

Until recently, STeno was the only 
choice available for interfacing with 
STalker. EdHak 2.3 now has STalker 
support, as well. If you're planning to 
use STalker, you really need to have one 
of these two editors. Since both editors 
have a retail price of $29.95, you'll have 
to choose based on features. 

If you're a NeoDesk user, STeno can 
be installed as a NeoDesk Accessory. 
You can then place the STENO.ACC 
icon on the desktop and double click it 
to access STeno. 

If so installed, you can automatically 
load a text file by dragging it to the 
STeno icon, print the file by dragging 
the printer icon to the STeno icon or 
delete the file by dragging the trashcan 
to the STeno icon. You can also assign a 
desktop icon letter to STeno and open 
the accessory via a key command. 

Conclusion 

If you're looking for an easy to use 
text-only editor, STeno compares 
favorably with other commercial text 
editors. For use as a STalker cap¬ 
ture/type-ahead buffer, both STeno 2 
and EdHak 2.3 are excellent choices. If 
you're a NeoDesk user, STeno is your 
best choice, espe- i fr f fl’ ft a i 
dally if you also 
use STalker! 


Bill Rayl 
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Sex, Lies and Graphics/Video 


;but without any sex or many lies] 


Jay Does Chicago 


Jay Craswell 

Contributing Editor 


Apparently, 
many of you 
think I am 
insane, while 
others think 
I'm funny to 
read... 


As most of you know I don't go to 
many shows. And when I do go it's 
usually only because I get "talked" 
into going by some friends (right, 
Gribs?). This time, I was sitting on 
two new products. 

Since we were hiding in the 
Atari booth showing the Leonardo 
24-bit card and the Isac/ AlberTT 
card—not to mention the Xyxis 
r/w optical drive—we really didn't 
see that much of the rest of the 
show. But, here, for your approval, 
is what happened to us. 

First of all, I want to thank Bob 
Brodie and the rest of Atari for let¬ 
ting us mooch some of the Atari 
space at the last (and I mean the 
last) minute. Literally the day be¬ 
fore he left. Bob got a call from me 
and took it all in stride. Thanks 
guys! 



Super Mondo Opto Drives 

The Xyxis r/w optical disk drive had its first show appearance. (I am using it on 
the TT030 now.) The drive stores 600 megabytes on a read/write cartridge. You can 
think of it as a really, really massive SyQuest. Cost in quantity of one is $2950. Extra 
cartridges are, at most, $175. 

The drive can be plugged directly into the TT's SCSI port or (on request) we can 
supply a nifty host adapter so you can use the drive through the DMA port on any 
ST. (P.S.: We also have units for Amiga, IBM, Macintosh, Sun and, I think, everything 
else.) 


Zigga Colors 

Also ready to go for the show were the first couple Leonardo 24-bit cards. This 
was our "Killer" show stopper. Lexicor will be doing the marketing/sales for us, but 
here are the gory details. 

The Leonardo board gives you 16,7000,000 (16.7 million) colors all at once. There 
is no need to worry about the palette size, since there is none. Horizontal scan rate is 
31.5 KHz (for your VGA) or 15 KHz for the composite "TV" type output. This is 
switch selectable, by the way. Horizontal resolution is fixed at 512 pixels (like your 
TV) and is vertical resolution is programmable up to 512 pixels. 

This design is a bit different from the AlberTT/Isac and Viking Atari (Moniterm) 
cards in that I use a big, fat chip —with the chip being a big, giant part with a gillion 
pins sold by a big company like Texas Instruments. 

The idea was that this chip would save lots of parts on the card and be reprogram¬ 
mable. Reprogrammable, in this case, refers to the SYNCs, etc. Well, I think the case 
for saving me a lot of parts is not so good. I had to add all kinds of junk for the sig- 
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nals that didn't happen to work right with 1MB 
VRAMs, etc. The programmable features are kind of 
nice, like the display address start register that lets you 
do hardware scrolling and the ability to put the Sync 
signals right where you want to by simply doing an 
hour and a half of math. It was a big manual! 

Graphics Goombas 

A few people—TI included—wanted me to use a 
fancy graphics controller chip. Well to TI I said, "Yeah, 
OK, tell me that it has fewer bugs than this other part 
of yours and I'll change." 

Well, this brought on a lot of what radio people call 
"Dead Air." Seems that all of these fancy goombas 
need a bunch of extra junk to work right. Grrrr. 

Besides which, I had already made up my mind to 
not use a graphics co-processor. Here's my rationale 
for what it's worth. 340xx chips cost big bucks and 
that's no lie. If you use one of these on a board, you 
have to expect a big hit at the end user price. And 
that's just to put it in the board. Secondly, it's my opin¬ 
ion that graphics chips are designed to run great 
demos—like generating 287.5 thousand pie charts per 
seconds—nothing more. 

Actual programs that make the part look good 
have to be rewritten to use the functions that that part 
does well. Because of the work involved and/or the 
license fee for the special graphics assembler/linker 
needed to do this, a maximum of one program will 
ever be written that takes advantage of more than 10% 
of the part's functions. 

And, most important, no part that I know of "fits" 
into the operating system of a computer (be it DOS, 
Mac, Amiga or Atari) without man years of work. And 
no one ever does that, because it's just one part/one 
board and you could spend your time more $effective- 
ly$ doing anything else. 

What the Leonardo board does is gives you a 
simple bitmapped display, accessible to the micro¬ 
processor and/or the Blitter (on Megas, STes, etc.). 
Work is underway to get an honest-to-goodness VDI. 
And that will make it far easier to get real applications 
ready for it. Of course, look for Lexicor to move its 
wonderful goodies to it. 

The Men from Lexicor 

Speaking of which, I had the chance to work with 
Lexicons Paul Dana for the first time. He seems to be a 
very sharp fellow and was able to whip up a working 
Targa file viewer before he even got his board! And all 
on two hours sleep. Thanks, Paul (and to your wife, 
Alicia, for putting up with the late phone calls). 

At the show, I got time to talk with Robert Birming¬ 
ham, who has been a welcome ear to some of my 
grumbling and moaning about chips and the Joe Gro 
Atomic Trash Can Band (both of which I'm sure he 
couldn't care less about). He showed us his new beta 
version of Prism Paint, which has some very hot fea¬ 
tures. Also there was Prism Render author David 


JK 


Ramsden (also Mr. Rosetta) who gave some demos of 
the different programs in the Atari booth on Day 1. 

Hotel HELL! 

Yup, we stayed at the Ramada (where the show 
was located) but, unfortunately, we were on the same 
floor as the "party till you die" crowd. It may have 
been the Grateful Dead fans? We had two (or was it 
three?) "fake" fire alarms, plus the added fun of listen¬ 
ing to mopeds drive up and down the hallway, run¬ 
ning over the room service refuse. 

Harry slept through one of the alarms and I half 
slept through the last one. According to Harry, I woke 
up during the last alarm and called the switchboard 
and offered to beat the living crap out of the offenders 
with a broom handle we had found propping the back 
door shut when we still thought the "fire" was real. 

All in all, it was too much for 3:00 in the morning. 
Or, let me put it this way—if they had invited us to 
"Trash this place!!" it might have been a little different. 
Next time, invite us or else go trash your self! 

That night did make being pleasant the next day a 
little tougher for some of us. Fortunately, Harry sleeps 
like a rock and was quite the salesmen the following 
day. Me? I was pretty grumpy. Sorry everyone! On 
that same subject. Atari President Greg Pratt heard all 
of this and offered to let us bunk in his room if it hap¬ 
pened the next night. This is a class act! Thanks. 

Amiga Converts? 

Well here's where we really get someone in trouble. 
My dear friend Harry M. got talked into going to the 
show with me. He's from Chicago and his folks live 
there. Besides, he knows Greektown and said he 
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would introduce me to flaming cheese! Let me also say 
he is a loyal Amiga user. He has an Amiga 1000 and a 
3000, and if they come out with a 20,000 he will, no 
doubt, buy that as well. 

He actually liked the Atari equipment and said he 
wants to get his hands on a TT! Wow!! I am amazed. 
Next we will hear that the Pope's not Catholic? Just 
kidding, father! 

Bill and Patlie in the Flesh! 

No, they weren't in the nude or anything, but I got 
a chance to meet the fine folks who put out this rag. I 
proclaimed them "Bravest People In The World" for 
printing my stuff! Or, maybe I am the bravest for men¬ 
tioning Tom Hoyne by name in my first article. You 
see, Tom and I have become a legend that will last a 
lunch time in our close circle of friends. 

Because of the outstanding bravery of Bill and Pat- 
tie who published that literary masterpiece, it seems 
we have become "a reason to write the editor." Wow, 
thanks! Apparently, many of you think I am insane, 
while others think I'm funny to read...good to line the 
birdcage with and/or read while sitting on the pot. 
What praise. 

Bill commented that the later articles are also get¬ 
ting good response, but not in the same way. We can 
always venture back and forth in style (as you see). 

He did mention some people are looking at my 
comments about gray scale fonts and someone is actu¬ 
ally writing some programs on the Atari 8-bit?! Whew! 
Way to go, you guys. What I know about the older 
machines is limited to Star Raiders on the 400. But, it's 
nice to know that 8-bit owners still have the inventive 
spirit. I guess you should know that my second Atari, 
after that 400, was a MegaST4—which Moniterm still 
has (I guess). More about that in a later article. 

Other Showgoers 

I got a chance to meet the fine folk at WuzTech for 
the first time. OK, first I have to say they have a new 
graphics card (The Norm board, designed by Norm 
Weinress, who also did the DEKA interface.) It has 
been a bit of a worry for me, since I've gotten used to 
being the only graphics guy in town. 

Well, a little competition is not so bad for a guy. 
And I have to admit that I really enjoyed my talk with 
Paul and his assistant. It was nice to meet people in the 
computer hardware biz and exchange war stories. 

I know companies with competing products nor¬ 
mally square off and tiy to bash each other. The solu¬ 
tion, of course, is to say "This is mine and that's yours," 
etc. I've an unwritten agreement with Jim Allen, for in¬ 
stance, that says "You do CPU speed-ups and I will do 
graphic cards. And let's see if we can make sure they 
work together." Jim, by the way, is one of the greatest 
guys. He always seems to have the inside scoop on 
this or that. 

I guess the thing that really pos many of us is the 
flock of me too products that are remakes of a similar 


product but sold at a cut rate price. Honestly, I don't 
see the point in having so many guys making the same 
thing (more or less). I really wish there was more 
original thought and less "same as, only $5 cheaper" 
products. But, that's just me. 

Fortunately, on the graphics front, the cards are 
quite a bit varied as far as features and price. At COM¬ 
DEX, the folks at Gribnif told me about a card they 
were thinking of importing. Crazy Dots? What a 
name! Well, anyway, they told me this like they ex¬ 
pected me to get really angry or something. 

To be honest, I was just a little hurt. Hey if you 
want to sell some graphics cards, you could call me. 
Ok? I've got some pretty good stuff that's been selling 
well for a quite a while. And, I can't think of people 
better suited to market a product than the Gribnif 
gang. They are good! But, to be honest, the specs that I 
saw for the Crazy Dots board didn't impress me. This 
was a card I would never want to make. But hey, that's 
just me, too. 

Anyhow, back to WuzTech. I guess I was just sur¬ 
prised they were such good guys and I want to wish 
them success. (You too Gribbies!) These graphics cards 
are not really head-to-head with any of my products 
anyway. So, again, good luck! Unless it's at my ex¬ 
pense, then watch outl <grin> 

Besides, if we start converting Amiga-oids and 
have sales like we've heard about at the last couple 
shows, we'd need more places to handle the volume! 


^ FLOWERS 


Time Savers! 


LogoLibrary ^l^^, g © /) 



LogoLibrary consists of over 1060 images for desktop publishing. AiJi/ 
Includes over 600 printer’s logos for business advertising, 
stationery, etc. In addition there are 460 symbols and graphics 
for charts, posters, shirt designs, signs, etc. All images are hi-res ill f 

300 dpi graphics in .IMG format for PageStream, Touch-Up, "u* FA 

Calamus, Publisher ST. 6 d/s disks & 72 page directory. $39.95. 


Ml/A 


for PageStream 


The key to quick and easy, professional-looking forms and documents is Qwikforms™, the only 
package of business and personal forms with over 100 different, adjustable layouts. Just choose 
the one you want, insert your name, logo, or text, and print. Business forms include invoices, 
inventory control, real estate forms, job estimates, applications, organizers, ledgers, charts, etc. 
Page layouts include newsletters, letterheads, business cards, brochures, booklets, envelopes, 
press releases, resumes, etc. Legal forms include wills, deeds, claims, bill of 
sale, power of attorney, etc. Personal forms include announcements, cards, 
architectural symbols for home planning, mail lists, invitations, etc. There are 
also guides and many other unique and unusual uses of PageStream. Includes 11 i 
2 free disks of PD clip art, symbols and logos, and other useful desktop 
publishing accessories. State which computer you have. $39.95 



Clip* 

PageStre 


tomama 


10 full d/s disks of hi-res PD clip art in .IMG format for use with 


PageStream, Publisher ST, Touch-Up, and Calamus. Categories include Advertising, Animals, 
Cartoons, Fantasy, Holidays, Letters. People, Restaurant, etc. Over 360 imagesT$39.95 


Templicity 


Home and Small Business Spreadsheet 
Templates tor LDW and VIP Users! 

Now you can instantly use your spreadsheet to calculate and analyze mortgage rates, do your bookkeeping 
calculate your income tax, estimate the maximum affordable price for property, design a savings program for 
education, count calories, create invoices, etc. This package of 104 prefabricated spreadsheet templates covers 
everything from accounting and budgets to inventory and real estate. Tax templates are upgraded each year for 
$5.00. Available in separate versions for LDW Power and VIP Professional. $39.95 


To order by mail, send 
check or money order to: 
(CA res. add 7 %) 

For info, call 1-510-655-2355 


The STerling Connection 

Box 4850 

Berkeley, CA 94704 
To order by phone, call: 1-800-624-2355 


Any 2 of above-$69.95 
Any 3 of above-$89.95 
All 4 of above-$99.95 
Shipping-$3.00 ( USA) 
All other-$5.00 
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"Application Generator" 



Example # 4 : Relational DBase 

As a simple 
example of a 
Relational Data¬ 
Base, HyperLINK 
can be set up to 
"link" any given 
field in a data¬ 
base with a field 
in another data¬ 
base. In the Message HAP for instance, there 
is a link to the Address HAP and 
HyperLINK performs a search for a 
matching record. 


Example # 1: The Canada HAP 

One of the most 
popular, and 
common uses 
for any Multi 
Media product is 
Education. The 
_ Canada HAP 
a illustrated here, 
— is an example of 
how Text, Data, Graphics, and Sound can 
be combined for an interactive educational 
tool. eg. Click on a Province get a text file 
on that Province etc. 



Watch for more example HAPs (HyperLINK Applications) to further 
show the unlimited power and flexibility of HyperLINK !!! 




$ 149.00 

Price in L.S. Dollars 




With HyperLINK you can efface 
your own Applications quickly ! 
ana easily lit 


HyperLINK requires IMeg RAM 
Comes on two Dbl Sided Disks. 

Plus $5 Shipping in N. America. 
Overseas orders add $20 for shipping. 


JMG Software International, Inc 
892 Upper James Street 
Hamilton, Ontario L9C 3A5 

(416) 575-3201 





























































A Dealer’s View of the Chicago Show 


Michael Drysdale 


I arrived in Chicago 
on Sunday just in time to 
attend Bill Rehbock's 
seminar. Under Greg 
Pratt's watchful eyes and 
ears. Bill was as revealing 
as possible about a 
number of things. It is, of 
course, possible that 
some of what he 
discussed will change.... 

Bill started by pulling 
the STBook out of its 
case. He suggested that 
final production models, 
available first quarter '92, 
will use a 16Mhz 68000, 
with 4 MB RAM and a 40 
MB hard drive at a retail 
price of about $2100. Bill 
emphasized that the 
STBook was designed 


with many power-saving 
features—many more 
than other notebooks. 

Most importantly, 
Atari designed the save 
and resume feature to 
save an image of RAM to 
the Hard Drive before the 
batteries wear down. 
There will be third party 
opportunities to sell a 
cartridge port adapter 
and a multi I/O MIDI 
port for the STBook. 

PLI, a company 
specializing in mass 
storage devices (CD- 
ROM, writeable optical, 
SyQuest) will be 
providing a wide range 
of SCSI devices for the 
TT. For example, their 
SyQuest 44 box retails for 
$699—quite a bit less 
than the MegaFile 44. 

Discussion turned to 
FSM-GDOS and why it 
does not use the popular 
Adobe Type 1 fonts, of 
which there seem to be 
zillions. The answer is 
that FSM-GDOS (at only 
$59.95) is 18 times faster 
than Adobe's Type 
Manager. Using actual 
Type 1 fonts would slow 
FSM down. 

Fortunately, there are 
155 fonts available now 
and five developers are 
working on programs to 
convert Type 1 fonts to 
FSM. We could see such 
a utility by February, 
1992. 

In an effort to make 
FSM widely available, 
the software to construct 


printer drivers will be 
easily and cheaply 
obtained and any drivers 
must be released into the 
public domain. 

A new and eagerly 
awaited version of 
UltraScript is being 
developed by Imagen. 
This new version will be 
a TSR or DA and will 
accept input from the 
serial port. This means 
you could use an ST/TT 
and SLM laser 
combination as a 
postscript printer for 
another computer. 
Hopefully, beta testing 
will begin in February. 

By the way, the 
present version of 
UltraScript does not print 
Type 1 fonts and has 
some problems with a TT 
or Mega/STe. Solutions: 
turn the cache off on the 
Mega/STe and use the 
US6803.PRG patch for 
TT. 

For those of you 
looking for a CD-ROM 
drive, Chinon's product 
will plug into the TT 
SCSI port with no 
modification. MetaDos 2, 
now freeware, must be 
used to address it. ICD is 
developing software and 
an adapter to use the 
Chinon drive with the ST 
computers, as well. 

Pen-based computing 
devices (Atari's STylus, 
Microsoft Pen Windows, 
GRiD PAD, etc.) are not 
very accurate—only 75- 
98% of all characters 
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entered are decoded. This results in customer dissatis¬ 
faction. The technology just is not there yet to make 
this a saleable product. Don't look for such a device to 
be sold by Atari in the near future. 

Upgrades R Us 

Ajax is the official name of the Atari chip that 
handles High Density 1.44M floppy drives. Atari 
planned ahead because it also does 2.88M formatting. 
So, we are ready when the cost comes down from $10 
per disk. 

It is anticipated that an easy-to-install upgrade kit 
for the Mega/STe and TT (HD drive, Ajax and TOS 
2.06 or 3.06) will cost about $100. Apparently, the chips 
are in production now. Installing a HD drive to an STe 
might be possible by adding some jumper wires. It 
will be difficult to impossible to do this on an ST, be¬ 
cause a new memory controller handles the clock sig¬ 
nal during HD formatting. 

For those of you who wish to add TOS 2.06 to your 
older STs (not an STe), Artifex in Germany (where 
else) has engineered a hack. [Ed: This product is now 
being sold in the US by Codehead Software for $130. See the 
Bulletin Board column in this issue for details.] 

A new multitasking TOS will probably be beta 
tested in March. It is designed for an 030. Using it on a 
68000 would cut system speed by the number of ap¬ 
plications you run at one time. For instance, run four 
programs and each runs 75% slower. 

Tidbits 

Some users are bumping into a screen wrap prob¬ 
lem when using a Mega/STe with a monochrome 
monitor and some software. This may be caused by a 
bad video shifter. Bill said Atari would try to provide 
a fix, but it may not be available until March. 

Huh, say that again—a possible lawsuit over Re¬ 
touche???? 

Atari sells 1,000 TTs a month in Germany. The Sun¬ 
nyvale warehouse has no shortage of the Mega/STe. 
Under consideration is a 600dpi laser printer which 
will be available from Lexmart and will be perfectly 
compatible with existing hardware and software. 

I must admit that it was an effort to attend the 
Chicago show, what with it being the Sunday before 
the holiday selling season starts and the snow. None¬ 
theless, it was an effort well rewarded. It was great to 
see many developers and Atari employees that I had 
not seen since the AEGIS seminar. 

A real measure of success for both dealer and de¬ 
veloper is what gets ordered and put on the shelf. 
Some of the things we ordered Monday include Mega- 
Type's Font Pak #4 and #6, Safari Fonts #25, and Mi- 
graph's Scanning Tray with Merge-It software. 

Unsolicited Bits 

Migraph's OCR (Optical Character Recognition) 
software looks to be a winner. It should be the leader 
in OCR on the ST/TT. 
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Bob Brodie & Bill Rehbock (right) 


Recently I have become a new, frequent user of 
Aladdin and GEnie. The combination is great! If you 
are not a subscriber to an online service, become one. 

Atari is offering some really great prices on hard¬ 
ware. If you know anyone who plans to buy a com¬ 
puter, drag them to an Atari dealer and show them the 
ST. 

[About the Author: Mike Drysdale, the owner of Team 
Computers in East Detroit, Michigan, has been selling 
Atari products at retail since 1985.] 


NO EXCUSES! 

20 MEG Hard Drive 


s269 


Still running froi 
Floppy Drives? 

If your excuse lor not purchasing a hard 
dnve is the high $400+ price tag your wait is 


fed Complete system plug n go 
y Premium Quantum Case 
fed Supra SCSI Host & Clock 
fed Case holds 2 hard drives 
£) Free PD Software on HD 


40meg 

5 319 


Space for 
2 Drives 


IS UltJ Iliyil T lay jwui 

over. This complete ready to run system costs x 
just a few bucks more than a bare drive! You as Megafile 

won’t have to give up quality or speed. We use 
top components such as Seagate, Conner, Sony & Quantum, Supra & 

ICD hosts. The deluxe 2 drive capacity undermonitor style case is built 
by Quantum, & is ready for use on the Atari ST/TT computer. ( List price 
for case is over $200 without a drive!) Access times from 40ms to as 
fast as 4ms, warranties up to 5 years available. Limited Quantities / 


Case only w/cables etc. $ 89 
Case, Supra host/cables $169 
Add $23 for ICD $34forlCD+ 
20 Mb 40ms Seagate $269 
40 Mb 29ms Sony $ 319 

52 Mb 9Ms Quantum Pr s 389 
80 Mb 19Ms Quantum I $445 
105 Mb 9Ms Quantum I $526 
120 Mb 8Ms Quantum I $586 
170 Mb 8Ms Quantum I $ 722 
210 Mb 8Ms Quantum I $824 
44 Meg SyQuest w/cart $ 589 
44 Meg SyQ. Cart’s 3+ $69 


88 Meg SyQuest w/cart $785 
88 Meg SyQ. Cart’s $129 
STE 512K (holds up to 4Mb) $319 
Mega STE 1 Meg no Hard D $ 829 
Mega STE 2 Meg w/50Mb $1129 
1 Meg RAM SIMMs installed $ 50 

Carter Graphics 
& Computers 

520 N. 200 E. Washington UT 84780 

801 - 628-6111 


Phone < 


Open 9 - 6 Mt. Time Mon. thru Fri. 
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THE tool to edit Text. Data. Binary Files, Disk Sectors. & RAM 




Desk File UieM Options 
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Available now from your Atari dealer 
In Michigan: Soft House Computer Center 313-422-6760 


Order direct f rom Clear Thinking 


^Clear Thinking 

and don t bother with registration! 

\ / 

PO Box 715 

$18.95 ( Outside ISA add $3.00 ) 

L..„\ 

Ann Arbor. Ml 48103 ISA 

\ ISA/MasterCard Welcome 



Include name, address, card # L exp. 
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MultiDesk Deluxe — a major 
breakthrough in DA management! 



C:\tf.HLT_ 

C:SHULTDESK.HDX\*.ACT. 


Imagine being able to load any Atari 
desk accessory “on the fly” whenever 
you like, even while running programs 
... or imagine desk accessories that free 
themselves from memory when you’re 
done with them, so you have more 
memory to run your applications ... 
and you’ve just imagined MultiDesk 
Deluxe from CodeHead Software! 

MultiDesk was the first ST program 
to break through the GEM limit of six 
desk accessories. Now, the new version 
has taken another quantum leap in 
functionality, giving you more free 
memory, more desk accessories, and 
faster bootups than ever before. 

MultiDesk Deluxe now supports 
“nonresident” desk accessories which 
share the same memory space. These 
DAs are loaded into memory when you 
select them and wiped out of memory 
when you close them ... with zero 
compatibility problems! 


X 4 ULT I DC SX 


Non Loading: 
NRXIFILE.RCC 

Mold Mlltmtu to abort 


With the help of MultiDesk 
Deluxe’s innovative “delta vector 
snapshot” technique, you can even 
load and unload desk accessories that 
take over system interrupts or 
modify system variables without 
restrictions or fear of crashing, and 
without quitting a program or 
rebooting your computer! 

See your favorite software dealer 
for a demonstration of MultiDesk 
Deluxe today. If you don’t have a 
favorite software dealer, call us right 
away for more information. 



Ml M III ■!! ■» HIP 

P.O. Box 74090 • Los Angeles, CA 90004 • (213) 386-5735 • fax (213) 386-5789 
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Atari’s STBook—A Treview 


The Chicago Computerfest by Atari 
was my very first opportunity to get 
some "hands-on" experience with 
the new notebook ST. While reading 
this article, please keep in mind that 
the STBook is not yet shipping. I'm 
writing about a yet-to-be-released 
product. 

From what I've been told by Bill 
Rehbock and others at Atari, the ST¬ 
Book shown at the Chicago show is 
basically production-ready. It cer¬ 
tainly looked like it to me. But, you 
never can tell—Atari could change 
anything on the STBook between the 
time I write this and when the prod¬ 
uct actually ships. 

First Glance 

The STBook is a very sharp-look¬ 
ing, notebook-size ST computer. 
Actual dimensions are 8.5x11.4 in¬ 
ches—approximately the size of a 
standard piece of paper—and only 
1.4 inches in height when closed. 
The entire computer, including hard 
drive and optional NiCad battery 
pack, weighs in at slightly over four 
pounds. 

The overall look of the STBook is 
quite impressive. It's sleek, black 
case looks great and doesn't smudge 
easily. An overhanging clasp on the 
top half of the unit (the monitor) 
snaps snugly over the bottom half 
for a tight fit. 

The 84-key keyboard had a very 
responsive feel, not unlike that of 
the new Mega/STE and TT key¬ 
boards. You can, if you prefer, con¬ 
nect a "normal" Atari keyboard to 
the STBook. 

VectorPad 

Probably the most talked about 
new feature of the STBook is the 
VectorPad, which replaces the stan¬ 
dard mouse as a pointing device. 


JK 


The VectorPad appears in the top 
right corner of the STBook's base, 
just above the keyboard. This touch 
sensitive pad is quite remarkable. 
The harder you press, the faster the 
mouse pointer moves. Just below 
the VectorPad are the two "mouse 
buttons." 

At first, I found using the Vector- 
Pad a little hard to get used to, but I 
soon got the hang of it. I noticed 
that, by pressing firmly on the Vec¬ 
torPad, I could easily make the 
mouse pointer move so fast that I 
lost track of it on the LCD screen. In 
this respect, the display is very simi¬ 
lar to the STacy laptop. A little prac¬ 
tice with the VectorPad is all you 
need to get used to it, though. 

As with the keyboard, a "normal" 
mouse can also be connected to the 
system. So, don't let the VectorPad 
scare you off if you're a mouse pur¬ 
ist. 

Suspend and Resume 

The other major "neat-o" feature 
of the STBook is its "suspend and 
resume" capability. When you close 
the STBook, the computer automati¬ 
cally powers down, saving a RAM 
image of what you were currently 
working on. When you next open 
the STBook and power it up, you're 
automatically placed right back 
where you left off. 

Say, for instance, you're typing 
away in your word processor when 
something important comes up. You 
can just close the STBook and go 
take care of that emergency. When 
you power the STBook back up 
later, you're right back in your word 
processor...right at the exact point 
you left! 

This suspend and resume feature 
is great when it's time to change or 
recharge the batteries. You can be 
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in your database one minute, changing the batteries 
the next and be back in your database in no time. 

Batteries 

Speaking of batteries, the STBook comes with a bat¬ 
tery pack for seven 'A A' alkaline batteries. A recharge¬ 
able NiCad battery pack, with AC adaptor, is available 
as an option. The NiCad pack recharges in under two 
hours and gives up to 10 hours of continuous use. 
That's pretty impressive, considering the average bat¬ 
tery life of a PC-compatible notebook is around three 
hours and the new Macintosh Powerbook has a bat¬ 
tery life of around 2.5 hours. 

LCD Screen 

The STBook sports a slim "Super-Twist Nematic" 
LCD screen with a 640x400 monochrome display. A 
number of people, most of whom 
have never seen the STBook, have 
been knocking Atari's decision of not 
"backlighting" the LCD screen. 

While I can understand the im¬ 
portance of this for some MIDI peo¬ 
ple, overall I think Atari made a 
wise choice. The STBook's display 
is very good. Personally, I think it 
a little superior to the STac/s dis¬ 
play, which is backlit. 

One of Atari's main goals in the 
STBook's design was power conser¬ 
vation—they wanted the batteries to 
last as long as possible. Backlighting takes 
quite a bit of power. Unless you plan to do a 
lot of computing in the dark, don't let the back¬ 
lighting debate influence you at all. 

Specs 

Here's where I could really get into trouble, be¬ 
cause any of these specifications could change for all I 
know. What the heck, let's just jump in! 

While all the literature distributed by Atari states 
the STBook uses an 8MHz 68000, Bill Rehbock and 
others from Atari have stated it will ship with a 16- 
MHz 68000 CPU, like the Mega/STE. The STBook also 
comes with a BLiTTER chip. 

Atari's spec sheets for the STBook also say the sys¬ 
tem will come in either 1MB or 4MB of RAM configur¬ 
ations. Unlike Atari's other recent computer releases, 
the STBook's memory will not be "user upgradeable." 
Current "rumor" is that only the 4MB version will be 
released in the US. Of course, that was also said of the 
STacy and the STe. Time will tell. 

Internal hard drive options include 40, 80 or 120MB 
2.5" drives with a 19ms average access time. Hard disk 
utilities are supposedly built into the 512K ROMs in 
the STBook. 

Other software built into the STBook includes a 
diary/alarm clock/scheduler/calculator package that 



acts very much like a compilation of GEM desk acces¬ 
sories. Built in file transfer software and a cable (sup¬ 
plied with the STBook) allows the transfer of software 
from your desktop ST/STe/TT to the STBook. 

Ports 

That leads us to a discussion of the I/O ports on 
the STBook. One of the things absent from the note¬ 
book is a floppy disk drive. Again, this was a power 
consideration—adding a floppy drive controller to the 
STBook meant a big drain on the batteries. So, there is 
no floppy drive built into the STBook and no floppy 
port on the computer. 

Instead, Atari has done two things. First, they 
added the file transfer capabilities mentioned above. 
This allows you to hook the STBook up to your desk¬ 
top computer and dump files back and 
forth rather painlessly. Second, Atari plans 
to release a battery-powered external floppy 
disk drive, which will connect to the STBook's 
DMA expansion port. 

When I first heard about the lack of a built- 
in floppy drive, I thought the STBook was 
going to be in serious trouble. After all, who 
would buy a notebook if they couldn't easily 
port software to it? Well, after seeing 
how Atari has solved this "dilemma," I 
think they made an excellent 
decision. I'll take long battery life 
with an external floppy option 
any day over built-in floppy and a 
dramatically lower battery life. 

Other than the DMA port, the STBook 
also has mini-DIN MIDI In and MIDI Out ports, 
an RS232 serial port and Centronics parallel (printer) 
port. The 120-pin expansion connector allows full ac¬ 
cess to the main CPU bus, making it fairly easy to add 
an ST-compatible cartridge port adaptor, etc. (Can you 
say "I want my Mac STBook?" Sure, you can.) 

Other Options 

Aside from the external floppy drive, other option¬ 
al peripherals planned for release are an internal FAX 
modem (2400 baud data/9600 baud FAX) and a 
SMPTE adaptor for the MIDI mavens. 

Price and Availability 

Here's another area where I could get into trouble! 
Information from Atari had the 1MB version of the ST¬ 
Book with a suggested retail price of $1,995. No figures 
have been released for the 4MB version. 

At the suggested retail, the STBook comes in only a 
few hundred dollars less than the low-end Macintosh 
Powerbook, which also has a 16MHz 68000 CPU. 

Depending on who you ask at Atari, you get slight¬ 
ly different projections as to when the STBook will be 
available. Production is supposedly underway, with a 
probable shipping date sometime in the first quarter of 
1992. 
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Overall, I think Atari has a winner in the STBook. 
It's light, has lots of power, has a long battery life and 
just about everything you could want in a notebook 
ST. While the price may be a bit high for someone who 
spent only $700 on a complete 520STe system, the 
STBook is really targeted more to the Mega/STE and 
TT crowd. 

Professional and semi-professional ST/TT users 
will find the STBook a welcome addition to the Atari 
line. Even without the backlighting, MIDI musicians 
will, I think, be pleased with the STBook once they get 
some hands-on experience. 

For desktop publishers, writers and other profes¬ 
sionals who find themselves on the go, the STBook is 
an excellent choice. It is highly preferable to the 16- 
pound STacy. With the optional FAX modem and disk 
drive, the STBook is darn near perfect for anyone 
needing a portable system. 

STBook 

Atari Computer Corp. 

1196 Borregas Ave. 

Sunnyvale, CA 94089-1302 
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The ChicAqo ComputerIest —An 8-biT PERspeciivE 



Jeff Potter 


Not having gone to one of these shows before, I was amazed when more than 200 
people were lined up at the gate at the opening (10 AM Saturday morning). We 8-bit 
Classic owners had our own room with about 10 exhibitors. Activity there was pretty 
good, exceeding what I had expected (I heard over 2400 eventually showed up for all 
areas, both days). Here's what I remembered: 

Atari was reportedly going to "dean out the warehouse" of 8-bit equipment at this 
show. The really juicy stuff (old 1450's or other rarities) was missing, but some good 
bargains were to be had. About 10 XEP-80's were scarfed up in the first hour or less 
for $10 each. Several dozen XEGS (without power supplies) were sold at $25. Some 
other packages (AtariLab Starter Kits and Light Kits, Visicalc) were sold for $10 each. 
A bunch of light pens were for sale, until someone noticed some of them didn't work. 
The LCACE booth then started testing each of them. Near the end of the show on 
Sunday, the remaining working ones went on sale for $2.50 each (I got mine!). 

Bob Puff and Chris Freemesser were there, representing Computer Software 
Services (CSS). They had a bare-board Black Box connected to a 130XE and were 
demonstrating its capabilities. I hear they sold a fair number of XF551 dual disk up¬ 
grades, which provides a 3.5" disk drive in addition to the original 5.25" drive. They 
also had a lot of older stuff on hand (I remember "The Pill" and the Richman's 80- 
column word processor.). 

I loaded my newest COLRVIEW program onto Bob's hard disk, and I watched in 
awe as it took three seconds to load a 24K COLRVIEW image that my XF551 (in 
single density) took over 30 seconds. Bob said he made enough sales to cover his 
expenses, and he enjoyed the show. 

Chuck Steinman was there representing DataQue. He was selling TransKeys 
(adapter for IBM keyboards to the 8-bit Atari), and various upgrades in his Turbo-816 
line. He also did a brisk business in Lynx cartridge wallets throughout the show, and 

handed out many dozen copies of AtariUser 
magazine. Chuck also held a seminar Saturday 
on the future of the 8-bit computers, where he 
introduced his plans for the 1600XLE and 
130XEC models. [Ed: See the November 1991 issue 
of Atari Interface for Chuck's article concerning 
these plans.] 

The ICD people showed up in the 8-bit 
room Saturday morning and disappeared to the 
16-bit room after only three or four hours. Late 
Sunday, they reappeared and announced a 
"blow-out" of the remaining stuff. They had a 
few MIOs offered at $199 or $249 depending on 
RAM (which I heard did not sell), and a few 
copies of SpartaDOS 3.2 and the SpartaDOS 
Construction Set. No more MAC/65 carts 
(sigh). 

A distributor I hadn't heard of by the name 
of K.O. Distributors was showing two new 
games and a paint program. FRED was one of 
them, which seemed to play a little like a Mario 
Bros. game. In the game, you guide the cave- 
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Bob Puff, CSS owner 


man around as he jumps from place to place, throwing 
rocks at animals, etc. MISSION SHARK was a 
jumping, climbing, shooting game, where you seemed 
to be infiltrating some high-tech installation. 

Both games seemed to keep the kids who visited 
our room interested. I checked the games on my 
unmodified 48K 800, and both loaded and worked. 

K.O. Distributors was also demonstrating (by 
videotape) a paint program called EscalPaint. This was 
showing some striking pictures which the K.O. repre¬ 
sentative claimed were converted from Amiga picture 
files (by a program not available through him) and 
touched up by EscalPaint. 

We later checked, and it appears his file format is 
compatible with the .ILC format that my APACVIEW 
creates. Note that EscalPaint runs only on a 64K XL or 
XE system. All programs were written by a couple 
programmers in Germany for which K.O. is the U.S. 
distributor. Sales seemed to be pretty good there. 

LJK (of Data Perfect/Letter Perfect fame) was there, 
showing a Video Titler program. It was good to see an 
old stalwart like LJK still showing up, but I'm afraid 
his sales were slow. 

LCACE and one or two other clubs showed up, 
selling old stock of commercial programs and libraries 
of PD disks. Mars Merchandising was also selling old 
stock of commercial 8-bit programs. 

I was there, showing the demo of the "Maze of Ag- 
dagon" game (which is not finished). I had brisk sales 
of all my APAC and COLRVIEW graphics viewers/ 
etc. Happily, a good many people recognized my 
name and my product. I, of course, tried to show off 
the best images from my collection of GIF, Amiga and 


ST Degas pictures to try to draw the "oohs" and "ahhs" 
from people who'd never seen such a picture from a 
"lowly" 8-bit machine. 

A high point of the show was when a gentleman 
who runs a computer and electronics store in Akron, 
Ohio, showed up with his digital camera (a Canon 
Xapshot). He walked around and snapped photos of 
us with this, then popped it open to show this little 
postage stamp-sized disk that holds 50 pictures. Then, 
he connected a cable from it to one of our monitors 
and showed us the pictures with remarkable speed. 

The images had great fidelity, with no evidence of 
limited color resolution. He said he sold these for $475, 
and software for other computers could convert these 
to GIF and let you touch up the pictures. I'm still 
wondering if he's going to be able to find us, so we can 
receive our pictures somehow! 

The 16-bit area was much larger, and quite a bit 
busier. I'll leave the reporting on that area to another 
source. The Lynx and ST game areas were impressive, 
with something like 50 STs set up for playing MIDI 
Maze and other games. 

I apologize to anyone I forgot to mention, as the 
show seemed to go like a whirlwind for me. I was glad 
to finally meet several of the users and developers 
who have been in contact with me over the last few 
years. I'm looking forward to the next show I can 
attend. 



The ATARI XL/XE Commercial 
Software Drought is OVER !!! 

id 

SOFTWAF 
produced 1 
GAMES o 
worldwide, 
GAME in 
animated ) 
sound effe 
GAME-in- 
comprehei 
suDerior 6 

?E INFINITY proudly presents the First Major ATARI XL/XE Commercial GAME Releases 
lor the North American market since 1987 1! Eleven spellb.nd.ng ’ sopW^Mfedl Ml 

n 9 economically - priced premium quality Disks ! Unveiled to unanimous critical acciam 
and already Bestsellers in Europe - now newly enhanced to revitalize your XL/XE 1 Every 
SfsNEW ^E-SOFT Series boasts ultra-realistic & colorful state of the art high-resolution 
graphics outstanding music, and lots of clever surprises. Many also feature 1S2tai*nE!i t 
icts P can save your high scores or give you help-prompts, allow you tosjup levete wpauM* 
progress, and provide a user - friendly Editor to create your own ne« screens. PnnT^h Aim 
nsively detailed Instruction Manuals are written in clear, easily u n ^tandableEnalish - AMI 

i 4 K KF-SOFT titles are endlessly entertaining to novice and experienced ATARI GAMErs alike. 

$10.50 GAMES 

2 or more for $9.50 each ! 

2 ADOR (Mah-Jong) 

Turn over all 144 Chinese-symbol tiles on the game board 
bv matching singles to make pairs that are solely 
connectible by an invisible line (which canl cross any active 
tiles or be bent more than twice)! 20 high-powereid levels. 

DRAG 

Guide intrepid Drag the Frog past deadly mine*, exploding 
bombs. A tailing rocks in a treacherous underground lair, 
to collect diamonds and escape before his■ air iuns out! 
Fifty screens of exciting Boulderdash - type arcade action. 

SOGON 

Navigate your sturdy forklift around the 50 barrier-filled floors 
of a skyscraper to relocate large crates one at a time to 
waiting storage bays. Once you’ve moved a crate to any 
perimeter-wan or partition, you canl pull it back - devious! 

ZEBU LAND 

Help Zebu engineer the escape of his 3 brothers from a 
50-level labyrinthine world of revolving doors and blocked 
passageways (move wall-segments aside to reveal exits)! 

DRED1S 

At last -- the unparalleled mind-boggling .^"fro^al ATARI 
XL/XE version of the arcade champ Tetris! Ultra-challenging 
puzzle multiple levels of difficulty, one- A 2 - player modes. 

$14.50 GAMES 

2 or more for $12.50 each ! 

TECHNO NINJA 

Voyage to a hostile alien world to reclaim your home 
planet's ultimate source of power! Encounter 10 perilous 
landscapes on 100 screens. Gain energy earn upto 8 extra 
weapons, battle over 50 monsters. Enhanced densrty disk. 

CULTIVATION / CHROMATICS 

Two brain-busting puzzlers on one disk! . .. 

s*ijjssf:ss 

aftejwaawsar" 1 

OBUTROID 

As the last Star Warrior of Xyros, you must track the evil 
Tindalos to his underground dungeon and engage in mortal 
combat! Find special weaponry to survive never-before- 

TOBOT / BROS 

Two invigorating arcade adventures for the price of one] 
TOBOT Using his versatile laser jiun our robot 

superhero must escape a spooky 50 - ro6m castle! 

Order 3 or more KE-SOFT GAME titles Mixed 

($14.50 & $10.50 items together) -- subtract 
$1.50 from the price of each ! Or collect em ALL 
- get Complete Set of ALL 11 Onoina KE-SOFT 
GAMES described above for just $83 ! 

Great KE-SOFT GAMES DEMO DISK with playable sample 
screens - FREE with any 2 GAME Disks, or $4.00 
separately S/s Large A Spectacular NEW ATARI BOO/XL/ 
XE/GS Public Domain CATALOG, showcasing the BEST 
ATARI 8-Bit P-D in North Amenca. is only $2.00, or FREE 
on request with any 2 KE-SOFT GAMES. 

SHIPPING And HANDLING is always just $3 in North 
America and $5 Internationally, regardless of quantity ol 
KE-SOFT products ordered. NO State Sales Taut is due 

All Advertised ATARI Software Products are Distributed 
in North America and the Western Hemisphere by: 

SOFTWARE INFINITY 

III 642 East Waring Avenue 

VIV State College. PA 16801 
(814) 238-7967 

Call Si’s 24-hour Telephone Hotline to: 

i 

1 We welcome your MasterCard or VISA (no extra charge) 

. or Bank / Post Office/ personal/ etc checks A money orders. 

“ Brand NEW KE-SOFT GAME Titles from SI 
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After clobbering ourselves, by driv¬ 
ing from Montreal to both Windsor 
and WAACE shows, and calculating 
that the Chicago trip would entail at 
least eight more hours of driving 
than either of the preceding trips, 
we decided to fly to Chicago. 

If we had known what misad¬ 
ventures, discomforts and costs 
would ensue from that decision, we 
would have bundled into a mini- 
van and driven again! But, we can't 
all be soothsayers. Once we were 
flying, the trip was fairly quick and 
almost painless. (Ha!) 

Four of us—Paul Etch, Marc 
Sauve, Garry Stocker and myself— 
arrived in Chicago the Thursday 
morning before the show. Another 
entity (in bulky and awkward 
chunks) came with us—the equip¬ 
ment/luggage. 

Our pre-show objectives were to 
contact organizers and companies 
supplying additional equipment for 
our participation in the Fest; visit 
local specialty record stores to stim¬ 
ulate interest in ASTMUM mem¬ 
bers' finished works; rent a video 
camera and a big enough car; and 
get in some sightseeing before the 
show. 

As we swept south on Lakeshore 
Drive, towards looming skyscra¬ 
pers, Paul, an ex-Chicagoan, related 
important facts about how a fellow 
named Fullerton bequeathed the 
lake-front land to the City of Chi¬ 
cago on condition that the real estate 
not be developed. The City made 
good on its promise; it didn't erect 
buildings along the lakefront—it 
built the very impressive highway 
on which we were driving. 

Almost by a fluke, we ended up 
at the Science and Industry Mus¬ 
eum. Whaddaya know? Free admis¬ 
sion on Thursdays! 


The museum was enormous and 
could easily consume an entire 
weekend. However, we had to be 
selective, and Paul recommended 
we tour through the authentic Ger¬ 
man WWII submarine the U.S. 
Navy had successfully "unscuttled" 
and, after the war, towed up the St. 
Lawrence to the Great Lakes and 
hauled ashore to the museum. 

As we went through, we were 
subjected to just enough special ef¬ 
fects to get the imagination working. 
Fantastic! We also saw a bit of the 
Chicago-commissioned IMAX film, 
"ANTARCTICA" (shades of the 
many large and special format films 
of EXPO '67), the historic space cap¬ 
sules and much more. 

After staying overnight in Chi¬ 
cago, we checked into the Ramada 
Hotel O'Hare on Friday. Garry and I 
were quickly plunged into helping a 
team, led by Bob Brodie and Larry 
Grauzas, Jr., to move, unpack and 
set up many Mega/STE4 systems in 
the DeskTop Publishing seminar 
room. As more people made in¬ 
creasing demands on Bob Brodie's 
attention, I was impressed by his 
ability to maintain his focus and 
direct important jobs through in 
proper sequence. 

Unlike the mirrored room at 
WAACE, the main exhibitor area 
was large, with a high ceiling. Some 
areas—in particular, our corner 
booth (#6) and the exhibitor exten¬ 
sion (booths 46 through 58)—were 
poorly lit. Also, the organizers had 
ordered blue/white draping, but 
were confronted with yellow. How 
do you cope with this? 

Our rented camera was delayed. 
While waiting for it near the regis¬ 
tration desk, we were treated to a 
panorama of Atari notables arriving 
for the Fest. Among them, our own 
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Geoffrey Earle, President of Atari Canada, was down 
from Toronto. At the peak of our traumatic cycle, the 
video camera finally arrived. Now, we were equipped 
to document the show, wherever possible, for our 
members in Montreal. 

I don't remember exactly how we got roped into it, 
but we set up our equipment in the Penthouse Ball¬ 
room and provided music for the pre-show reception 
that evening. There were some unlikable aspects to 
that reception, but there was good conversation and 
banter (even a tinge of healthy apprehension) about 
the next day's show. 

[About the Author: Kest Carter-Morgan is an aud¬ 
io/video recording engineer, electronic prototype designer 
and computer repair technician specializing in ST-related 
projects. He is one of the founding members of the Atari 
ST/Mega Users of Montreal user group.] 

I lf anyone asks, tell I 

’em you saw their 
ad in AIM! 


Be a REAL HERO! 

for the Atari ST/STe computers 

A new dimension in role- 
playing games that combines 
arcade action with graphic 
adventure. Best of all, you and a 
friend can now save the 
universe TOGETHER on the 
same computer or OVER A 
MODEM! 

Adventure enough for TWO! 

One megabyte or more of memory required 

Hero! 

Udpid's keep 

§ 39.95 

Order from us direct at: 

PAL Publishing 
5415 E. Washington 
Fresno, CA 93727 
(209) 456-1668 

or contact your local dealer for more information 



V STeno / 

Powerful Text Editor 


STeno 1 M is a complete and easy to use, 
window based, text editor for your 
Atari ST, STE, or TT/030. 

With STeno you can easily edit any 
standard ASCII or plain text file. It 
even has powerful text formatting, 
search & replace , and auto-wrapping 
features usually only found in more 
expensive word processing packages. 

For maximum convenience, STeno 
can be run as either a desk accessory or 
as a stand alone GEM program. 

When run as a desk accessory, STeno 
places its complete drop-down menus 
inside its own window. This allows full 
access to its entire menu set from inside 
any GEM program. 


STeno’s fast text scrolling, powerful 
cut & paste capability, and efficient 
search & replace function make any 
text editing job a breeze. 

STeno also lets you change the text 
size to allow more control over how 
your information is displayed. When 
printing out your text, STeno will auto¬ 
matically paginate the output and add a 
descriptive page header. 

STeno can even interface with the 
popular STalker IM 3 telecommunications 
package to act as a capture buffer , cut 
& paste editor, and type ahead editor. 

STeno works with all Atari computers 
and can even interface with the popular 
NeoDesk® 3 desktop. 


*1 


STeno: Untitled 
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Insert File... 
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STeno text editor. 
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It is very easy to 





use, fast, and 
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All this and more is available for the 
incredibly low introductory price of 
$29.95. To order your own copy today, 
call us toll free at (800) 284-4742. 

GRIBNIF SOFTWARE 

P.O. Box 350 • Hadley, MA 01035 
Tel: (413) 584-7887 • Fax: (413) 584-2565 

Min,, uni SI,Mn am n.-|!iOcrvd trademark v ,* Simla Software AM nher trademark, Mon* M their 
respective holder. hwhiMW market in* and htensin* h) (intend Software hnlire ad is <'opvn*hl 
Wl (Inhml Software. All Rights Reserved All price,are suhieel mchanjte 
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PRESIDENTIAL PONDERINGS by Alvan Sherrin 


On the 6th of December, 1991, we held our fourth an¬ 
nual AAAUA Christmas party. Members and families once 
again joined together to enjoy good fellowship and the spirit 
of Christmas while listening to Christmas music and view¬ 
ing Christmas scenes on our computers. 

Larry Allen did a great job in coordinating the overall ef¬ 
fort assisted by his wife Hope, Joe & Marion Barth, Jannet 
& A1 Blocker, Gino Giammalvo, Paul Hitzfelder, Mike 
Lively & crew, Alice Livingston, Oskar Orta, Rose Marie 
Pettit, Charles Ramos, Thelma & Burl Sunvison, and my 
bride, Ginny. And not to be forgotten are those who helped 
clean up after the festivities. Our thanks also to Peggy Blank 
who made the arrangements for the superb party room. Our 
very successful party was the result of the collective efforts 
of many people. Thank you all, including anyone I may 
have overlooked. 

The food committee did an excellent job in preparing a 
most attractive spread which apparently met the approval of 
those attending, judging from the rapidity of its disap¬ 
pearance. Shortly after 8 PM the Atari game contest featur¬ 
ing Miner 2049 took place. Tiki Stewart won a Drop Zone 
disk by Microdaft for third place, Paul Hitzfelder won a 
joystick in second place, and Bobby Stewart came in first 
winning, guess what, a Miner 2049er game cartridge! Each 
participant received an Atari Game patch, which, if worn in 
plain view on an item of clothing to the January meeting, 
will entitle the wearer to one free raffle ticket! 

Next, we had the raffle where everyone won! Oskar Orta 
got the Atari 1010 Cassette Recorder, Paul Hitzelder won 
the Atari 1020 Color Plotter, Mike Lively won the 
AtariWriter Plus Word Processor, Joe Barth got the Atari 
Light Pen and AtariGraphics cartridge, and the Atari 400 
computer with 48 KBytes RAM and keyboard upgrade went 
to Thelma Sunvison. All other members who attended won a 
Solar Star game disk by Microdaft. Our thanks to Honorary 
member Floyd Blunk, owner of Atari-Ville and Honorary 
member and past Vice President, John Hardie who either 
donated or provided most of the prizes at or below cost. 
Floyd also gave a Lucasfilm BallBlazer disk by Epyx to 
each member of AAAUA including those who were unable 
to attend the Christmas Party. The AAAUA gift to members 
was a Christmas music and graphics disk. 

A big surprise to me was being conferred AAAUA 
Honorary membership by Thelma Sunvision. I was pleased 
to accept the honor, recognizing that I could have done noth¬ 
ing without the loyal support of the membership and the 
dedicated assistance from the Board of Officers and several 
others members. Later, it was my pleasure to present 
Honorary memberships to Gino Giammalvo and Thelma 
Sunvison in recognition of their long and dedicated service. 
They are two of the key supporters of AAAUA who make 
things happen! I also had the privilege of presenting an 
AAAUA Certificate of Appreciation to Peggy Blank for her 


loyal support over the past four years. 

I wanted to share this bit of good news with the rest of 
the Atari user group community because it illustrates what a 
user group should be. That is, it is not just a cold impersonal 
gathering of computer users, rather it’s warm human beings 
who enjoy being in the company of others who share their 
fascination with computers. But this association goes far 
beyond the technicalities of the digital computer; many 
close and lasting friendships are formed among the mem¬ 
bers. At this time of year it is especially appropriate to take 
a moment to reflect upon our good fortune and friendship. 
As we begin our 1992 adventure, I want to wish each of you 
out there in Atariland, the very best of health and happiness 
in the coming New Year and always. 



Atari Computer Owners Resource Network 
Fort Wayne, Indiana 


Before nomination of officers for the new year, two 
proposals were presented, discussed, and put to a vote. The 
first was to have a single vice-president instead of separate 
8- and 16-bit vice-presidents. It was discussed and passed 
with no opposing votes. The second proposal was to replace 
the one librarian office with separate 8- and 16-bit 
librarians. This proposal also passed with no opposing 


votes. 

The following individuals 
President: 

Eric Converse 
Bob Kelley 
Treasurer: 

Kim Stahn 
8-Bit Librarian: 

Phil Volkert 
Scott Schaffer 


were nominated for office: 
Vice-President: 

Scott Schaffer 
Barry Tracy 

Secretary/Newsletter Editor: 

Eric Converse 
16-bit Librarian: 

Jim Keller 
Rob Magdich 


Demonstrations after the nomination of officers in¬ 
cluded Visicalc and Bobterm on the 8-bit by Scott Schaffer 
and Hero’s Quest on the ST by Mike Surface. Ken Helms 
brought his Mega STe to the meeting and it was used for the 
ST demo. 

All meetings for the foreseeable future will be con¬ 
ducted on the first Saturday of each month at the Shawnee 
Branch Library beginning at 10 AM. 

Annual membership dues are due now. If you haven’t 
paid then please send $18 to Kim Stahn. 









































ASTWUM 

ATARI ST/MEGA USERS 
(Montreal) 

Our users’ group consists of MIDI musicians, composers, 
videographers, artists, writers, technicians, students, teachers and 
business people. We also welcome new members, interested in 
learning about the ST/MEGA (even STE, MEGA STE and TT) 
models, and their applications, before purchasing. 

Founded in 1987, ASTMUM provides its productivity-minded 
members with technical support, training and emergency assistance 
(24-Hour, Repair Hotline), laser printing and graphics services, as 
well as discounts (through participating dealers) on original soft¬ 
ware, computer hardware and music industry-related equipment. 

To benefit its members, and the visiting public, our group has 
participated in these shows and expositions: 

CEGEP Rosemont AtariFest, Montreal, September ’88 

WORLD OF ATARI, Dearborn, Ml USA, June *89 

PRODUCTION *90, Montreal, May ’90 

SUM ’90, Montreal, June ’90 

Windsor/Detroit International Atari Fest, May ’91 

PRODUCTION ’91, Montreal, June ’91 

SUM ’91, Montreal, June ’91 

WAACE AtariFest ’91, Reston, VA USA, October ’91 
Chicago ComputerFest, Rosemont, IL USA, November ’91 

We have kept our members informed of Atari’s progress on 
their most recent models (TT, MEGA STE, ST Book and STylus) 
through our large periodicals library, videotaped show-tours and 
interviews with software and hardware developers. 

Encouraging members to form special interest groups, we hold 
monthly meetings (usually the last Sunday of each month) and 
offer seminars and demonstrations. 

Some members teach others, in "hands-on" recording studio 
environments, at generous discounts. Masters of piano tuning, 
computer repair and instrument restoration work their magic. In¬ 
coming members are impressed by the efficacy with which our 
specialists troubleshoot the previously unsolvable. Even singers 
find help for their vocal problems! 

In addition to helping ASTMUM musicians market their CDs, 
LPs and cassettes, at exhibitions and retail outlets, we have as¬ 
sembled a "sampler" cassette highlighting some of their work. You 
can order this extraordinary, chromium dioxide wonder 
(ASTMUMusic Sampler, ’91-’92) for $12.00 postpaid! Please 
specify your choice of noise reduction: Dolby B, Dolby C, DBX or 
Super D (this list will get longer because at least one, new, noise 
reduction system will be introduced this year). Send your Money 
Order (in U.S. dollars if you live in the U.S.A.) to our address, 
below. Make sure your return address is complete and clearly 
printed. 

If you use your Atari to create music or assist in performing it, 
and would like help in launching and publicizing an independent 
release, our group may be just the ticket. 

Membership information, advice, product list and sampler cas¬ 
settes may be obtained by writing to: 

ASTMUM, Attn: K. Carter-Morgan 
P.O. Box 966, Station B 
Montreal, PQ, Canada H3B 3K5 
or by phoning (514) 272-6631 (voice only) 

Executive Exhortations by Kest Carter-Morgan 

Many readers are probably aware that we strutted our 
musical stuff at the Chicago ComputerFest, jointly held by 
LCACE and Atari, November 23 and 24, 1991 (my serial¬ 
ized account appears elsewhere in this issue). 

We also dedicated a considerable portion of our booth to 


displaying and distributing tourist material and a schedule of 
events for Montreal's 350th birthday celebration in 1992. 
Throughout the show, we hinted heavily that Montreal 
would be a natural for an AtariFest (as early as May or June 
and as late as September). 

We are looking at two possible themes: one that would 
link local, Atari users’ groups and dealers to the annual, Qui 
Fait Quoi (Who Makes What) Production ’92 exhibition 
which caters to the video, film, music and stage production 
industries; the other choice would be an all-out AtariFest 
organized by Atari Canada, some positive-minded dealers 
and at least 3 local, users’ groups. 

The first is very attractive because of its music 
production angle, but has Atari up against other, competing 
platforms at the show. Knowing that some Atari MIDI and 
production systems are superior is not enough; we must 
demonstrate and prove our assertions. If we all do our jobs 
well, people who have previously dismissed Atari may take 
a second look - and then some! Even if the activities have to 
be split between two downtown locations, they could be a 
short walk apart and still interact well. 

The second theme offers a safe scenario of already 
convinced users patting each other on the back (in the 
middle of an uncaring world) or, a chance, through proper 
planning and publicity, to draw in, and welcome, people 
new to the Atari experience. The encouraging upswing in 
Atari software quality and exciting hardware developments 
will have more meaning with new users coming onstream. 
There will be a lot to show! I know this will require a larger 
hall than that needed for the annex portion of the first 
proposal. I’m keeping mum as to my preferred site, for now, 
but we’ll have more time and flexibility to plan for this - if 
it’s in the fall. 

Montreal has a strong, if fragmented, Atari community. I 
can leave my house and walk in almost any direction... and 
arrive at an Atari dealer within 5 or 15 minutes. I’ll be 
happy to demonstrate this to any visitors (I often do!). To 
ensure the longevity of our platform, I’m confident that our 
community will muster the resources and spirit to host such 
an event. 

Some Canadian and American users’ groups have made 
approving noises, but we need to receive more committed 
responses - soon! If not, the opportunities for 1992 will 
evaporate. I urge those readers, interested in having a really 
unique, international AtariFest, to write or call. Let us know 
what you want! 

Adieu for now! 

KCM (ASTMUM) 
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Buffalo Region Atari Group for STs 


Minutes of the November 21,1991 General Meeting 

The beginner’s corner started with a demonstration by 
Chairman Mark Pierro of MaxiFile III, the super file 
manipulation tool from CodeHead Software. The regular 
meeting then began at 7:30 pm with 15 members present. 

The first order of business was the election for 4 Board 
of Director members. Seeing there were only 4 nominations, 
the vote was unanimous to re-elect Carl Barron, Harv 
Hontz, Mike Leskow and Lou Krueger. 

The meeting went on with general announcements and a 
discussion of the format of the December meeting. It was 
felt we should have an informal meeting and instead of 
demos, people would bring in their favorite game to play. 
There also would be refreshments and cookies, etc. 

The meeting continued with demos of CardFile 3 by 
Mark Pierro and Outline Art by Mike Burkley. Just before 
the break, Mark demonstrated some of the PD and Share¬ 
ware programs put together on a disk for sale at the break 
consiting of Astro Tunnel, LlamaTron, Color Drachen, El- 
lieMouse Coloring Book, Kid Mixup Plus, Rolling Ronnie 
and Traffic. 

There was a break in the middle of the demo’s at which 
time we had our regular raffle and door prize. Mark Pierro 
won the software raffle (CardFile 3) and the door prizes 
were won by Harv Hontz (Disk Head Cleaner) and A1 
Adams (Disk Box Holder). 

The meeting continued with an Open Forum and closed 
at 9:45 pm. 



Galesburg AUG, 55 Herring St., Galesburg, IL 61401 

President Russ Watson (309) 343-6609 

The club meets the 2nd Monday of each month at 7 PM 
at the Community Center on Simmons St., Galesburg, IL, 
one block south of downtown. New family membership is 
$10 yr., student membership is $5 yr. Both Atari 8-bit & ST 
are supported. 


Layton ACE 
of 

Utah 




The Layton Atari Computer Enthusiasts (L.A.C.E.) 
membership cost $20 per year. Privileges include the AIM 
Monthly Magazine, access to the 8-Bit and ST club 
libraries, monthly meetings, monthly AIM public domain 
disks, help and friendship. If you are presently not a LACE 
Club member and wish to join contact the one of following 
persons or write to LACE, c/o Irwin Brooks, 3897 South 
2275 West, Roy, UT 84067 or call (801) 731-1516. 

Your elected L.A.C.E. Club Officers are: 

Mike Russel, President (801) 546-0707 

Doug Hansen, Vice President (801) 393-6849 
Ken Karchner, Secretary/Treasurer (801) 776-8015 
Richard Clark, 8-Bit Librarian (801) 825-5823 
Kelly Knecht, ST Librarian (801) 773-5652 

Irwin Brooks, Publications Coord. (801) 731-1516 
The L.A.C.E. Club Meets in the basement of the 
Clearfield Library every second Wednesday of the month at 
7 PM. 

Mark your calendars for the next three meetings: 
February 12, 1992 
March 11, 1992 
April 8, 1992 
See You There!!! 



The Mid-Ohio Atari User Group (MAUG) will begin 
meeting at Lex-Tronics starting January 1992. Lex-Tronics 
is located at 1623 West Fourth Street in Ontario (between 
Parties Plus and Family Classic Video). Meetings are from 
7:00pm until 9:00pm on the third Saturday of each month. 
For more information about MAUG or its meetings, feel free 
to contact Chuck Steinman at (419) 529-9797 from 1:00pm- 
5:30pm eastern time. 

MAUG supports all the various Atari computer models 
and their users. AIM is the official user group magazine, and 
is included as part of the $12.00 annual dues (effective 
12/91). Each member in good standing receives AIM each 
month (or as published) mailed to their home. AtariUser 
magazine is also available free to local members at the meet¬ 
ings and various other locations. 

The club maintains both an ST and 8-bit disk library. We 
have all of the available AIM disks-of-the-month. These 
disks are available anyone whether a member of MAUG or 
not. The AIM ST disks are $4.00 each, and if you purchase 
three or more at the same time, they would only be $3.50 
each. The 8-bit disks are $3.00 each, with orders of three or 








































more being at $2.50 per diskette. These prices include ship¬ 
ping and handling. 

The 1992 dues for MAUG membership are $10.00 for 
all members. Dues which are payed by check or money 
order should be sent to: MAUG c/o Chuck Steinman, Post 
Office Box 134, Ontario, OH 44862, USA. Please make the 
check out to "MAUG c/o Chuck Steinman". Once payment 
is received, you should expect to see your first magazine in 
approximately 6-9 weeks. Since orders are placed to 
Unicorn Publications the second week of each month, you 
should send your payment to arrive at least a week before 
that time to minimize the period before your first issue ar¬ 
rives. 



P3ACE 

Serving the Colorado Springs ATARI community since 1982. 
P.O. Box 17779, Colorado Springs, CO 80935-7779. Annual dues 
are $20/year. All meetings are held at 7-9PM at the T.J. Maxx Cen¬ 
ter Community Room, SE comer Palmer Park and Academy. 8-bit 
SIG meets the first Tuesday each month. ST SIG meets the fourth 



Middle 

Georgia 


The Middle Georgia Atari Users Group is the sole Atari Club 
in the middle Georgia are. We are composed of forty-three mem¬ 
bers of which approximately half are ST users. The new Club 
President, Jeff Vincent can be reached by phone at (912) 836-3852. 
The MG AUG address is RT.l, Box 362 M4, Carl Sutton Rd. Lizel- 
la, Ga. 31052. MGAUG meets on the second Sunday of each 
month at 1:00pm at the Warner Robins Library. 

As most of you know, Pete Miller resigned as Club President at 
our November meeting. Pete remains a member of MGAUG. Our 
hats are off to Pete for his efforts in keeping the club alive for all of 
these years. 

No one seemed too eager to take the bull by the horns — so, 
loaded with a head full of ideas and the abililty to run my mouth in 
front of a group of people without shame, I volunteered to give it a 

try. 

The December meeting kicked off at the normal time. The big¬ 
gest area of discussion focused on the proposed changes in annual 
dues and meeting format. 

Member attendance has been on the lean side lately. If you 
have not been to a meeting in a while, please make every effort to 
attend the January and February meetings. We are in the process of 
putting together an agenda that appeals to every member. At the 
December meeting we discussed the possibilty of raising annual 
dues. This would help aid in the purchasing of hardware and soft¬ 
ware for the club. I also plan on having a software drawing at the 
meetings to help boost interest and attendance. We will try to demo 
something at each meeting, so please bring your machines! 

We also discussed moving the meeting place to a location in 
Macon where there are twenty-two STs at our disposal, ready to 
run. We’ve made no decision yet - come in and give us your 
ideas!! This is your club too! 

Look for an upcoming ’head to head’ TOP GUN tournament 
(FALCON option via null-modem cable) with a prize for the win¬ 
ner, of course. 

The Musician (Riverside Drive, Macon) continues to support 
ST software, although the selection kept on hand is somewhat 
small due to the lack of sales. Those of us present at this month’s 
meeting feel that the club should support our only dealer within a 
hundred miles. So, all software that MGAUG purchases for the 
club will be bought at the Musician. If you want a piece of soft¬ 
ware, give the Musician a call. Their prices are competitive with 
mail-order, and in most cases they can have the software faster 
than normal UPS or US Mail. If he doesn’t stock it, he can get it. 

That about covers it this month. Hope to see you at January’s 
meeting. We will be making some crucial decisions and giving 
away a piece of software, so make every effort to attend! 



Thursday each month. 
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Steve Leser 
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Terry Quinn 
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VP 8-bit 
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Editor 
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The Prez Sez by Steve Leser 

Well, the P3ACE Holiday meeting is over, which means 
it’s time to announce election results. Obviously, we have a 
new President! Rick has done a great job in the past, but he 
will be leaving the area soon, so he decided not to run. The 
difficult task of following in the footsteps of someone who 
has done such a super job has been given to me. 

Terry Quinn was elected to a second term as ST Vice 
President. Rick Mount is our new Secretary/Treasurer. 
(Some of our members who have been with the club awhile 
will recall that he held that post before about two years ago). 
Fred Koch is our new ST Librarian. (Everyone was 
thoroughly impressed with his home cataloging system so...) 
And Sam Cherry is the new editor. On the 8-bit side, Roger 
Meston was elected to a second term as 8-bit Librarian and 
Rick Reaser will temporarily take over 8-bit Vice President 
until a permanent replacement can be found. 

Besides elections, this meeting also served as our holiday 
party and swapmeet. Many people brought goodies to eat, 
and there was a huge amount of software and hardware for 
sale, both 8-bit and ST. 

This is an exciting time to be leading the club. This year 
will mark our first full year as a recognized Atari users 
group. Looking back at the last year, our vice presidents had 
many interesting topics and guests appear at the meetings. 
For this next year, Pd like to see if we could get someone 
from Atari to come out and talk to the club. (Bob Brodie 
perhaps?) Things seem to really be picking up for Atari, if 
the Glendale and WAACE shows are any indication. (Good 
job WAACE!!!) 

The Club is in the process of acquiring its large Hard 
Drive for our BBS. By the time you read this, Laser BBS 
will be up and running 300-2400 Baud at (719) 527-1374. 
The entire club Library will be up on the board, along with 
FidoNet echos! So give us a call!!! 

We are also looking to augment our large library of 8-bit 
and ST shareware and PD software by trading with other 
clubs. A full list of our available software will be on Laser 
BBS, but if you cannot call the board, call me at (719) 576- 
3357 and I will mail you a list. 

ST SIG Notes by Terry Quinn 

At the October ST SIG, Tim Reyes of Maxwell CPU 
demoed a new graphics software package, Silhouette. Sil- 























houette is a bit image and vector graphics package with 
auto-tracing. It blew my socks off!!!\ It is far superior to sim¬ 
ilar products for our Macs at work. This program has an 
amazing array of features. We have some brochures that 
describe the program fully. Tim also explained how bezier 
and b-splines work and the limitations presented by GEM. 
The packaging for the program is also very good. The pro¬ 
gram costs $69.95 and Tim indicated that he would provide 
P3ACE members (only) the upgrade to version 1.25 as a 
part of the original purchase price. Tim also showed us 
Fractal Fantasy which is also an outstanding program. 

It turned out that Tim was pretty late getting to the meet¬ 
ing and fortunately John Peters stepped in and talked about 
the latest doings with GEnie. He said that GEnie has more 
business than they can stand and that it is highly possible 
that more ’’pay” features may be included in the basic $4.95 
service. Shortly after John’s announcement, some of this ac¬ 
tually happened. Some of the multiplayer games have 
opened up for instance. John also briefed us on some of the 
latest Atari scuttlebutt and demoed a few fantastic PD items 
from GEnie. Thanks John. We had over 30 people at that 
meeting and although P3ACE members are not prone to 
rioting, I was getting worried when the speaker was late. 

At the November ST-SIG. Terry Quinn showed off his 
homemade outboard 5-1/4” drive for the ST and we had a 
talk by the people who are running the Community News 
Service (CNS) BBS here in town. CNS is a new, commer¬ 
cial fairly small (for commercial) scale BBS which is either 
75 cents an hour (in 10 hour increments) or a flat 9.00 a 
month. They try to offer pretty much the same sort of thing 
their bigger competitors do only local in orientation. They 
are particularly interested in acquiring some Atari users 
since that is currently a weak point in their offerings. To 
give us an incentive, they handed out brochures with coded 
numbers worth two free hours. 

8-bit Tid Bits by Rick Reaser 

The October 8-bit SIG was held at Rick Reaser’s house. 
Eight 8-bit die hards made the event. First, the audience was 
dazzled by Zebu-Land. Zebu-Land is one of the finest 
games around and a review will appear shortly. Roger Mes- 
ton then showed his Christmas videos enhanced through the 
use of Video Titler (VT). You may remember that Roger 
won VT at a 8-bit SIG last spring. (Another incentive to 
make the SIG meetings.) Anyway, Roger is ready for Hol¬ 
lywood now. His efforts were quite impressive. 

The meat of the meeting were demos and instruction 
regarding the various modem terminal programs for the 8- 
bit. We worked our way backwards through the Express 
Cartridge, BobTerm, Express 850, AModem 7.5, 
Chameleon, and Kermit 850. We looked at GEnie and some 
of the local BBSs and discussed and demonstrated some of 
the various file transfer protocols. As is traditional for the 8- 
bitters, the meeting went long. We had a new member visit 
us, Lee Barnes, from Wild Horse (almost Kansas). We 
trouble shot his computer to no avail. The Fahrvemungen in 
his VW van also started to act up when it was time to hit the 
dusty trail as well. It probably had something to do with the 
bad chips in his 800XL. 

Editor E-Mail by Sam Cherry 

The plan for this coming year is to have a little more 
club representation in the AIM club news section. The presi¬ 
dent will present his ponderings, each of the SIG leaders 
will give the minutes of the past SIG as well as SIG stuff 


and the editor will pull it all together and will keep you up to 
date on the mundane andministrative stuff. (Since Sam 
Cherry is moving this weekend, Rick Reaser is filling in this 
month.) Anyway, all the pieces for the club news will be put 
together on the Laser BBS and if anyone else has newswor¬ 
thy items for AIM they should be posted on the Laser BBS. 

Probably the most important thing you need to know is 
that at the last officers meeting, we decided to raise the club 
dues to $20/year. This will apply to all renewals and brand 
new members starting in January. The reason for this is to 
raise money to buy a big Hard Drive for the club’s BBS. 
With a hot BBS, we think the club has a better chance of 
taking off big time. If the club owns the equipment, we 
think the BBS will be a lot more stable. We are also going to 
try to raise money through blank disk sales as well as new 
fund raising concept of Terry Quinn’s — Team Green. 

Team Green is the name of the trash recycling outfit. 
Their phone number is 540-0128. The cost is $9.90 per 
month for unlimited trash pickup. If a non-profit organiza¬ 
tion will sign up at least 20 members, the trash company 
will write out a check for $1.00 per signed up member each 
and every month to the organization. You don’t have to pre¬ 
sort. Apparently they have an automated sorting system 
which takes ordinary mixed household trash and sorts it at a 
central location. We’ll be discussing this more at future 
SIGs. 

We’ve got more 3-1/2 inch disks. New 5-1/4 inch disks 
are still available for 30 cents each. The 3-1/2 inch disks are 
available for 40 cents each. 

The AIM ST and 8-bit Disks of the Month (DOMs) are 
always available at the SIG meetings for $1. We also have 
back issues of the DOM. AND we always have a drawing 
for free DOMs as an incentive to get you to go the SIG 
meetings. 

Also available at the SIG meetings are free AtariUser 
Magazines. Back issues are also available if you missed one. 
The club picks up the shipping for our copies and that is all. 
AtariUser is a pretty neat, newsy little rag. 

The club still gets several other club newsletters/maga¬ 
zines which are available for check out at the SIG meetings. 
These include Current Notes. We have back issues of AIM 
in the library and have now started to get extra copies in 
case of emergency (like the mailman missed your house) 
and for new members. 

For our modemless members, the club has a loaner 
Hayes 300 baud modem and an Atari SX-212 1200 baud 
modem with cables that you can check out. The SX-212 can 
connect directly to both 8-bit and ST computers. We also 
have public domain terminal programs to make these 
modems work with your ST or 8-bit computer as well. 

Pinnacle BBS (599-9059) has apparently gone out of 
business. For those of you who are interested, John Peters’ 
new GEnie handle is GENIELAMP. Hugh DeLong can be 
found on CompuServe at 72337,1342. If anyone in the club 
belongs to a national service and wants to be listed in this 
column, please let me know. We have only one Compu¬ 
Serve person out there. 

Be sure to let us know if you change your address so you 
can continue to receive AIM and please check your mailing 
label to see if your dues are due. See you at the next SIG 
meeting. 








Oldest Atari Club in America, still only $25.00 per year 
for membership. Very large disk libraries available for 
sale/exchange. 

8-Bit & General Help Hotline: David Hunt (503)-286-4417 
ST Help Hotline: Ben Smith (503)-274-7017 Ext. 5225 
ACE Of America BBS: (503)-285-4417 

Over 750 files On-Line, Large 8-Bit & ST Selections, 
World Wide Message Bases, Instant Validation, 3-2400 
Baud 24 hrs., PC-Pursuitable: ORPOR, Carina Support 
BBS 
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Hey gang. I hope the new year has started off with a 
bang for you. Things are going well with the club and 
membership is at an all time high. The Atari market looks 
good with many new and exciting products. The desktop 
publishing market is thriving and the MIDI market is still 
going strong for Atari. Lynx sales were incredible around 
the Triangle area this last Christmas. Most of the stores had 
trouble keeping the units in stock and many reported waiting 
lists for the new redesigned Lynx Combo Kit. 

The Combo Kit includes the new Lynx II, comlynx 
cable, power supply, a travel case, and the California Games 
cartridge. This Kit sold for $129.95. Quite a few club 
members have Lynx game systems and the numbers around 
the area are definitely growing. 

February’s meeting will be held on the 12th. Tentatively, 
we will be be featuring NeoDesk 3.0 and the Mega STe. 
Please call the BBS and get involved with the club. If you 
don’t have a modem, give me a call (Eric) because the club 
has 2 modems that we can loan out to members. We’ll see 
you at the meeting. 


SC JILT SUBURBAN CHICAGO ATARIANS 

* RN INDEPENDENT COMPUTER USERS GROUP 

Meeting on February 1, 1992, the demo will be an Atari 
TT with IBM and Mac emulators. We as a club have not had 
a production TT at one of our meeting or looked at a TT in 
great detail. Greg LaBrec, who works for Atari in Lombard, 
did bring in a pre-production model in the spring of 1991. 
The computer being brought to the February meeting is 
owned by a club member. 

The March 7, 1992 meeting will include a demo of an 
IBM program from Parsons titled Tax Edge. A1 Conley will 
demo this program. He will run the program using PC Ditto 
II installed on an Atari 1040ST. I have seem this program 
run and it is impressive. This program also has the 
capability of sending by modem the tax forms to the IRS. 

On tap for the April 4, 1992 meeting will be GAMES. 
We will have 8bit, 16bit and LYNX games. The titles have 
not been put in stone, but I am sure there will be something 
for everyone who attends. The May 2, 1992 meeting will 
feature the Portfolio hand held computer. 

All meeting will be in the K building College of 
DuPage. I will try and get room K157. 

A reminder from the Officers, Members dues of 20 
dollars for 1992 are now payable since most membership 
runs out in March. If you can not come to the meeting 
please send the dues to our mail Box in Roselle. Hope to see 
you at the meetings. 

Alvin Riesbeck, President 



San Diego 
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Computer 
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Enthusiasts 



General Meetings are the 3rd Monday of each month at the 
North Park Recreation Center Social Room, 4044 Idaho Street at 
7pm. ST/8-bit workshop meetings are on the 1st Thursday of each 
month at the North Park Adult Center, 2719 Howard Street at 7 
pm. All meetings are open to the public. Annual SDACE 
subscription dues are $18 which includes increased BBS access, 
AIM subscription, SDACE newsletter subscription, and reduced 
rates on the Disk of the Month. SDACE’s address is PO Box 
900076, San Diego, Ca 92190. 

President Dan Phillips (619) 462-1289 

Vice President Dean Smith (619) 582-6749 

BBS - 24hrs, 300-2400 baud, 80 MB (619)689-8157 

Greetings from rainy San Diego (just another great 
excuse to stay inside and play with our Ataris!). Our 
December meeting featured a MIDI Maze tournament, 
which also allowed us to try out each other’s different 
joysticks. The Wico Ergostick seemed to be a crowd 
favorite, as were the Advanced Gravis joystick, Wico 
Batstick and the (now obsolete) Epyx XJ-500. Oddly, it was 
an old Atari 2600 joystick—the original—which won the 
most games. So much for progress. 











Interest in Atari 8-bits seems to be picking up as the 
economy slacks off. We hope to increase the number of 8- 
bit programs on our BBS in ’92, as well as help stock other 
local BBS systems which support Atari. 

Other plans for ’92 include bringing Atari factory 
representatives to our meetings, as well as other high profile 
Atari developers/supporters. 
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In JANUARY: 

We will have a swap meet and look at any goodies that 
anyone received at Christmas. We will communicate equip¬ 
ment volunteers by a note in the postcard sent to the mem¬ 
bers before the meeting. Happy Holidays. 



The Saginaw/Tri-City Atari User Group meets the 2nd Satur¬ 
day of the month, at 9 am, at the Rudy Zauel Memorial Library, on 
the corner of Center and Shattuck in Saginaw Township, 
Michigan. Upcoming meetings are January 11th, 1992, February 
8th, 1992, March 14th, 1992, and April 11th, 1992. NOTE: We 
communicate by postcard with our members before each meeting 
to confirm the location and time of the meetings. 

Officers 

President Bryant LaFreniere (517) 835-2234 

ST Librarian Jim Fleming 793-9792 

Treasurer/Secretary Marty Schmidt 792-6029 

8 Bit Librarian Ted Beauchamp 686-8872 

Club dues are still only $20.00, which provides support for 
both the 8 Bit and ST, and full access to the club’s Public Domain 
library, along with a year’s subscription to the Atari Interface 
Magazine. PD disks are $3 for a double-sided disk packed full of 
goodies (2 for $5, what a bargain!). Check your mailing label, if 
you need to renew, (or haven’t joined us yet!). A free PD disk is in¬ 
cluded with each new membership or renewal! DO IT NOW! 

At the December Meeting: 

With the use of postcards to send the meeting activities 
to our members before the meeting, we do not need to in¬ 
form our members of these activities in the AIM magazine. 
This good communication allows us to be flexible with our 
agenda. 

We tried to have a meeting at Marty’s house for the ST 
group due to the low volume of people that have turned up 
in October and November. The idea was to prevent the 
equipment volunteers from taking the time and effort to 
bring equipment to the library and then have only 2-3 people 
show up. Well, the December meeting at Marty’s resulted in 
7 ST people that were packed in his computer room. We all 
decided that if this turnout was representative of future 
meetings then we will meet at the library. We will try to 
meet at the library on January 11th. 

The 8-bit group is also looking at ways to conduct a 
meeting. The 8-bit people should contact Ted for more in¬ 
formation on the next meeting. Hopefully in the near future, 
Ted will contribute a separate 8-bit article of the happenings 
of the 8-bit portion of the club. 

The main event for the STers in December was to listen 
to Darryl talk about the fantastic Atari Show in Chicago. We 
also look at the ultimate auto-tracing program, Avant Vector 
(Darryl got a demo disk from the show). If you are serious 
about auto-tracing a bit- image and converting it to a vector 
drawing for unlimited sizing without loss of resolution, This 
program is a must. Words do not adequately explain this 
program. One word of caution: the cost for the program is 
-$500 but you can not find a program that would beat it on 
the IBM or MAC. 


The STargroup is a computer club specifically for helping 
members use their Atari STs. Our yearly dues are only $15 and 
now include a quarterly newsletter along with a year’s subscription 
to AIM. Other benefits include free access to our library of over 50 
megabytes of Lharced public domain and shareware programs for 
your Atari. The club BBS, the Bandersnatch, has had a fatal hard 
drive crash and thus no longer exists. We do have a message 
section on Lief’s World (904) 573-0734 thanks to the generous 
sysop Lief! 

The STargroup meets on the first and third Tuesday of each 
month at the La Mirada apts. off of Powers Ave. in Jacksonville, 
FL. Everybody is welcome. 

President S. Michael Hallack (904)646-0567 

Vice President Pat Augustine (904)737-8452 

Disk Librarian Jeff Holland (904)737-8452 

Secretary/recruiter Bob Waddell (904)737-1905 

As I write this we are nearing the holidays. December 
17th will have been our joint meeting with FACE, which 
happens to also be a swap meet and Christmas party. We 
will also be discussing the possible merger between the 
STargroup and FACE. We have been interested in this for a 
while, but the minor details are difficult to work out. Watch 
this space to see what we will be named in 1992. <GRIN> 



WAUG GENERAL MEETING MINUTES 12-10-91 
The December meeting opened at 7:30 with a table groaning 
under the weight of cookies, caramel corn, soda pop and door 
prizes for everyone. Also on the table was the club’s STe playing a 
demo of the GFA Basic game Arena Earth. This game, which can 
be played over a modem in addition to being playable on one 
machine, really showed off some of the ST’s graphic capabilities 
right from its opening scene of an exploding alien’s head. 

Before we could get down to the real business of the meeting, 
there were some other distractions. President Dave B. explained to 
the assembled membership what was causing the delay in our 
group purchase of 8-bit hardware, namely the dearth of 
participation. Dave then explained that tonite’s meeting would be 
the last chance to get in on the action. 

For the benefit of members who were unable to attend, Dave 
and ST Librarian Mike O. related their impressions of the recent 
Atari show in Chicago. The descriptions of a room full of 8-bit 
hardware at fire sale prices, the game room, and the everywhere 
evident tons of Atari hardware being used by developers showing 






















new and exciting ST/TT programs excited questions from the 
audience on variety of topics. 

Bill Rayl, who was exhibiting at the show, talked about his 
opportunity to examine the new portable ST Book which he 
seemed to be very pleased with. Bill also talked about seeing Unix 
up and running on several TTs and an actual Atari ABC 386 put 
into duty at the GEnie booth. Some other things that impressed him 
at the show were new color boards for the ST/TT, optical disk 
drives that were running on a network of TTs and the Atari 
supplied Lynx kiosks which featured working machines with not- 
yet-released games for anyone to play. 

While all of this discussion was going on, a new version of the 
old Christmas classic, Catnap, was being set up on our club STE. 
This version is complete with music and takes up a full 4 meg of 
memory to run. The start of the Catnap demo seemed to be the 
signal that we could finally get down to the real purpose of this 
meeting — that of eating, drinking, and handing out door prizes 
like they would never end. 

After all of the door prizes had been drawn and most of the 
food had been eaten, the meeting adjourned on a cheery note of 
holiday friendship and good spirit. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Dan Cable, Secretary 
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EH Two Years (24 issues) 


Subscription Rates: US 3rd Class — $18 for 1 year, $32 for 2 years 
US 1st Class — $36 for lyear, $50 for 2 years 
Canadian — $42 for 1 year, $70 for 2 years 
, Foreign — $48 for 1 year, $80 for 2 years 

Please make check or money order payable in US funds to Unicorn 
Publications, 3487 Braeburn Circle, Ann Arbor, Ml 48108. 


I wish to receive your Disk of the Month. I am an AIM subscriber. 
I] ST/Mega (12 double-sided disks) — $50 
I] Mac/Spectre (12 DS disks) — $50 
I] Atari 8-bit (12 SS/SD "flippies") — $50 

Sign me up for your Disk of the Month only. I am not an AIM 
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IZI ST/Mega (12 double-sided disks) — $60 
[H Mac/Spectre (12 DS disks) — $60 
□ Atari 8-bit (12 SS/SD "flippies") — $60 



LEARN HOW TO WIN AT 

BLACKJACK! 

BJP3 is really better than any review can communicate." J. K. Tarpinian, Atari User 8/91 

"Blackjack Plus 3 does everything the ads say it will It does it all swiftly and Idoks just fine in 
high or medium res. BJP3 will certainly improve your game." R. Angone, ST Informer 7/91 

Blackjack Plus 3 is a versatile tool that will help you improve your game." J. Burton, PC Home Journal 11/91 

...the programmable strategies and statistical logging features truly make this game unique ... " J. Jainschigg, Atari Explorer 9/91 

BJP3 has helped me become a consistent winner." Andy K. - Satisfied User 

"Blackjack Plus 3 is my favorite program. " Andre C. - Professional Blackjack Player 

MASTER YOU Kl Kl, mil 

The VOICE DEVELOPMENT SYSTEM 

ATARI ST Color 8c Monochrome 


ATARI ST Color 8c Monochrome 
IBM PC 8c Compatibles EGA/VGA 


This critically acclaimed program will give you complete control of your 
instrument and allow you to create new sounds easier than ever before! All 
Voice Development Systems include an integrated editor, librarian, sequencer 
and intelligent patch creator. 

Supported: KAWAI Kl & K4 YAMAHA TX81Z DX11 

V50 YS100 YS200 B200 TQ5 DS55 WT11 DX21 DX27 DX100 


YES! Rush Me The Following Musicode Products! 


Name _ 

Street _ 

City _ 


Phone 


State 


Zip 


□ Payment Enclosed □ VISA □ MASTERCARD Exp. Date 
Card# __ Signature _ 


AA USICODE 


□ $23.95 BLACKJACK PLUS 3 (Basic) 

□ $49.95 BLACKJACK PLUS 3 (Advanced) 

□ $59.95 VOICE DEVELOPMENT SYSTEM 

Specify Instrument: _ 

□ ATARI ST □ IBM & COMPATIBLES 

Prices include all taxes and shipping charges! 


5575 Baltimore Dr., #105-127, La Mesa, CA 91942 (619) 469-7194 




































Atari Staff showing off the TT’s new Unix System V 

It was definitely a first. The Chicago Computerfest by Atari, held on November 
23-24 at the Ramada Hotel O'Hare marked the first time Atari has co-sponsored a 
show. The Chicago Computerfest is a perfect example of what can happen when 
Atari is as committed to a show as the user group volunteering to pull it off. 

With over 50 different exhibitors and eight club booths, plus the Atari area (with 
three more third-party developers), this show sported more developers than any 
North American Atari show to date. 

Atari’s Presence 

Atari was also there in force, with over 25 Atari employees on hand, including 
Greg Pratt, Bill Rehbock, Bob Brodie, Don Thomas, Mike Fulton, Art Morgan, James 
Grunke, Don Mandell, Mike Groh, Bob Schuricht and Sue Ruck. Louie Moskalski of 
Atari Entertainment, Art Pruzynski and Diane Gurrero of Atari's UNIX team and 
Geoff Earle and Mark Campbell from Atari Canada were also at the show. 

Every one of these Atari employees was accessible to all who attended the show. 
From Greg Pratt on down, they were all helpful, friendly and very personable. We 
personally got a chance to speak briefly with many of these people, some for the very 
first time, and they were all charming. 

Atari's booth area, taking up 60 feet of floor space, was split up into three main 
sections—Atari Entertainment, Professional Solutions and a Portfolio area, going 
from right to left. 

The Atari Entertainment Area had the latest Lynx releases (and some soon-to-be- 
released games), as well as the new Lynx II Deluxe Package. The new packaging in¬ 
cludes Lynx, California Games, ComLynx cable, AC power adapter and carrying 
pouch. New games shown include ISHIDO and Hard Drivin'. A row of three kiosks, 
each with four Lynx machines, was constantly jammed with people playing their fav¬ 
orites. 

The center of Atari's booth was devoted to Professional Solutions. This area was 
subdivided into sub-sections, with a number of things to see. The area was also heav¬ 
ily packed with people for much of the show, making it easy to miss something of 
importance. 

The STBook was there and we'll devote a full article to our impressions of this 
notebook computer. 

Next up was the Graphics Presentation area. Here, Jay Craswell of Dover Re¬ 
search was impressing everyone with his new Leonardo 24-bit color board with reso¬ 
lution capability up to 512x512. A Targa file viewer, written by Lexicor's Paul Dana, 
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was displaying photo-quality graphics with 16.7 mil¬ 
lion colors onscreen all at one time. The Leonardo 
board is available now from Lexicor Software, with an 
initial price of $400. Jay says the price will be going up 
soon, so buy now! 

Jay also had his popular IS AC and AlberTT boards, 
which give you 1024x768 resolution with 16 colors 
(great for DTP or CAD work) and his new Xyxis 600 
meg read/write optical drive. 

While I was in this area, Dave Ramsden and Robert 
Birmingham from Lexicor Software were also there. 
Robert was showing off some of the new features he's 
added to Prism Paint, now at version 1.5, while Dave 
was talking to show-goers about Prism Render and 
Rosetta-3D. 

The TT Jay was using to demo his Xyxis drive was 
connected to another TT via Ethernet LAN VME card, 
allowing access to the drive from either system. All 
this was going on pretty much simultaneously, mak¬ 
ing for a rather confusing but very impressive sight. 

The demonstrations you got to see in this area 
depended somewhat on when you stopped in. For in¬ 
stance, I'm told Mario from ISD was demonstrating 
Calamus SL in this area. Instead, I got treated to Lexi¬ 
cor demos. There was a lot going on in this area! 

Around the comer from the Graphics Presentation 
area. Atari had a number of TTs running Atari UNIX 
System V version 4.0. The systems were all running 
quite smoothly. The interface, based on XWindows 
11.4 and OSF/Motif 1.1.2 was very sharp. Software in¬ 
cludes XFaceMaker 2, WISh2 Desktop Manager, GNU 
C and C++ compilers, GNU gdb debugger and AT&T 
System V sdb debugger. Atari has a pretty good look¬ 
ing UNIX workstation on their hands here! 

Atari's Diane Gurrero and Art Pruzynski did an 
outstanding job answering even the most technical 


questions and passing out tons 
of information sheets. 

UNIX Developer Kits are 
available now. The entire kit in¬ 
cludes TT030 with 2MB ST 
RAM, 16MB TT Fast RAM, 
TTM195 full-page mono moni¬ 
tor, three-button mouse and 
choice of 200 or 340MB hard 
drive. 

Finally, the Atari area had a 
table stacked with Portfolios. 
Don Thomas and others were 
showing the new Terminator II 
startup file for the palmtop, as 
well as Power Basic and Finan¬ 
ce, a small serial printer and 
32K/64K memory cards. A 
number of Portfolios displaying 
graphic screens (some from Ter¬ 
minator II) were being passed 
around to attendees. 

Let's move on to the devel¬ 
opers attending the show. It's going to be tough, but 
we're going to try to cover each and every company 
exhibiting at the show. 

ST Area 

Atari Explorer—John Jainschigg and Peter Donoso 
were signing up new subscribers and giving out recent 
issues of Explorer, the official Atari journal. Their new 
MIDI issue was outstanding. 

A&D Software—Application and Design Software 
demonstrated their Universal NETwork, which now 
supports the TT and Mega/STE LAN ports. They were 
also selling the latest version of Universal Item Selec¬ 
tor and other software. 

Best Electronics—Brad Koda was selling parts and 
supplies for ST and 8-bit computers. From the Best 
Mouse and Trackball to hard-to-find replacement 
parts. Best Electronics is a great source for Atari users. 

Branch Always—Darek Mihocka was selling the 
latest Quick ST 3.0 (now being supported by Code- 
Head Software). In his seminar, Darek gave show at¬ 
tendees a peek at his new GEMulator, an Atari ST em¬ 
ulator for IBMs. 

C-Lab Software—C-Lab was on-hand with their 
great professional MIDI software, including the ex¬ 
tremely popular C-Lab Notator. 

Clear Thinking—Craig Harvey, along with helpers 
Mike Olin and Anna Heinrich, demoed EdHak, text/ 
RAM/disk/anything editor, and Metapsychology 
Primer, a personality analysis tool. 

CodeHead Software—Charles Johnson and John 
Eidsvoog were doing a brisk sale of their latest import, 
MegaPaint II. The MegaPaint II demo given by Charles 
was impressive, and John was demoing MIDI Spy, a 
background MIDI recording and playback tool. The 
CodeHeads also had all their other great products, in- 
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eluding the new MultiDesk Deluxe. Along with Mega- 
Paint II and Avant Vector from overseas, CodeHeads 
are now handling the Genus font editor for Calamus 
fonts as well as Cherry Fonts for Calamus. 

D.A. Brumleve—Dorothy, along with the assis¬ 
tance of her sister, debuted the Learning Games Pack¬ 
et, which consisted of 10 educational programs. You 
could also buy an "Instant Tattoo" Fuji rubber stamp at 
her booth. You could stop at the booth and get a one¬ 
time "tattooing" free, and lots of people wandering the 
show had Fujis stamped on their hands. 

Double Click—Paul Lee and Mike Vederman, two 
of the craziest guys in the Atari market, manned the 
Double Click Software booth. DC's new Data Diet was 
getting a lot of attention, though sales were slow until 
the second day. Data Diet is one great program that 
can save you piles of hard drive space. [Ed: See the DC 
Data Diet review elsewhere in this issue.] 

Of course, the guys from Double Click also had DC 
Desktop, DC Utilities, DC Shower and all their other 
great products. 

Electronic Spinster Graphics—If you're looking 
for clip art. Electronic Spinster is a great source. Their 
free 20-page catalog has IMG and vector graphics 
(GEM-3, EPS or Calamus CVG) for most any occasion 
or situation. 

eSTeem, inc.—eSTeem was demonstrating the 
multimedia capabilities of their eSTeem PILOT and 
COPILOT package by controlling a Pioneer laser vide¬ 
odisc player with an ST. Very impressive stuff. 

GEnie—While the GEnie booth was unmanned 
much of the time, users who did stop in got to see an 
Atari IBM 386-compatible machine, as well as pick up 
GEnie info kits. 

Goldleaf Publishing—Goldleaf had a very impres¬ 
sive display for high-end publishing, including an Ep¬ 
son 24-bit color scanner, TT030 
and SLM605 laser printer, 
along with Didot Professional 
and Retouche Professional CD 
(Color and Design). A number 
of attendees were impressed as 
a full color photo of a child was 
scanned in in seconds and im¬ 
ported into Retouche, where 
the photo's background was 
removed, the child's clothing 
colors were changed, etc. 

Gribnif Software—The 
Gribnif gang—Tricia Metcalf, 

Dan Wilga and Rick Flash- 
man—had a very professional 
display area that invited atten¬ 
dees into their booth. 

Arabesque Professional was 
the star of the Gribnif booth. 

This bitmap and vector mono¬ 
chrome graphics drawing pro¬ 
gram has piles of features and 


lots of power. Gribnif also announced XBoot, a com¬ 
pletely GEM driven boot-up manager from Germany. 
While the package wasn't available for sale, pre-re- 
lease show special orders were being taken, and the 
product was being demoed. 

Gribnif's entry in the auto-tracing arena. Convector 
Professional, was also not available, but has an an¬ 
nounced suggested retail of only $99.95 puts it square¬ 
ly up against Silhouette from Maxwell CPU and well 
below the price of CodeHead's full-featured Avant 
Vector. Convector is designed as a low-cost auto-tracer 
for people who don't need all the features Avant Vec¬ 
tor sports. 

All the other great products from Gribnif were also 
being demoed and sold, including Stalker 3/Steno 2, 
CardFile 3, NeoDesk 3, NeoDesk CLI and NeoDesk 
Accessories. 

Hybrid Arts—After a long absence from directly 
supporting the ST market. Hybrid Arts was onhand, 
demonstrating their new ADAP II hardware, as well 
as their great line of professional MIDI software. 

ICD, Inc.—ICD was selling their hard drives, host 
adaptors and software. Their newest hard drive utilit¬ 
ies support the TT and allow you to use their boot soft¬ 
ware without having an ICD host adaptor continually 
plugged into the TT. 

ISD Marketing—Mario Georgiou was demoing 
Calamus SL in the Atari booth area, as well as playing 
teacher for the Introductory and Advanced Calamus 
DTP classes. Mario really knows his stuff, and if you 
want to see what Calamus SL is capable of, Mario is 
the best guy to show you! 

JMG Software International—George and David 
from JMG demonstrated HyperLINK, their "hypertext 
on the ST/TT" application. For the very first time, Hy¬ 
perLINK was shown networking (using A&D's 



Rick Flashman (right) showing off NeoDesk CLI 
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Universal NETwork) between a Mega/STE and TT, 
with full file sharing. Another first, HyperLINK was 
shown using the 19” TTM194 monochrome monitor. 
With multiple HyperLINK windows open at once, the 
large screen monitor was really handy. 

JMG was also showing the new "point and click 
and drag" report generator for HyperLINK version 1.6. 
The new report generator makes designing reports a 
breeze. 

Kaleita Art & Associates—Kaleita Art had some 
very impressive T-shirts for sale at the show. The 
shirts, designed exclusively on ST/TT computers, 
were fantastic. Kaleita Art has quantity discounts 
available and they will even print a User Group logo 
on the back of shirts for 50 cents each (minimum order 
of 24 shirts). 

Mainstream America—Selling ST software for $5 a 
package and a couple of popular 8-bit games (Drop 
Zone and Solar Star), this was a fairly popular booth. 

Maxwell CPU—The main attraction at the Maxwell 
CPU booth was Silhouette, an auto-tracing program 
that was selling for a show special of $75! Expose, a 
desk accessory graphics editor, was also available. 

MegaType—With their full line of excellent fonts 
and software, MegaType was a "must stop" for all DTP 
users. 

MichTron, Inc.—MichTron was showing their lat¬ 
est release of 3D Calc, a three-dimensional spread¬ 
sheet, as well HiSoft BASIC Professional and Stereo 
REPLAY VIII. A lot of older Michtron titles, including 
MichTron's BBS 3.0, were also being sold. 

Micro Creations—The latest version of GIME 
Terminal, the only graphic-oriented terminal package 
available on the ST, was for sale from Micro Creations. 
Also, it looks like GIME BBS is nearing release. 

GIME BBS will support full online graphic menus 


that GIME Terminal can dis- 
play. 

Migraph, Inc.—This was 
one of the most popular booths 
at the show. After a long ab¬ 
sence from the Atari market, 
Migraph is back with a handful 
of new products and updates. 

Liz and Kevin Mitchell 
showed a beta version of their 
new Migraph OCR package. 
The software works with most 
scanners and uses the popular 
OmniFont technology, which is 
widely recognized as the best 
OCR technology currently 
available. This package looks 
to be a real winner, and it gives 
Atarians one of the best OCR 
packages available on any plat¬ 
form. Suggested retail is $295, 
but orders were being taken at 
the show for $245. 

Migraph was also showing their Scan-It tray and 
Merge-It software combination, as well as the latest 
Touch-Up release. 

Missionware Software—Probably the most talked 
about debut at the show was Flash II, which is being 
marketed by Missionware. Although not yet shipping. 
Flash II has an awful lot going for it, including com¬ 
patibility with previous Flash version .DO files and an 
interface very similar to Flash 1.6. 

Lots has been added, though, including full ZMo- 
dem, Kermit, CompuServe B+, WXmodem and SEA- 
link protocol support; independent configuration set¬ 
tings for each "board"; ability to autodial multiple 
boards; and the ability to automatically keep track of 
online costs for pay services, with options for "prime 
time" and "non-prime time" entries. 

Also available from Missionware was lottODDS, a 
program to help you play your favorite lottery, and 
Printer Initializer, a utility that creates printer drivers 
for any printer. 

M-S Designs—Another popular stop for owners of 
Calamus or PageStream, the M-S Designs team was 
selling their font packages. If you're looking for some 
excellent fonts, especially fonts for specialty titles, 
these guys probably have just what you need. 

The M-S Designs team was also displaying their 
newly licensed clipart collection, Wheeler Quick Art. 
With around 9,000 images in the entire collection, 
there's a lot to choose from! 

These images will be sold in individual packages 
containing between 48 to 108 images per package, with 
a retail price varying accordingly. Each package is 
available in either bitmapped (IMG) or vector graphics 
(CVG, EPS) formats. Possible CD-ROM releases in the 
future would have approximately 2,000 images per 
disk. 
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The "Norm" board and the High Density kit 

Musicode—The Turcsanyi family of Musicode 
demonstrated their great professional Blackjack 
simulator Blackjack Plus 3. This program teaches you 
strategies to win at Blackjack, and it's lots of fun as 
well. Whether you're a serious Blackjack player trying 
to make a living playing cards or someone who plays 
for entertainment. Blackjack Plus 3 is a great buy. 

OPI (Wuztek)—Omnimon Peripherals, Inc. had 
their DEKA IBM keyboard interface and Omnimon 
Rainbow monitors at the show, as well as a prototype 
of their graphics card (the Norm board) and HD Drive 
high density floppy drive kit. 

Oregon Research Associates—Diamond Back II is 
probably the best hard drive backup utility available 
on the ST/TT, and show attendees got a chance to see 
the software in action at the Oregon Research booth. 
With the ability to back up even Spectre hard drive 
partitions, this software can't be beat if you're an emu¬ 
lation buff. 

Phil Comeau Software—Phil Comeau was show¬ 
ing his popular GramSlam grammar checker and his 
latest version of the new Grammar Expert, an online 
reference for the rules of English grammar. Phil also 
had his TreeSaver printing utility and his MIDI tools. 

Rimik Enterprises—Rich Betson of Rimik demon¬ 
strated the multitasking capabilities of MultiGEM, 
along with the new MultiGEM Utilities for multitask¬ 
ing printing, disk formatting, etc. The desk accessory 


Rimik’s Rich Betson 



paint program DTPaint and Menu Plus, a program 
launching menuing environment, were also displayed. 

Roland Corporation—Near the Hybrid Arts and C- 
Lab booth, Roland Corp. was displaying their MIDI 
equipment, including keyboards and rhythm con¬ 
trollers. MIDI enthusiasts definitely had a lot to see at 
this show. 

SKWare One—Seurat version 2.2, a full-featured 
paint program, and ColorScan, a program that color¬ 
izes monochrome IMGs were both ably demonstrated 
by the author, Kelly Webb. Also available at the booth 
was a package called Auto-Art, which consisted of five 
programs for "creating artforms and spectacular screen 
displays." 

Soft-Logik Publishing—Soft-Logik's Mark Wetzel 
and Dan Weiss were showing off PageStream's color 
output capabilities, directly printing to a SpectraStar 
color printer. Lots of Soft-Logik's new font packs from 
Image Club were also available at the booth. Dan 
Weiss also handled the PageStream Introductory and 
Advance classes. 



ST Informer—Mike Lindsay, Chris Latham and 
Deron Meer from the ST Informer staff were all on- 
hand (they were also manning the A&D Software 
booth). Free copies of the latest ST Informer were 
available, and attendees could subscribe at the booth. 

Step Ahead Software—Nevin Shalit was demoing 
his latest and greatest Tracker/ST 3.0, the premier 
mailing manager software for the ST/TT. Tracker 3.0 is 
the perfect software for anyone who has to keep track 
of any names and addresses, perform mail merges 
with form letters or handle subscription/membership 
information. 

Sudden, Inc.—Until you've seen Ronald Coleman 
demonstrate his SuddenView text editor, you probably 
haven't seen just how powerful this software is. If you 
need an editor that can cut and paste columns, among 
other unique features, check out SuddenView. It's a 
whole new way to edit text. 

Unicorn Publications—Yep, we were there, too! 
We were selling copies of Atari Interface for $2, as well 
as our ST/Mega, Atari 8-bit and Mac/Spectre Disks of 
the Month and AIM T-shirts. We also handed out 
around a hundred disk catalogs and CompuServe sig¬ 
nup kits with $15 usage credits. 
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WizWorks—WizWorks made a big splash with 
their release of ScanLite, software that allows scanning 
and saving of graphics from within almost any pro¬ 
gram. As a desk accessory, ScanLite can be interfaced 
with nearly any program. 

The CodeHeads were so impressed with ScanLite, 
they decided to create a MegaPaint module to support 
it. At only $20, this software is a real bargain. ScanLite 
works with Migraph, GeniScan/ST, Golden Image and 
DAATAscan scanners. 

WizWorks also debuted their scanning tray—called 
simply The Tray—and their Coalesce merging soft¬ 
ware. The Tray is actually produced by The LYRA 
group and has been seen in a number of PC maga¬ 
zines. The Tray is used to scan a full page with a hand 
scanner, using two passes, half the page at a time. The 
Coalesce software merges the two scans into one com¬ 
plete 8.5x11 scanned image. The package is very simi¬ 
lar to Migraph's Scan-It and Merge-It package, but at a 
significantly lower price. 

Of course, all the other great software from Wiz¬ 
Works was also available, including Image Cat, Mug 
Shot and MVG. Four Mug Shot data disks and three 
MVG modules disks were also for sale. 

If you hadn't already grabbed enough clip art at the 
show, WizWorks had over 50 disks of excellent quality 
IMG graphics from CHQ, Inc. Other items from CHQ 
included NeoDesk and DC Desktop icon disks (over 
1200 icons per disk!) and DeskJet refill kits in multiple 
colors. 

Zubair Interfaces—Abu Zubair was at the show 
with his impressive line of hardware add-ons, includ¬ 
ing the Z-Keys IBM keyboard interface, Z-Scan scan¬ 
ner interface, ST/Time clock/calendar and memory 
upgrades. 


Classic 8-bit Area 

Unlike most shows, the Chi¬ 
cago Computerfest had a spe¬ 
cial "8-bit Appreciation Area" 
where 8-bit developers and 
users could gather apart from 
the ST/TT portion of the show. 

A number of developers 
had tables in this area, and it 
was very popular to the 8-bit 
attendees. Since we have a spe¬ 
cial 8-bit report from J.D. Potter 
in this issue, look for his article 
for details on who exhibited in 
the 8-bit area. 

Dealers 

There were a number of 
dealers' booths scattered 
around the show floor, mostly 
from the Chicago area—Apple 
Annie from Park Ridge, IL; 
Compu-Seller West of St. Charles, IL; CSA Ltd. from 
AMF O'Hare, IL; Guitar Plus, a MIDI dealer from Ar¬ 
lington Heights, IL; Mars Merchandising of Lombard, 
IL; and One Stop of Chicago, IL. Dealers from outside 
Illinois included Toad Computers of Severna Park, 
MD and Rising STar of Dayton, OH. 

To give you an idea of the kinds of bargains to be 
had, Compu-Seller West was selling the Lynx Deluxe 
Pack ($149 retail) for $125. A TT030 with 2MB of ST 
RAM was going for $1579, while a Mega/STE2 with 
50MB hard drive was selling at $1329, a Mega/STEl 
was only $929 and a 1040STE was going for just $399. 

User Groups 

User groups having booths at the show included 
ASTMUM of Montreal, Quebec, Canada; EAUG of 
Alton, IL; GCACE of Chicago, IL; LCACE (co-sponsor 
of the show) of Waukegan, IL; MAST from Milwaukee, 
WI; MilAtari of West Allis, WI; RACC of Rockford, IL; 
and SCAT from Roselle, IL. 

At each club booth, attendees could become mem¬ 
bers, buy disks from the club's PD libraries, ask for un¬ 
biased info about products being sold at the show, or 
just chat about what user groups are all about. 

Also at the show was a special MARC booth. 
MARC stands for Midwest Atari Regional Council. 
The organization is made up of individual user groups 
in the Midwest and its purpose is to act as a channel of 
communication between the member clubs and Atari 
product manufacturers, including Atari. MARC char¬ 
ges no dues to clubs for membership in the organiza¬ 
tion. 

At the banquet on Saturday night, MARC present¬ 
ed their first annual awards for excellence. (Hey, may¬ 
be they should call them the "MARC of Excellence 
Awards?") The awards are presented to select develop¬ 
ers "for their outstanding contributions to the better- 


38 


February 1992 


JK 








ment of the Atari community." This year's awards 
went to Double Click Software, Soft-Logik Publishing 
and CodeHead Software. 

Airs Well That Ends Well 

The show closed on Sunday with a total attendance 
of around 2,300. Saturday was, by far, the busiest day 
attendance-wise, which is typical for these shows. 
About an hour before the show opened on Saturday, 
well over 200 people were lined up at the doors, wait¬ 
ing to get in. From the moment the doors opened to 
close of show on Saturday, people were everywhere. 

Surprising to many, a respectable number of people 
coming to the show were not Atari owners, and some 
attendees didn't own a computer at all. Atari's place¬ 
ment of ads on radio, newspaper, etc. for weeks before 
the show helped bring in some of the general public. 
While these people didn't buy much, their presence 
was a welcome sight. 

On Sunday, there were far fewer people, but the 
ones that were there had money to spend. In fact, 
many of the exhibitors had far better sales on Sunday. 
This is also fairly typical of these shows. 


From a profit standpoint, the Chicago show was 
our very best show ever, beating our previous all-time 
best—the WAACE show just a month earlier—by 
about $150! Other vendors reported anywhere from 
phenomenal to "so-so" sales, but everyone we spoke to 
said coming to the show was well worth it, and no one 
we spoke with lost money on the show. Considering 
there were so many exhibitors to buy from, and the 
current state of the economy, that's pretty dam good. 

Will there be another Chicago show sponsored by 
Atari next year? Well, we'll have to wait and see. Atari 
has indicated they want to have an annual Midwest 
show, along with the East and West Coast shows. 
Mike Brown of LCACE urges everyone who wants to 
see another show in 1992 to write to Greg Pratt or Jack 
Tramiel at Atari, thanking them for their sponsorship 
of the Chicago show. 

Atari really did go all out to make this show a big 
success. Special thanks go to Bill Rehbock and Bob 
Brodie. They bent over backwards to take care of 
everyone's needs, and they succeeded. Together with 
Mike Brown, Larry Grauzas and others from the 
LCACE club, these guys put on one heck of a show. 



The Ultimate mailing list program for your ATARI ST/TT™ 

Whether you need a program to keep track of 30 or 30,000 people, MAILING MANAGER ST is for YOU! 


Here are just some of the features: 


Works on all ATARI STs, STEs, MEGAs and TTs. 

Runs on a 520ST with single-sided drive. (Upto600 Record*.) 
Operates on both color and monochrome monitors. 

Easy to learn and use. 

Up to 32,000 records per data file. 

Two unique phone numbers per record. (Home,office,Fax,..ect.) 


WOMU Oil 


.... ... 1823 NEST 8TH STREET. 
C,TV1 ERIE_ 

PA ... COC. 16505-_ 


ornc* 1(814)455-1294 


-( _ )- 


HMILINQ LI STV I I’iM Hn~] [.«v. |["c*P»|[ Q,«:r|| || MIHT ] 


* 

* 

♦ 

* 

♦ 

* 

* Time saving Default entries. 

* 20 programmable function keys. 

* Very fast. All records are stored in memory. 

* Fast and powerful search. Search by one or more fields. 

* Supports all parallel and serial printers. (Laser too!!) 

* Flexible and powerful mail merge feature. 

* Print labels in any format. One, two, three or four labels across. 

* Unique high speed Sort. Each record can be independently sorted by ANY word in the name field. 

* Powerful Mailing List feature allows selectively tagging certain records for printing. 


IC 


EDIT RECORDS 


D 


r BVI POUCH 


POUCH software!-. 


8 ; 


DELETE 



HENU 


UPDATE | 


FREE back-up disk included! 


Send $5.00 for Demo disk. 

(Rcfua dibit upon parch tie of Muling Manager ST) 


All these features and more for only: 

• Includes shipping within the continental United States. 
Pennsylvania residents add 6% sales tax. 


$ 44.95 


ATARI, ST, TT, STE, MEGA, and MOST art trademark! or re filtered trademark ■ of Atari Corp. 
MAILING MANAOER ST ii a trademark of POUCH SOFTWARE. 

Price end Specification! aabject to change with oat notice. 


Send Check or Money Order to: 

(Allow up to three weeks for out of state checks to clear.) 

FOUCH SOFTWARE 

1823 West 8th Street 

Erie, PA 16505 Phone (814)455-1294 


° 1991 FOUCH SOFTWARE. All Rights Reserved 
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Developers 

Gribnrf Software 

Atari Corp. 

PO Box 350 

Hadley, MA 01035 

1196Borregas Ave. 

(413) 584-7887 

Sunnyvale, CA 94089 
(408) 745-2000 

Hybrid Arts 

Atari Explorer 

8522 National Blvd. 

Culver City, CA 90232 

PO Box 6488 

(213)841-0340 

Duluth, MN 55806 
(218) 723-9202 (subs) 

ICD, Inc. 

or 

1220 Rock St. 

29-05 Broadway 

Rockford, IL 61101 

Astoria, NY 11106 

(815) 968-2228 

(718) 545-2900 (other) 

A&D Software 

ISD Marketing 

2651 John St., Unit 3 

280 Peach St. 

Markham, ONT, Canada L3R 2W5 

Merlin, OR 97532 

(416)479-1880 

(800) 800-2563 

Best Electronics 

JMG Software International 

892 Upper James St. 

2021 The Alameda #290 

Hamilton, ONT, Canada L9C 3A1 

San Jose, CA 95186 

(416) 575-3201 

(408) 243-6950 

C-Lab Software 

Kaleita Art 

4879 High Chaparral 

PO Box 750 

Marshall, Wl 53559 

Nevada City, CA 96959 

(608) 655-3657 

(916) 265-6481 

Clear Thinking 

K.O. Distributors 

333 Peninsula Dr. 

PO Box 715 

Lake Almanor, CA 96137 

Ann Arbor, Ml 48105 

(916)596-4159 

(313) 971-8671 

CodeHead Software 

UK Enterprises 

1351 Yves Dr. 

PO Box 74090 

Manchester, MO 63011-3669 

Los Angeles, CA 90004 

(314) 527-6909 

(213) 386-5735 

CSS 

Mainstream America 

1012 S. Main St 

PO Box 17660 

Taylor, PA 18517 

Rochester, NY 14617 

(800) 487-0650 

(716) 586-5545 

D.A. Brumleve 

Maxwell CPU 

2124 W. Centennial Dr. 

PO Box 4195 

Louisville, CO 80027 

Urban* IL 61801 -8820 

(303) 666-7754 

(217) 337-1937 

DataQue 

MegaType 

PO Box 645 

PO Box 134 

South Bend, IN 46623 

Ontario, OH 44862 

(219) 288-7468 

(419) 529-5513 

Double Click 

MichTron 

3201 Drummond Plaza 

PO Box 741206 

Newark, DE 19711 

Houston, TX 77274-1206 

(302) 454-7946 

(713) 977-6520 

Dover Research 

Micro Creations 

4609 Millbrook Way 

321 W. 4th St 

Bakersfield, CA 93313 

Jordan, MN 55352 

(800) 333-3963 

(612) 492-3913 

Electronic Spinster 

Migraph, Inc. 

200 S. 333rd St., Ste. 220 

PO Box 1517 

Federal Way, WA 98003 

Lawrence, KS 66044 

(206) 838-4677 

eSTeem, inc. 

Missionware 

72 Shades Crest Rd. 

354 N. Winston Dr. 

Hoover, AL 35226-1014 

Palatine, IL 60067-4132 

(205)941-4910 

(708) 359-9565 

GEnie 

MS Designs 

401 N. Washington 

611W. Illinois 

Rockville, MD 20850 

Urbana, IL 61801 

(800) 638-9636 Ext 21 

(217) 384-8469 

Goldleaf Publishing 

700 Larkspur Landing, Ste. 199 

Musicode 

5575 Baltimore Dr., Suite 105-127 

Larkspur, CA 94939 

La Mesa, CA 91942 

(415) 257-3515 

(619)469-7194 


Newell Industries 

CSA Ltd. 

PO Box 243 

POBox 66583 

Wylie, TX 75098 

AMF O'Hare, IL 60666 

(214) 443-6612 

(708) 457-8050 

OPI/Wuztek 

Guitar Plus 

One Technology Dr. 

31 E. Golf Rd. 

Bldg. IE, Ste. 301 

Arlington Ht, IL60005 

Irvine, CA 92718 

(708) 439-8625 

(714) 753-9253 

or 

Clark & Belmont 

Oregon Research Associates 

Chicago, IL 

16200 SW Pacific Hwy., Ste. 162 

(312) 327-5565 

Tigard, OR 97224 

or 

(503) 620-4919 

Highway 1 

Staeger, IL 

Phil Comeau Software 

43 Rueter St 

(708) 765-7625 

Nepean, ONT, Canada K2J 3Z9 

Mars Merchandising 

(613) 825-6271 

1041 E. St Charles Rd. 

Lombard, IL 60148 

Rimik Enterprises 

836 Osborne St. 

(708) 627-7462 

Vista, CA 92084 

One Stop 

1101 S. Kilbourn 

Chicago, IL 60624 

(619) 630-1217 

Roland Corp. 

7200 Dorn inton Cr. 

(312) 656-7251 

Los Angeles, CA 90040 

Rising STar 

(213) 685-5141 

2901 KenmoreAve. 

Dayton, OH 45420 

SKWare One 

PO Box 277 

(513) 254-3160 

Bunkerhill, IL 62014 

Toad Computers 

556 Baltimore-Annapolis Blvd. 

Soft-Logik Publishing 

Severna Park, MD21146 

11121F S. Towne Sq. 
a Louis, MO 63123 
(314) 894-8608 

(301) 544-6943 

ST Informer 

909 W. Starlite Place 

User Groups 

Grants Pass, OR 97526 

ASTMUM 

(503) 476-0071 

PO Box 966, Station B 

Montreal, PQ, Canada H3B 3K5 

Step Ahead Software 

496-A Hudson St., #F39 

(514) 272-6631 

New York, NY 10014 

EAUG 

(212) 627-5830 

2425 Crislisa Dr. 

Alton, IL 62002 

Sudden, Inc. 

5081 S. McCarran Blvd. 

(618) 465-0342 

Reno, NV 89505 

GCACE 

(702) 827-2996 

Unicom Publications 

POBox 30105 

Chicago, IL 60630-0105 

Atari Interface 

LCACE 

3487 Braebum Circle 

POBox 8788 

Ann Arbor, Ml 48108 

Waukegan, IL 60079-8788 

(313) 973-8825 

(708) 623-3815 

WizWorks! 

MAST 

POBox 45 

POBox 25679 

Girard, OH 44420 

Milwaukee, Wl 53225-0679 

(216) 539-5623 

(414) 463-9662 

Zubair Interfaces 

Mil Atari 

5243-B Paramount Blvd. 

PO Box 14038 

Lakewood, CA90712 
(213) 408-6715 

Dealers 

West Allis, Wl 53214 

RACC 

c/o Skyline Graphics 

5430 N. 2nd St. 

Loves Park, IL 61111 

SCAT 

Apple Annie 

POBox 72266 

1005 S. Hamlin 

Park Ridge, IL 60068 
(708) 823-5301 

CompuSellerWest 

220 1/2 W. Main a. 
a Charles, IL60174 

Roselle, IL 60172 
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Store Hours Tue - Fri 1 Oani - 6pm 
Sat - 10am - 5pm Closed Sun - Mon 


BSC COMPUTER VISIONS 

2730 Scott Boulevard - Santa Clara, CA 95050 


408 - 986-9960 


NEW!! ATARI STE NEW!! 

40% Colors, Blitter, PCM stereo, Sirnni Ram, Rainbow Tos 

MEGASTE 


520/1040STE 

512K $375 2 meg $475 
1 meg $425 4 meg $575 

Call for pricing on monitors & software. 
We carry the full ATARI line. 


Additional features - 16 Mhz, cache, | 
Lan port, separate keyboard & more! 

1 meg $995 - no hard drive 

2 meg $1095- w/50 meg HD $ 1395 I 
4 meg $1195- w/50 meg HD $1495 | 
Hard drive kit for Mega STE 


ATARI TT030 - 32 MHZ!! 

Now in stock 

2 meg RAM (upgradeable to 26 meg) 4096 
Colors, LAN port, Built in SCSI, parallel 
& serial ports and much more! 
Enhance the TT030 with these add-ons: 


2 meg ST Ram $299 
4 meg FAST Ram $550 
16 meg FAST Ram $1500 


0 meg HD call 
50 meg HD $350 
80 meg IID $700 


ATARI ST 
ROBOKIT! 

Includes software & 
hardware 
interface to 
control your 3 
own Leggo 
robots! 


$4935 



RECONDITIONED 

MERCHANDI8E 

400 computer 16K/BASIC/Pac-Man 
$24.95 

800 Computer 48K/BAS1C/Star Raiders 
$59.95 

600XL computer with 16K $39.95 
600XL computer with 64 K $59.95 
800XL computer with 64K $79.95 
1050 Disk Drive - dual density $135 
Atari Trackball $4.95 
Numeric Keypad with Handler $4.95 
90 day warranty 


SPECIAL VALUES FOR ATARI 800/XL/XE 

Atari Trakball $7.95 
Atari Lightpen $14.95 


Alarilab Starter Kit and Alarilab 
Light Module both for $14.95 


LOGO Manual set (2books) and 
LOGO cartridge - both for $9.95 

Visicalc Spreadsheet $14.95 

AtariWritcr with Proofreader both 
for only $19.95 

Atarivvriter + with, spellchecker 
$19.95 


DOS 2.5 & Manual $4.95 
DOS XE & Manual $7.95 


Pilot Programming Language 
now only $14.95 

Atari Lightgun with Bug Hunt 
and Barnyard Blaster all for 
$44.95 

410 Program recorder with 
States & Capitals $14.95 


Paddle Controllers 
$4.95 

Remote Control 
Joysticks (2) $14.95 

Wico Black Max 
Joystick $4.95 


We Have the LYNX! 

The complete entertainment 
system includes the Lynx game 
unit, California Games, Muliplayer 
cable and AC power adapter. 

$149.95 

QIX.35.95 

VIKINGCHILD.35.95 

ROBOTRON.31.50 

HARD DRIVIN’.35.95 

STUN RUNNER.35.95 

CHECKERD FLAG.35.95 

BILL & TED.35.95 

New MINI Lynx $99.95 

We carry a full assortment of games, 
large and small carry cases, car power 
adapter, sun visors, multiplayer cable, 
and PCB power connector. 




MODEMS!! 

XM301 300 BAUD $24.95 

SX212 1200 BAUD $29.95 

SUPRA 2400 BAUD $129.95 
AVATEX 2400E $119.95 

sxeie i 

EXPRESS I 

Contains cable, || 
manual and soft- || 
ware to use the || 
SX212 modem with || 
an 8-bit system. 

$9.85 1 



ATARI 8T ACCE890RIE9 j 


Alfa Trackball $69.95 

Terminal VT-100 Emulator $9.95 


Alfa Auto-Fire Trackball 

Spectre GCR Mac Emulator 


$89.95 

$299 


Afla Optical Mouse 

Magic Sac with ROMS (demo 


300 DPI $69.95 

units) $29.95 


Alfa Mechanical Mouse 280 

Supercharger IBM Emulator 


DPI $49.95 

$425 


PORTFOLIO 

HAND HELD COMPUTER 

$849 

Get the PC Card Drive for HALF 
PRICE with the purchase of a 

PORTFOLIO 

PARALLEL INTERFACE 49.95 
SERIAL INTERFACE 79.95 

32K MEMORY CARD 69.95 

64K MEMORY CARD 99.95 

128K MEMORY CARD 169.95 

LEATHER CARRY CASE 34.95 

ATARI CARRY POUCH 39.95 

AC POWER ADAPTER 9.95 

PC CARD DRIVE 99.95 

20 MEG HARD DRIVE 399.00 
Call for software titles and prices 


130XE COMPUTER 128K $175 
65XE COMPUTER 64K $125 
XEGM GAME MACHINE 64K $139 

(WITH LIGHTGUN & BUGIIUNT) 

XF551 DISK DRIVE $199 
1010 PROGRAM RECORDER $29.95 
STAR NX-1001 GRAPHICS PRINTER $159 

(REQUIRES INTERFACE FOR 8-BIT) 

MPP-1150 PRINTER INTERFACE $49.95 
850 INTERFACE $74.95 


For the ATARI B-BfT 

(no interface req.) 

ATARI 820 

40 Columns $14.95 
ATARI XDM121 
Daisywheel 80 Columns | 
$49.95 

For the ATARI ST 

SMM804 80 columns 
$99.00 (Demo) 


New Low Prices! 


10 per package 
Some contain old software 

3-1/2".$5.00 

5-1/4": 

Qty 10. $2.95 

Qty 100 .$20.00 

Qty 1000 . $100 


Give your 600XL 
more memory with I 
ATARI’S plug-in 64k I 
ram module. NO[ 
soldering!! 


SHIPPING INFORMATION - Prices do not include shipping and handling. Add $5.00 lor small items ($10.00 Min for Canada). Add $10.00 tor disk drive. Add $3.75 
l?ith ' res '!. uc *f /o sales tax. Mastercard and Visa accepted if your telephone is listed in your local phone directory. Orders may be pre-paid 

with money order, cashier check, or personal check. Personal checks are held for three weeks. C O D orders are shipped via UPS and must be paid with cash 
cashier check or money order International and APO orders must be pre-paid with cashier check or money order $20.00 minimum on all orders 

To receive our catalogue, please send $1.50 In coin or stamp to cover the cost of mailing. 

PRICES ARE SUBJECT TO CHANGE WITHOUT NOTICE - NO REFUNDS - ALL SALES ARE FINAL 

























































User’s GuidE For Daisy Dot III 


Ellen Lentz (ACCT) 


Seldom does the mail bring 
anything interesting—usually bills, 
ads and other junk mail. 

Imagine my surprise when I re¬ 
ceived a manual from David Rich¬ 
ardson, with a request to write it 
up for AIM. This manual is entire¬ 
ly public domain, and has been en¬ 
dorsed by Roy Goldman (author of 
Daisy Dot III, 2440 S. Jasmine, 
Denver, CO 80222). 

Low Cost Packaging 

The manual is entirely on disk 
and, when unARCed, fills up both 
sides of nine single-density disks. 
If ARCed and in double-density 
and double-sided, it fits on three 
disks. 

This manual almost has to be 
seen to be believed. It consists of a 
three-page Author's Notes, an 
index to the fonts used, 47 pages of 
text, and three articles which 
David had printed in his Newslet¬ 
ter, including an excellent article 
on creating fonts and one on 
double-column printing. 

The original 50 fonts included 
in the copyrighted version of Daisy 
Dot III are printed in their entirety. 
Instructions on setting character 
and line spacing for best results are 
included, as well as indications of 
which characters have not been or 
are being used for special charac¬ 
ters. 

In addition, 59 extra fonts are 
included, of which 18 are fonts 
composed of 430 icons, translated 
from PrintShop, which can be 
printed in Daisy Dot III docu¬ 
ments. There are also 10 graphics 
fonts. These fonts consist of pic¬ 


tures converted from digitized im¬ 
ages or computer drawing pro¬ 
grams such as Micro-Painter or 
Micro-Illustrator. Instructions on 
how to convert them are included. 

There are several very special 
fonts. One creates a Crazy Dots 
game, the "Dotty" game of geomet¬ 
ric designs. Another is a chess set 
which can be used to print out a 
layout of a chess game. There is a 
crossword puzzle, with fonts for 
both the puzzle and the answers. 
There is a font with grids to make 
your own graph paper, and one to 
make your own Yahtzee score 
sheets. 

In addition, there are fonts to 
print Morse code, Braille and 
Handsigns for the deaf. It is a truly 
remarkable presentation and rep¬ 
resents many, many hours of work 
and ingenuity by David. 

To print the manual, you must 
have the registered version of 
Daisy-Dot III, which allows you to 
change fonts within the body of a 
document. This is available for $25. 

There is a customizer with this 
program which allows you to set 
margins, line-spacing, etc. but the 
only thing you should change is 
the selection for your printer. 
Leave everything else the same. 

Each page is on a disk side with 
the appropriate font files, so you 
merely print each file that does not 
contain the extender for the fonts 
(.NLQ). If you have a RAMdisk 
you can load the files into that, and 
the text files will print much faster, 
as there is a lot of switching be¬ 
tween the font and text files. 

To print the crossword puzzle. 
Page 14, you must print the first 
file, then roll the paper back to the 
beginning and print the second 
file. For the third Fontier file, you 


must print the odd pages first from 
the first file, then roll the paper 
back and print the even pages 
from the second file. Other than 
that, you just print each page one 
at a time. 

A Few Extras! 

If you request them, David will 
also send you four other pro¬ 
grams—PS2DD3.ARC converts 
Print Shop icons to Daisy Dot III 
format; GR8TODD3.ARC converts 
microscreens to Daisy Dot III for¬ 
mat; and FNTSPLIT.MAC and 
DD3.MAC are macros designed by 
John McGowan to be used in Text- 
Pro to split screens horizontally so 
they can be used for letterheads, 
etc. and to easily enter Daisy Dot 
III commands into TextPro. 

Since this manual is public do¬ 
main, there is no charge for the 
disks, merely enough to cover the 
cost of the postage and mailer. For 
the manual, send five disks for¬ 
matted in single-density (or 3 disks 
formatted in double-density) plus 
$3.50 to cover the shipping/hand¬ 
ling to 

David Richardson, PO Box 746, 
Lawrence, KS 66044, ph: (913) 843- 
5213. 

Once you have received the 
disks, you are free to copy and dis¬ 
tribute them as public domain. If 
you have received the manual 
from some other source, David 
would appreciate it if you would 
let him know that you have it, and 
where you got it, so he can send 
you updates and perhaps a news¬ 
letter. 

This is a truly remarkable man¬ 
ual, and congratulations to David 
Richardson for making it public 
domain. It is users like this who 
help keep Atari "ALIVE!" 
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ATARI 8-BIT 

SOFTWARE - PARTS AND BOOKS FOR 
ATARI XL / XE & 800/400 COMPUTERS 


1050 MECHANISM 

Factory fresh TANDON mechs. 
make difficult repairs a snap. Units 
are complete with Head, Stepper, 
Spindle motor, belt etc. Just plug in, 
no difficult alignments or adjust¬ 
ments required. ^ ^ _ 

$ 39 95 


POWER PACKS 

Exact replacement trans¬ 
former for 800/400, 1050 
810, 1200XL, 850, and 
XF551 units. Part #0017945. 


$1450 


ea.l 


XL/XE SUPPLY 

Power Pak tor 800XL,60QXL 4 >OkOO 


130XE, 65XE & XE Game. 


KEYBOARDS 

New and corrplete subassembly. 
Easy internal replacement. 


130XE/65XE 

800 . 

800XL .... 


$35.00 
MO.00 
&29.50 


XL 40 PIN LSI CHIP SET 

A Complete set of 40 Pin Large Scale | 
Integrated Circuits for your 800XL, 
600XL or 1200XL computer. 

Great for quick repairs I Set 4; >4 >1 95 1 
contains one each of the 'P | LL B 

following: CPU, GTIA, 1 * 

C. PI/- 


ANTIC. PIA AND POKEY. 


800 5 PIECE BOARD SET 
Includes Main Board, Power Board 
CPU, 10K O.S. and 16K RAM 
Board. All boards new, tested and 
fully populated. Set includes 
instructions that will allow you to 
repair ANY 800 Computer $28.50 

1050 REPAIRS 

We are now offering a limited repair service 
on the Atari 1050 Disk Drive. Please cal our 
Service Dept, at 510-362-3787 for a Repair 
Authorization Number. Units without RA# 
wll no* be accepted Service rate .. $69.95 

MISCELLANEOUS 

600XL 64K UPGRADE KIT.$19.95 

13 PIN SERIAL I/O CABLE.$4.50 

SPECIAL - 3 I/O CABLES FOR $10.00 

ACE JOYSTICK.$7.95 

POWERPLAYER JOYSTICK $12.95 
COMPUTER TO TV SWITH BOX $6.95 
400 BOARD SET (W/O Kybd) $18.95 
PADDLE CONTROLLERS ... $9.95 

REV. “C" BASIC ROM 1C . . . $15.00 

Newell 256K 800XL Upgrade $27.50 
Set of 256K RAM CHIPS .... $19.95 
Newell 1 Meg 800XL Upgrade $42.50 
Newell 1 Meg 130XE Upgrade $39.95 
850 or PR MODEM CABLE . . $14.50 

850 or PR PRINTER CABLE . . $14.50 
8-BIT MONITOR CABLE .... $9.95 

XEGS Keyboard Extension Cable $14.50 
I/O 13 PIN PC CONNECTOR . . $4.50 
I/O 13 PIN PLUG KIT (Cable End) $4.50 
RF CABLE (COMPUTER TO TV) $3.75 
1050 TRACK ZERO SENSOR . . $8.50 
Animation Station Graphics Tablet $64.95 
SUPRA 2400 BAUD MODEM . $109.00 
1050 Floppy Disk Controter - 2793 $19.50 
PRINTER INTERFACE.$43.95 


BOOKS 

Mapping the Atari (XL/XE) $24.95 
Mapping the Atari (800/400) $12.95 
Compute’s First Book of Atari $9.95 
Compute’s Third Book of Atari 
(Includes a high quality type in 

Word Processor). $9.95 

First & Third Book Combo $14.95 
First Book of Atari Graphics $9.95 
2nd Book of Atari Graphics $9.95 
Graphic Book Combo #1 & 2 $14.95 
XE USERS HANDBOOK $24.95 
XL USERS HANDBOOK $24.95 
Assembly Language Guide $24.95 
USING NEWSROOM .... $19.95 
Programmers Ref. Guide $9.95 
Hacker Book T ricks & Tips $5.00 
Write Your Own Games . . . $5.00 
How to 6502 Program .... $5.00 
Basic Reference Manual . . . $5.00 
INSIDE ATARI BASIC .... $5.00 
DOS 2.0 Reference Manual $7.50 
Tech Ref. Notes for 800/400 $19.95 
The Computer Playground $5.95 
SpeedScript Word Processor $14.95 

1st XLENT Word Processor 

A full-featured, word processor that is 
easy to learn, ICON based and can be 
used with a joystick. Edit up to two 
documents at once. Preview mode shows 
your document in simulated 80 columns, 
just as it will appear on your printer. DISK. 

$25.00 

PRINTER INTERFACE 

MICROPRINT INTERFACE ALLOWS YOU TO 
CONNECT ANY STANDARD PARALLEL 
PRINTER TO YOUR ATARI 8-BIT WORKS WITH 
800XL, 130XE, 800/400. 65XE. XEGS. 600XL 

^ttOOXUegureew^modfi^wn^^^^^^S 

BOOKKEEPER & KEYPAD 

You get both Atari's 8 bit 
professional bookkeeping $ iQ95 
system and the handy CX85 1 ^ 
numeric keypad for one low 4 DISK 
prioa Packages Factory sealed SET 

VISICALC SPREADSHEET 

Unleash the conrputing power 
of your 8 bit Atari withVisicalc. 

Corrpute everything from home 

finances to high powered finan- * , 

. 


>95 


dal projections! Hundreds of uses *19' 
DISK 

Super DataBase 1-2-3 

INNOVATIVE PRODUCT CREATES AMAZING 
DATABASE APPLICATIONS EVEN IF YOU 
HAVE NO PROGRAMMING SKILL. ONCE YOU 
CREATE A PROGRAM WITH SUPER 
DATABASE IT BECOMES A STAND-ALONE 
APPLICATION THAT RUNS ON ITS OWN 
"GENERATE* YOUR OWN PROGRAMS TO 
KEEP TRACK OF EVERYTHING * _ qH 

INCLUDES 137 PAGE MANUAL - 3 DISKS 5 59 | 

P:R: CONNECTION 

Serial / Parallel interface for connecting 
a wide variety of standard RS232 
modems and standard Centronics 
Parallel printers to your Atari 8-bit 
computer. Direct replacement for the 

850 interface.$79.95 

P:R: or 850 to Printer Cable . . $14.50 
P:R: or 850 to Modem Cable . . $14.50 


CALL TOLL FREE 

1 - 800 - 551-9995 

OR CALL 510-352-3787 


r CARTRIDGES 

For XLVXE’s 800/400 

STAR TREK Cart, by SEGA. 

PAC-MAN Cartridge 

DONKEY KONG Cartridge. 

DELUXE INVADERS Cvlrldge . . . 
STAR RAIDERS Cartridge 
WIZARD OF WOR Cartridge 
FOOD FIGHT Cartridge (XUXE) 

BLUE MAX Cartridge. 

FINAL LEGACY Cartridge. 

SPACE INVADERS Cwthdge 

$9.95 
$4 00 
$5.00 
$4.00 
$5.00 
$995 
$19 50 
$19.50 
$9.95 

$995 

ARCHON Cartridge. 

$19.50 

RESCUE ON FRACTALAS C«t. . 

$19.50 

DAVID'S MIDNIGHT MAGIC Cwt. 

$17.50 

ONE on ONE BASKETBALL Cml 

$17.50 

NECROMANCER Cartridge. 

$9.95 

GORF C«t 800/400 Only. 

$4.00 

MILLIPEDE Cartridge. 

$9 95 

PLATTER MANIA Cart, by Epyx 

$5 00 

PENGO Cartridge. 

$9.95 

EASTERN FRONT Cartridge 

$12.50 

ADVENTURE CREATOR Cartridge 

$12.50 

SILICON WARRIOR Cartridge 

$9.95 

MICROSOFT BASIC II Cartidge . 

$2695 

BASIC LANGUAGE Cartridge 

$15.00 

1 Editor/Assembler Cart. (No Manual $9.95 

1 PILOT LANGUAGE PACKAGE . 

$12.50 

1 SPINNAKER EDUCATIONAL CARTRIDGES 

FRACTION FEVER Cartridge 

$8 75 

FACEMAKER Cartridge 

$875 

ALPHABET ZOO Cartridge 

$875 

UP FOR GRABS Cartidge 

ALF IN THE COLOR CAVES Cart. 

$8 75 

$8.75 

DELTA DRAWING Cartridge 

$8.75 

STORY MACHINE 800/400 only 

$8.75 

UNKING LOGIC (Fisher-Rice) Cart 

$8 75 

GRANDMA'S HOUSE (Disk) 

$875 

• DATASOFT DISKS • 

1 VIDEO TITLE SHOP 3 DISK BONUS PACK 

1 Contains VTS + 2 Companion Disks $14.95 

TARGET PRACTICE / GENTRY 

$12.50 

ROSEN S BRIGADE / GENTRY 

$12.50 

SEA BANDIT / GENTRY 

$12.50 

SPIDER QUAKE / GENTRY 

$12 50 

STARBASE FIGHTER / GENTRY 

$12.50 

MANIAC MINER / GENTRY 

$12.50 

ALTERNATE REAUTY (Tha City) 

$1250 

ALTERNATE REAUTY The Dungeon 

$12.50 

SARACEN Dak 

$9.05 

GUNSUNGER Disk (64K). 

$9 95 

TOMAHAWK Heicopter Game 64K 

$12 50 

THEATER EUROPE War Game 

$12.50 

BRUCE LEE Disk 

$12 SO 

MERCENARY Disk. 

$12.50 

CONAN Disk 

$12.50 

221- B BAKER STREET (64K) 

$12 50 

221-B BAKER ST Case Librvy 1 

$995 

Napoiean in Russia (Borodino 1812) 
BISMARCK. 

$9.95 
$9 95 

ZORRO. 

$9.95 

MOONSHUTTLE. 

$4.95 

CROSSCHECK. 

$7.50 

MICROPROSE DISKS 

• F-15 STRIKE EAGLE. 

$8 95 

• TOP GUNNER COLLECTION . . 

$895 

• SILENT SERVICE 

$8.95 

• KENNEDY APPROACH 

$8 95 

• DECISION IN THE DESERT 

$8 95 

• CRUSADE IN EUROPE. 

$8 95 

• CONFUCT IN VIETNAM. 

$8 95 

• HELLCAT ACE. 

$8 95 

INFOCOM ADVENTURES 

• WISHBRJNGER 

$9 95 

• MOONMIST. 

$9 95 

• SEA STALKER. 

$995 

• INFIDEL. 

$995 

• CUT THROATS. 

$9 95 

• BALLYHOO. 

$995 

• SUSPENDED 

$995 

• ZORK1. 

$9.95 

• PLANETFALL. 

$14 95 

•DEADUNE. 

$19 95 

• • DISK BARGAINS • • 

• SUMMER GAMES BY EPYX 

$4.75 

• ALIEN AMBUSH 

$4 95 

• SPIDERMAN. 

$4 95 

• TECHNA-COLOR DREAM 

$995 

• REAR GUARD 

$4.95 

• ROCKET REPAIRMAN 

$495 

• SPEED KING. 

$4.95 

• STRATOS 

$495 

• FREAKY FACTORY 

$4.95 

• REPTON. 

$4.95 

• LA. SWAT. 

$7.50 

• BUG OFF. 

$7.50 

• THE GAMBLER 

$7.50 

•GHOST CHASER. 

$9.95 

• DROPZONE. 

$12 50 

•DEBUG. 

$12.50 

• SUPER BOULDERQASH 

$12 50 

• MASTER OF THE LAMPS 

$14.50 

SPECIAL SCOTT ADAMS GRAPHIC ADVEN¬ 
TURES 1-6 PACKAGE INCLUDES 

ADVENTURELAND. PIRATE ADVENTURE, 
ADVENTURE #3. VOODOO CASTLE. THE 

^COUNT AND STRANGE OOOESY . . 

$14.95 ^ 


Disks-XL’s/XE’s/800 

CHROMACAD MODEL BUILDER $20 95 
ChramaCad SURFACE SHADER 130XE $20.05 
1ST XLENT WORD PROCESSOR $25 00 
NEWSROOM (1050 or XF551 • 64K) $13 50 
BLOCKABOO (GREAT NEW GAME) $14.95 

AUTO DUEL. $15.00 

GAUNTLET (64K). $12.50 

Deeper Dungeons (Req. Gauntlet) $12.50 

INFILTRATOR (64K). $12.50 

TRAILBLAZER by Mindscape $12.50 
CROSS COUNTRY ROAD RACE $9 95 

GHOSTBUSTERS Disk $9 95 

CYCLE KNIGHT. $9 95 

SEVEN CITIES OF GOLD. $9.95 

RACING DESTRUCTION SET $9 05 

ONE ON ONE BASKETBALL $9.05 

LORDS OF CONQUEST $9 95 

F-15 STRIKE EAGLE Disk $8.95 

TOP GUNNER COLLECTION $8 95 

SILENT SERVICE Disk $8.05 

VISICALC Spreadsheet $19.95 

SHOWDOWN HOCKEY.$14.05 

MINIATURE GOLF.$10 00 

WOMPER STOMPER Disk. $9 95 

FORT APOCALYPSE Disk. $7.50 

ELECTRA-GUDE Disk $7.50 

MIND MAZES (Educational) $7.50 

VIDEO VEGAS Poksr A Slots $9 95 

STRIP POKER $2500 

ACTION BIKER $7 50 

KICK START. $7 50 

MONEY TOOLS (Financial Utility) $9.95 

DIG DUG Disk. $9.95 

PUZZLE PANIC Disk by Epyx $9 95 

CESTE LA VE Disk. $9 95 

OUN EMERALD (Jr., Adv ) $9 95 

FINANCIAL COOKBOOK $9.95 

SONGWRITER $9 05 

PREPP1E and PREPP1EII (2 GAMES) $9 95 
GOLDEN OLDIES (4 Classic Gamas) $9 95 

BUCKAROOBANZI. $12 50 

W ARGAMES (Based on the Movie) $12 50 
DAY AT THE RACES (Horse Race) $12.50 
CHESSMASTER 2000 $12.50 

PINBALL CONSTRUCTION SET $12.50 
BRIDGE 4.0 $9.95 

PEGAMMON $12.50 

MUSIC CONSTRUCTION SET $12 50 

TRIAD (Arcade / Action Game) $9.95 
FOOBLITSKY Disk / Board Gama $9 95 

TEMPLE OF A PS HA I $9 95 

AU-ANTSDiak. $12.50 

MOUSE OUEST Disk (64K) $12.50 

ELECTRONIC DRUMMER Disk $12.50 
PIRATES OF THE BARBARY COAST $12.50 
NICKERBOCKER Disk $12.50 

12 SCOTT ADAMS ADVENTURES $12.50 
SORCEROR of Claymourge Castle $12 50 
HACKER Adventure by Activision $9.95 
MIND SHADOW Advsnlure 64K $14 95 

GUITAR WIZARD (Music Tutor) $14 95 
BLAZING PADDLES (Graphics) $14 95 
SCHEMATIC DESIGNER $24 95 

THE SCANALYZER. $29 95 

Advanced Protection Techniques $24 95 
BASIC TURBOCHARGER $23 95 

CHIPMUNK $34 95 

YOUR ATARI COMES AUVE $23 95 
PAGE DESIGNER $15 00 

TYPESETTER. $20 00 

PRINT SHOP $39 95 

SSI QUALITY SIMULATIONS 

SSI U S.A.A.F. $19 95 

SSI SONS OF LIBERTY $19 95 

SSI SIX GUN SHOOTOUT $19 95 

SSI KNIGHTS OF THE DESERT $19 95 

SSI Rebel Charge at Chickamauga $14 95 
SSI SHILOH - GRANTS TRAIL $14 95 

SSI THE ETERNAL DAGGER $14 95 

SSI WIZARDS CROWN $14 95 

SSI GEMSTONE WARRIOR $14 95 

SSI IMPER1UM GALACTUM $19.95 

SSI WARSHIP $19 95 

SSI NAM «iaoc 

SSI WAR3AME CONSTRUCTION SET $14 95 
SSI SHATTERED ALUANCE $19 95 
• • EDUCATIONAL DISKS • • 
MASTER TYPE (Typing Tutor) . .. $15.00 

UNKWORD SPANISH. $22 50 

LINKWORD GERMAN $22.50 

LINKWORD FRENCH $22 50 

A+ SPELLING (4 DISKS).$12 95 

A+ LEARN TO READ (3 DISKS) . $12 95 

A+ READING COMPREHENSION $12 95 

SAT MATH. $17.95 

SAT VERBAL $17.95 

COMPUTER AIDED MATH PROG $10 00 

HODGE PODGE (AGE 1-6). $13.50 

MONKEY MATH (AGE 4 - 10) . $17.50 

MONKEY NEWS (GRADES 1-6) $17.50 

TEDDY BEAR Rany Day Games $12 50 
COUNTING 8 ADDING with Tlnk $9 96 


VIDEO TITLE SHOP - Create 
Dynamic Graphics displays for 
shows, expositions, window 
displays or for use with your VCR. 
Features include text fade in and 
out, fine text scroll, crawl and more. 
Includes paint program and 2 

AMERICAN TECHNA-VISION 

Mail Order: 15338 Inverness St., San Leandro, Ca. 94579 
Sales Office: 2098 Pike Ave., San Leandro, Ca. 94577 

Terms: NO MINIMUM ORDER. We accept money orders, personal checks or 
C.O.D.s. VISA, Master/Card okay. Credit cards restricted to orders over $14.50. No 
personal checks on C.O.D. - Shipping: $4.75 shipping and handling on orders under 
$150.00. Add $3.75 for C.O.D. orders. In Canada or P R. total $8.00 for shipping 
and handling. Foreign shipping extra. Calif, residents include 8 1/4% sales tax All 
products new and guaranteed. All sales final. Send S.A.S.E for free catalog. 

Ptic« subject to change »ifr>out note*. Atari is a rag t adorn ark of Atari Corp. 


















































































































































A-T-A-R-l 

Answers, Tips ANd ReIevant iNfoRMATioN 


Paul Alhart (AFED) 

_ 

Paul’s Most Excellent 
Journey 

On a recent drive from the East 
Coast to the West Coast I did 
something different. I took a 
couple issues of AIM along with 
me. 

Sure, I wanted to show Mom 
that I finally got my name in print, 
but that wasn't the only reason for 
taking them. By using the informa¬ 
tion from the User Group section 
of AIM, I was able to contact lots of 
other fellow Atarians on my trip 
across the States. Besides being 
able to share valuable information 
regarding user groups, software, 
hardware, etc., it was like having 
an old friend or two in every state. 

Bob Puff and CSS 

While spending some time with 
my Mom in Rochester, NY, I was 
fortunate enough to get to meet 
Bob Puff. Bob is probably best 
known as the author of BobTerm 
and the Arc utility programs used 
on the AIM 8bit Disk of the Month. 

Bob also, as of June 91, has 
taken over the reins as president of 
Computer Software Systems. CSS 
has a full line of hardware/soft¬ 
ware enhancements for the 8-bit 
Atari computer and disk drives. 

I had seen CSS ads in maga¬ 
zines, but I never saw any of their 
hardware out here on the West 
Coast. After Bob demonstrated a 
few of the company's products I 
was impressed. There really are 
companies still supporting the 
Classic Atari. 

One of their products is "The 
Black Box.” This little beauty not 


only gives you a parallel and serial 
port, a machine language monitor 
and a whole lot more, but it also al¬ 
lows connecting a hard drive to 
your 8-bit. After seeing the Black 
Box in action, I can only say I was 
truly amazed. 

CSS has just printed up their 
new catalog that includes detailed 
descriptions of their entire product 
line. Give them a call at (716) 429- 
5639 and ask for it. It's free. Be sure 
to tell them you heard about it in 
AIM. 

Off to Nevada 

On another stop, in Nevada this 
time, I hooked up with an old 
friend from my past. He confided 
to me that he had an Atari 800XL 
and 1050 disk drive. It was all in a 
box in the closet. He thought it was 
only good for games and his men¬ 
tally/physically handicapped son 
found the Nintendo much easier to 
use. 

Did I hear someone groan? 

Well, after telling them how the 
Atari could be used for education, 
productivity, music, art and com¬ 
munications as well as entertain¬ 
ment, I had their interest. As soon 
as I got home, I put together some 
PD educational software I had and 
mailed it off to them. 

I am happy to report that their 
Atari is now back on the desk 
where it belongs and is opening up 
a whole new world for their son, 
Jeff. 

Jeff is 18 and just learning to 
read, so easy-to-use educational 
software and the Atari could make 
a real difference in his life. If you 
know of any appropriate software 
you think could be of assistance 
please let me know. 

I had hoped to drop in on a few 


user group meetings during my 
travels. The meeting dates never 
seemed to match up with my 
nightly stops, however. 

To make my next trip an even 
more Excellent Journey, I will con¬ 
sider meeting schedules before I 
plan my route. I'll also be sure to 
have the latest issue of AIM sitting 
on the seat beside me. If there is 
room. I'll take my trusty Atari and 
modem along too. I guess a few 
blank disks wouldn't take up too 
much room. And a printer would 
be nice and.... 

Help Jeff 

Use your Atari to do a good 
deed today. Fire up that disk li¬ 
brary program you have and see 
what good software you can find 
that may be of help to Jeff. If it is 
PD or Shareware, put it on a disk 
and send it along to AIM for use 
on their 8-bit Disk of the Month. 

Any information or software 
donations can also be sent to me. 
I'll be happy to forward them to 
Jeff and his family. 

Thank you! 

Paul V. Alhart 

524 North Zee St. 

Lompoc, CA 93436 
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Want to get the most 
from your 
Atari investment? 


Subscribe to Atari Explorer, the Official 
Atari Journal! Each issue of Atari Explorer 
is filled with reviews, tutorials, hints, and 
late-breaking news to help you keep pace 
with the fast-changing world of Atari 
products! And Explorer is the only Atari 
magazine that covers the full range of Atari 
equipment — from the exciting ST and TT 
computers, to the 8-bit home computers, to 
the amazing Portfolio palmtop MS/DOS 
computer and the Lynx Portable Entertain¬ 


ment System — so whatever Atari you 
own, you’ll always find something new, 
relevant, and exciting in our pages! 

Six issues of Atari Explorer are only 
$14.95 — a savings of 15% off newsstand 
price! That’s a small investment that pays 
BIG dividends, when it comes to getting 
the most from your Atari! So what are you 
waiting for? Subscribe today, and plug into 
the most useful Atari peripheral money can 
buy: Atari Explorer Magazine ! 


» Enter my subscription to Atari Explorer 
• at the money-saving rate I checked below. 



USA 

Canada* 

Foreign* 

6 Issues (1 Year), Third Class Mail 

□ $14.95 

□ $19.95 

□ $24.95 

6 Issues, 1st Class/Airmail 

□ $26.95 

□ $41.95 

□ $54.95 

18 Issues (3 Years), Third Class Mail 

□ $39.95 

□ $54.95 

□ $69.95 

18 Issues, 1st Class/Airmail 

□ $75.95 

□ $90.95 

□ $159.95 


* Checks must be in U.S. funds and drawn on a U.S. bank. 



Name_ 

Address 


City 


State 


Zip 


Payment enclosed □ 

□ Visa □ MasterCard 
Credit card #_ 

Expiration date_ 


Bill Me □ 


Signature_ 

Send to: Atari Explorer, P.O. Box 6488, Duluth, MN 55806 


ATARI 


EXPLORER 



















[This article appears courtesy of Roy 
Barr and the Midlands Atari Computer 
Enthusiasts of Orangeburg, SC.] 

"Save megabytes of storage 
space," the ad touts. "Don't buy an¬ 
other hard disk....Save 65%-80% on 
word processing documents alone!" 
I am speaking of no other than DC 
Data Diet, the new real-time com¬ 
pression utility by Keith Gerdes 
from Double Click Software. Does it 
deliver? Read on. 

Double Click Software has been 
known to pack a lot of punch into a 
small package, and Data Diet is no 
exception. The packaging is like 
most DC software—a black and 
white manual, shrink wrapped, 
with a disk stuck between the pages. 

No flash. No big, fat bulky box— 
just the bare essentials, and there is 
nothing wrong with that. Some soft¬ 
ware today is nothing but flashy 
packaging. Probably a large percent¬ 
age of the price goes toward that 
big, fat color manual, great colorful 
artwork on the box, poster and that 
button or bumper sticker. 

The Manual 

Upon tearing through the plastic, 
you find a 48-page Owner's Manual, 
a registration card and, of course, 
the disk. Mike Vederman has done a 
good job with the manual. It starts 
off with a note about piracy and 
goes into explaining some of the 
notations and icons used through¬ 
out the manual. 

He also explains a little about the 
basics, such as using the file selector. 
Experienced users can skip this sec¬ 
tion. But, it is here for the beginners, 
and they would most certainly be 
able to get Data Diet up and run¬ 
ning quite easily. 

Next comes the quick installation 
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section. Those who would like to 
jump right in would start here and 
just follow the eight step plan to in¬ 
stall Data Diet. Then, reboot and 
you are dietizing. 

It would seem from the ads that 
Data Diet would just be for hard 
drives. But, I think most floppy 
users could benefit from it also, es¬ 
pecially if they have enough spare 
memory for a large RAMdisk. Data 
Diet would be great for saving those 
download directories from your fav¬ 
orite BBSes. 

Dietizing 

The dietizing process alone 
works by compressing—or "dietiz¬ 
ing"—all the files on your disk ex¬ 
cept for PRG, TTP, ACC or TOS 
files, and any others you wish to ex¬ 
clude. DC Squish is included for 
compressing programs—more 
about this later. Data Diet takes all 
other files, compresses them and re¬ 
places the original files with the 
dietized ones. 

Doing this may seem a bit bold 
with a hard drive, but I dietized one 
partition and tested it thoroughly 
and had no problems. So, what the 
heck, I dietized my whole hard 
drive. 

Data Diet does indeed compress 
most files 40 to 50 percent. On my 
whole hard drive, the average com¬ 
pression was 37 percent, with my 
total files being 1374. Pretty darn 
good. 

To dietize a file, you can either 
have Data Diet installed as an acces¬ 
sory or use it as a program. I have 
mine as an accessory. I just call up 
Data Diet and the main menu pops 
up with a list of files being uncom¬ 
pressed in the current session. 

Right now, while I write this in 
Word Writer ST, Data Diet shows I 
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have five files 
currently be¬ 
ing used. It 
also shows 
which method 
of compres¬ 
sion is used 
for each file. 

Method "A" is 
said to be fast. 

Method "B" is 
supposed to 
give better 
compression. I 
have never 
even used "A", 
because "B" seems plenty dang fast for me. 

Clicking on the name of any of these files being 
used gives you the stats for that file. For example, if I 
click on the WW2.RSC file. I'm told the uncompressed 
size is 28,200 bytes, the compressed size is 15,011 
bytes, the compression percentage is 46 percent and 
the status is "decompressed." 

The process of dietizing your files only needs to be 
done once. Dietization is automatic once you have 
batch dietized all your files. Files can also be un-diet- 
ized and returned to normal—"normalized" in the 
Data Diet terminology. 

Exclusions 

Some files do not take well to being compressed— 
ARC and LZH files, for instance. Don't fret yet! Data 
Diet includes a DATADIET.INF file which allows you 
to exclude certain file types, paths or even individual 
files. 

You can also exclude drives/partitions. I have my 
A:\ and B:\ drives excluded. Anything that is written 
to those drives will not be dietized. 

How It Works 

Let's get into how Data Diet works. If you do not 
want to bother with all the technical how-it-works 
stuff, you can just sit back and let Data Diet do its job. 
You don't have to do anything special in order for it to 
work. It just sits there in the background, waiting for a 
file to be accessed. But, if you're like me, you want to 
know what makes this thing tick and how to make 
your system run more efficiently. 

Any time a dietized file is accessed, that file is un¬ 
compressed and written to a work directory. When a 
program needs to use that file, the program is redirec¬ 
ted to the copy in the work directory. If you change 
the file, or write to it, your changes are again redirec¬ 
ted to the work file and your changes only affect this 
file. 

When you exit the program, the file(s) in the work 
directory are dietized and written back to their orig¬ 
inal location(s). Then, the copies in the work directory 
are deleted. Simple, huh! 


The only 
drawback is in 
the unloading 
time. For ex¬ 
ample, I was 
in Flash on a 
long distance 
BBS. I was get¬ 
ting ready to 
download us¬ 
ing YModem/ 
G. I hit my F8 
key, which is 
set up to run 
the YMG pro¬ 
gram, and I 
expected it to pop up immediately like it always does. 
However, my work directory needed flushing, and 
that took about five seconds. No big deal, but anybody 
who knows me knows I like to squeeze every penny 
out of a long distance call. 

The way around this, though, is to call the Data 
Diet accessory and click on Flush&Del Work before 
making the call. This compresses all current files, 
writes them to their proper places and deletes them 
from the work directory. Then, if I call the BBS and run 
YMG, it pops right up. 

There is another option where you can have Data 
Diet dietize constantly. But, as the manual warns, this 
is much slower than dietizing when "terminating* a 
program. 

If, for some strange reason, your computer bombs 
(I know this has never happened to you, but someday 
it might), your files are safe and sound in the work dir¬ 
ectory. Just reboot and they are written right back 
home. 

You can specify a RAMdisk as the work directory, 
but be sure to use a reset-proof one. I really can't bring 
myself to use one, though, because a RAMdisk is not 
tangible, like a hard disk. But, using one would cer¬ 
tainly speed things up. 

DC Squish 

DC Squish is included in the Data Diet package. 
DC Squish compresses executable files—PRG, TTP, 
TOS and ACC files—while keeping them completely 
runnable right from the desktop. 

Whenever you run a Squished file, the words DC 
Squish show up in the left comer of the screen while 
the file decompresses itself. It is extremely fast. Page- 
Stream 2.1 decompresses in about two seconds. 

Calorie Counting 

You can monitor the amount of your compression 
by clicking on the Calories button in the Data Diet 
Tools program. This gives you everything you could 
ever want to know about Data Diet's performance. 
You can get statistics on the entire drive, certain parti¬ 
tions or even specific paths. 


Total files : 
Total filesize i 
Virtual filesize; 


CDE 


Drive size 
Drive ESP ; 

Total drive size: 
Total drive ESP : 


1374 

17443263 

26821270 

18863616 

15974400 

32589824 

48466944 


Conpressed files 
Conpressed size 


940 
141B1134 


Unconpressed size: 22679135 


flvg conpressed 
Space saved 
Average saved 

I Save Stats I 


37Z 
8578O01 
32Z 


i Exit 1 
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Once you've made your choice, you are presented 
with a plethora of information including total files 
counted, total file size (actual space used for storage), 
virtual file size (the amount of space the files would 
take up in an uncompressed state), number of com¬ 
pressed (dietized) files, space saved, average compres¬ 
sion and much more. A Drive ESP statistic calculates 
the theoretical new size of your hard drive [(Drive Size 
* Average Saved) + Drive Size]. 

The statistics I got for my Megafile 30 are shown in 
the Calories Statistics picture. What the statistics boil 
down to is that I saved 8,578,001 bytes—eight and a 
half megs! And, I now have the equivalent of a 48-and- 
a-half meg hard drive! I saved 32% of my total hard 
drive space. Pretty neato! 

Conclusion 

It is really hard to find fault with this program, but 
I guess if I had to find one, it would be the time delay 
when you exit a program. This is a very minor delay, 
and if you use a RAMdisk it would hardly even exist. 

There are many more options to this program than 
I was able to cover here. I would highly recommend 
Data Diet to anyone that has to delete files from their 
hard drive in order to add more files. Data Diet really 
does save you megabytes of disk space! 

Use Data Diet until you get a bigger hard drive. 
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Data Diet ON 

Configure 

Data Diet vl.O by Keith Gerdes 


Copyright 8 1931 Double Click Software 


Then, store it away until you will need it again...until 
you get a larger hard drive, and so on, and so on... 


Don’t buy another hard disk! 

Data Diet 

is all you’ll 
ever need. 

Use files the same as 
always, but have them 
occupy much less disk 
space! The programs you 
use don’t know Data Diet is 
trimming away the fat, but 
you’ll notice the difference right away! 

Includes Data Diet, DC Squish and Data Diet Tools. A 
complete system to save you megabytes of storage space. 



Any file over 1K can be dietized. Two compression types 
built-in: type A is fast, type B is 10%-20% better 
compression. Count calories saved on drives. Batch 
dietize all files for fast setup. Save 65%-80% on word 
processing documents alone! 


$74.95 



Double 

Click 

Software 


Phone: (713)977-6520 (noon-6pm) 
BBS: (713)944-0108 

Inlcude shipping and handling ($3 
US, $5 outside US) TX residents 
add 8.25% tax. 


PO BOX 741206 COD, VI3A/MC welcome 

Houston TX 77274-1206 Outside US: no personal checks 


TAX Wizard 


A GEM oriented tax preparation program. Use TAX Wizard, and your 
tax preparation session will be short and sweet. Values from each 
form are stored for call-up by other forms needing the information. 
All data is saved each time you close a form. Additional screen 
prompts help the user answer tax pertinent questions to help figure 
out the largest deductions and smallest possible tax obligation. 


•Fully interactive. 

•Transfer data 
between forms. 

•Automatic form 
calculations 

•Uses tax tables 
to compare lowest 
tax rates. 

•All supporting 
tax forms can be 
submitted to IRS 
as printed. 

•Print in place on 1040 form for 
submission to IRS. 

•IRS copies of all supported forms 
included in TAX Wizard package. 

Complete Package .$49^ 



Forms 

Covered: 

Form 1040 
Schedule A 
Schedule B 
Schedule C 
Schedule D 
Schedule E 
Schedule EIC 
Schedule F 
Schedule R 
Schedule SE 
Fomr 2441 
Form 3903 
Form 4868 
Form 8606 
Form 8829 
Form 2106 
Form 4562 
Form 1040A 
Schedule 1 
Schedule 2 


Upgrade Notice: Registered TAX Wizard owners 
deduct $10 when ordering the 1991 tax year 
package. Unregistered owners send old 
registration card with order. 


Future forms 
include 941, 
W 2. 1099, 
etc. 



MacDonald Associates Publishers 

909 NW Starlite Place. Grants Pass. OR 97526 
Orders: 1-800-800-2563 Visa/MC/Disc 

Questions (503)476-0071 
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NeoDesk CLI 


A Graphic User Interface (GUI), such as the ST desktop or NeoDesk, is great for 
most purposes. I wouldn't go back to a standard DOS with command line interface 
(CLI) if you paid me to do it. 

On the other hand, it sure is nice to have a CLI as an option for those times when 
using a command line is much faster than point and click operations. Another benefit 
of a good CLI is the ability to use "batch files" to process multiple commands easily. 

There are a number of CLI programs available for the ST and a few of them are 
quite good. If you're a NeoDesk user, though, you have one very excellent CLI that 
stands out from all the rest—NeoDesk CLI from Gribnif. 

Because of its ability to directly use many of NeoDesk's built-in functions, 
NeoDesk CLI offers more power than any of its competitors. The list of features is 
quite impressive. 

NeoDesk CLI can be run as a NeoDesk Program or NeoDesk Accessory. As a 
NeoDesk Accessory, you can access the CLI from within any GEM program. You can 
execute any TOS or TTP programs, and even run GEM-based software. Output from 
TOS or TTP programs is automatically kept within the CLI window. And, NeoDesk 
CLI has very extensive Batch file capabilities. 

Batch Files 

One of the biggest advantages a CLI can offer is Batch file processing. A Batch file 
is simply a list of commands and/or expressions that are evaluated and executed in a 
step-by-step process. 

Anyone who has ever written a "script" or "DO" file for a terminal program has, in 
fact, written a Batch file. Batch files are (usually) simple kinds of programs to ac¬ 
complish a given task. 

Using the Variables, Functions, Operators and Commands available in NeoDesk 
CLI, you can create very complex batch files for almost any need. Loops include IF, 
FOR, WHILE and REPEAT. You can define up to 2000 different variables and access 
nearly 40 system variables. These system variables include such things as window 
size, row/column position of the cursor or mouse, and current input/output device. 

A special DEBUG command helps when testing and modifying your Batch files. 
While DEBUG is ON, NeoDesk CLI echoes each line of the Batch file, followed by its 
interpretation of the line, complete with line number. If there's an error, you know 
right away where it occurs. 

The 10 sample Batch files included on the NeoDesk CLI disk are very instructive 
and quite useful, too! The MAKEMENU Batch file, in particular, is very interesting. 
With it, you can create window-based program-launching custom menus. 


Bill Rayl 


If you're a 
user of 
NeoDesk 
version 2.05 or 
higher, you 
really should 
get NeoDesk 
CLI. 


History 

Another useful feature of a good CLI is its History capability—the ability to recall, 
edit and re-execute past commands. The History buffer in NeoDesk CLI is config¬ 
urable up to 64K, and that can hold a huge number of commands! 

NeoDesk CLI has the very best History functions I have ever seen in any CLI. It 
even beats many mainframe computer systems. To scroll through the History buffer 
one command at a time, simply press the Shift-uparrow or Shift-downarrow com¬ 
bination. Once you find the command you wish to reuse, you can edit it if you wish 
then re-execute the command by hitting return. 

In addition to the Command History, NeoDesk CLI also has a Window History, 
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which is also configurable. This Window History is ac¬ 
tually a scroll-back buffer, similar to those found in 
some terminal packages. You can use the arrow keys 
or Home key, with or without the Shift key, to move 
around the Window History buffer. By selecting text 
with the mouse, you add that text to the current com¬ 
mand line. You actually build new commands piece- 
by-piece using text in the Window History buffer. 

Aliases 

Aliases are great for 
creating your own special- 
ized commands, and 
NeoDesk CLI supports 
Aliases in a big way. In 
fact, you have two types of 
aliases available to you. 

The first type is the way 
one would normally think 
of an alias—as an abbrevia¬ 
tion for one or more com¬ 
mands. 

For instance, to get a 
wide directory listing with 
only filenames from Neo- 
Desk CLI, you must enter 
LS W+ V- as the command. 

Or, you could create an al¬ 
ias—something like ALIAS 
LW "LS W+ V-" creates a 
new command LW. Now, 
just enter LW, and Neo- 
Desk CLI does the rest! 

If you find yourself 
using a set of commands 
often, creating an alias can 
save you a lot of typing. 

The other type of alias 
is a bit more complicated, 
but also very useful. You 
can use the ALIAS com¬ 
mand to redefine any key 
on the keyboard to any 
string of characters, includ¬ 
ing carriage returns. This 
gives you the ability to 
define macros for different 
key combinations. 

Wildcards 

A CLI is probably most 
used for file manipulations 
that aren't easily handled 
by a GUI. A CLI generally 
does much better at com¬ 
plex file operations be¬ 
cause of more flexible 
wildcarding. A GUI, on the 
other hand, usually has no 


wildcarding support for file manipulation or, at best, 
support only the '*' and '?' wildcards. 

NeoDesk CLI, like many good Command Line In¬ 
terpreters, supports "regular expressions" in wildcard¬ 
ing. These expressions are enclosed in brackets ([/]) 
for matching individual characters or braces ({/}) for 
matching elements in a list separated by commas, tabs 
or spaces. 

As an example, entering the command LS CA 
[BDMJ.TXT would match files named CAB.TXT, CAC 


NeoDesk 3.02 


By now, everyone in the ST marketplace should be well aware of NeoDesk 
from Gribnif Software. NeoDesk is the premier desktop replacement. Version 3.02 
of this popular desktop adds a number of important features. This article will deal 
with those new features. [Ed: For a complete review of NeoDesk 3, see the February 
1991 issue of Atari Interface.] 

The biggest changes are in the icon editor. NeoDesk owners can now read any 
bit images contained within a resource file, not just icons. With this new capabil¬ 
ity, you can grab a bit image from your favorite program's RSC file and use that to 
create a custom icon for that program. 

Other enhancements to the icon editor include opening of a new .NIC file win¬ 
dow when you select "Create .NIC File..." and addition of a "Save .NIC File" op¬ 
tion that makes creating individual .NIC files easier. Also, pressing Control while 
clicking once on an icon lets you change the icon's template without editing the 
whole icon. 

Some "minor changes" to NeoDesk make it possible to use the Call NeoDesk 
and Item Chooser NeoDesk Accessories. 

Fixes 

NeoDesk 3.02 also fixes a number of incompatibilities or minor problems with 
ZoomRacks, ProText, ProData, CodeKeys, HotSaver, Easy-Draw/OutPrint and 
Hardcopy (a program that comes with Calamus). 

NeoLoad, the program that actually loads (and unloads) NeoDesk, now cor¬ 
rectly detects Mega/STE TOS (TOS 2.0x) and TT TOS (TOS 3.0x). NeoDesk func¬ 
tions beautifully in all ST 
and TT resolutions. 

Other "major fixes": 

"Show Information" on 
folders in the Icon Editor no 
longer causes crashes. 

The corner clock works 
correctly if a Moniterm/Viking 
monitor is connected without 
an Atari mono monitor. 

A file’s "original name" 
can now be safely renamed 
during a name conflict. 

The printer queue correct¬ 
ly performs form feeds be¬ 
tween files, if selected. 

The counter of how many 
files and folders are waiting to be copied is correctly updated when copying into NeoDesk’s 
File Clipboard. NeoDesk now supports hard drive partitions with sector sizes greater than 
1024 bytes and partitions larger than 32 megs. MetaDOS devices (CD-ROM drives) and 
other non-standard GEM DOS driver letters are now handled correctly. Batch files are now 
correctly treated as Active Icons . 

If you have not yet upgraded NeoDesk 3.01 to 3.02, you can get the upgrade 
disk from Gribnif Software for only $5. Or, send in your NeoDesk 3.01 disk and $5 
and the folks at Gribnif will perform the upgrade for you! 
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.TXT, CAD.TXT or CAM.TXT. Or, if you wanted to 
search for all executable files or desk accessories start¬ 
ing with the letter 'B', you could issue the command 
LS B*.{tos ttp prfgx] app ac[cx]}. This command will 
match all files starting with 'B' that have extensions of 
.TOS, .TTP, .PRG, .PRX, .APP, .ACC or .ACX. Pretty 
powerful stuff. 

Conclusions 

NeoDesk CLI also comes with a configuration pro¬ 
gram that lets you modify various buffer sizes and 
other settings. Included in these settings is the number 
of variables definable by you, the size of the Window 
and Command History buffer and the number of bytes 
available for aliases and batch files. 

The NeoDesk CLI manual and version 2.0 Adden¬ 
dum do an excellent job of covering all the features 
and functions of this program. The user is given num¬ 
erous useful examples of how to use the various com¬ 
mands, variables and functions. 


An ASCII table and list of 
keyboard scan codes in the 
back of the manual is a wel¬ 
come addition. Even though I, 
and probably most others, have 
these lists in other reference 
books, it's nice that they are in¬ 
cluded here for ease of use. 

The section in the 2.0 Ad¬ 
dendum called "Improving 
Batch File Execution Speed* is 
particularly useful. In it, you 
are given some very good ad¬ 
vice on how to get your batch 
files zipping right along. 

If you're a user of NeoDesk version 2.05 or higher, 
you really should get NeoDesk CLI. For only $29.95, it 
adds a whole new dimension to your desktop. Neo¬ 
Desk CLI gives you the extra flexibility only a CLI can 
offer whenever you need it, without making you give 
up the ease of use of your point and click desktop. You 
really can have your NeoDesk and CLI, too. 


il 

■■ ‘NeoDesk CLI . ; 

■ 

CE* 

UT 1 1 IT 16ST 

1 arc Shell 
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Nowadays, $10 doesn't buy much, unless you're an owner of NeoDesk. If you are, the folks at Gribnif Software 
have some great buys. 

The NeoDesk Accessory Disk contains two very powerful NeoDesk Accessories. Call NeoDesk gives you full 
access to the NeoDesktop from within any GEM program. Item Chooser is a powerful file selector. 

Call NeoDesk 

While some "disk utility" accessories let you copy or delete a file or format a disk, they usually aren't very flex¬ 
ible. Call NeoDesk makes all the power of NeoDesk available to you from within your favorite word processor, 
terminal package or other GEM-based software. 

You can open directory windows, copy/move multiple files, select items from NeoDesk's drop down menus 
(which become pull down menus with Call NeoDesk) or anything else you normally do from the desktop, except 
run another program. 

In order to use Call NeoDesk, you must configure NeoDesk to not unload before running a program. Because 
of this, using Call NeoDesk isn't practical on low memory systems. The Call NeoDesk accessory itself only takes 
up 7K of memory! 

Item Chooser * 

The Item Chooser is really one big dialog box with a lot of options. With it, you can select all files, folders or 
both files and folders that do or do not meet your search criteria. 
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Make your Atari FAST! 
WAfp 16 FAST! 

Th« WAtf> 1C accelerator + cache board contain* a high speed 68000 CPU that 

replaces the slower 68000 CPU currently used In your Atari. 

By taking advantage of the large amount of high speed cache ram on the 
Wty 1C board this CPU Is able to run programs at twice the speed of an unmodi¬ 
fied Atari. 

Routine tasks such as spellchecking, spreadsheet calculations, screen redraw¬ 
ing, and laser printing take a fraction of the time they used to. 

No longer are you frustrated by waiting for your computer. 

WA& IC 4 custom logic allows caching of both reads and writes AND caching of 
both "byte” and "word" memory accesses. 

What does all this mean? 

Your Atari moves FASTI 16 FASTI _ 

Features: 

• 16MHz CPU accelerator with cache for all Atari ST/MEGA computers. 

• 80K of high speed static ram. Organized as 16K cache-tag ram + 64K cache ram. 

• FOUR TIMES MORE packs ram than any other Atari accelerator on the market. 

• User selectable "stock ST" mode gives 100% compatibility with ALL Atari 
software. Even Spectrum 512. 

• For use with Atari ST, MEGA, and STACY computers. 

• STE version available soon. 

• Don't settle for other upgrades that offer tiny amounts of cache ram, or offer 
compatibility with 80% of existing software. 

• Wfit? 16 offers a full 64K cache + 100 percent software compatibility. 

• Dealer Inquiries welcome. 

■ Order your Wfty 1C TODAY! 


16 $349.95 (U.S.) 

Add $4.50 for shipping and handling. Note: WNtp >6 requires installation 
by a qualified computer technician. This installation may be done at 
your local computer repair shop. Call us for details. 


Make all cheques payable to: 


CANOE 


COMPUTER 

SERVICES 


1671 - 42 street _ 

Edmonton, AB. T6L 2R8 
Phone (403) 461-6903 




Payment forms accepted: Certified Cheque, Money Order, VISA 


Files can be selected by name, extension, size, creation 
date or time. You can also select files by their Read- 
Only or Read/Write status, as well as by whether or 
not the Archive bit has been set. If you tend to search 
for a specific set of files often. Item Chooser lets you 
save and load the current selections. 
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You must have NeoDesk 3 version 3.02 or higher to 
use these accessories. 


NeoDesk Icon Disk 

Another great $10 deal is the NeoDesk Icon Disk. 
This disk contains over 750 different icons for use with 
NeoDesk. Icons are organized into categories for appli- 
cations, desk accessories, data files, etc. The icon 
groups are supplied as .NIC icon files, so finding the 
icons you want is a breeze. 

The NeoDesk Icon Disk is a great way to spruce up 
your NeoDesktop without spending days in the icon 
editor creating your own custom icons. 


Connectivity 



1040STs 


MegaSTs 


Printers 


Hard Drives 


MegaSTEs 


TT030s 


Laser Printers 


Universal Item Selector III 

Now upgrading to Version 3.3 
Send S10 with your original 


ipgrading 

disk to A&D Software for the newest version. 


Now with Keyboard equivalents for 99% of the UIS functions. Now you 
can Move, Copy, Rename. Delete, and choose drives all from the keyboard 
plus more. Now it is easier than ever to use UIS, whether you use the 
mouse or use the keyboard. 


Create Folders 
Select Drives 


Copy/Move 

Print/Show 


Rename files Format Floppy 

Set Paths Lock/Unlock Show RAM 


Now show pics and arc files with new DC Show er link $24.95 


Universal NETwork 

Universal NETwork has been installed in 223 systems 
since its introduction in April 1991. The software 
supports CARTridge, MIDI and LAN port use. Device 
drivers for all models of Atari 16 and 3 2 bit computers is 
included in the package. Expand your computer use with 
networking. Share hard drives, printers, and plotters, 
works easily between computers. Total TOS 
compatibility. There is never an interruption of your 
work while using the network because Universal 
NETwork equips your system with network 
multi tasking. The network operates in the background 
without disrupting foreground tasks. Easy 9 minute 
installation gets you "up and running" in no time.Use one 
or more hard drives or printers in the network. MIDInet 
and LANnet hardware uses standard 4-wire modular 
phone technology. 

Costs less than another printer 
Software V1.2 2 Nodes .$219 

Includes 2 nodes software, binder manual, software drivers for 
MIDI.CART,and LAN ports.Extra Nodes $95 

Hardware 

MIDInet Devices ea.$30 LANnet Devices. ea.$40 


Call us for a free Networking 
consultation! 

Attention Dealers, call us about our drop 
ship program that can help your customers. 



Application and Design Software 

280 Peach Street, Merlin, OR 97532 

Support (503) 476-0071 Orders (800) 800-2563 
























































Cardfile 3 


I've been impressed with CardFile 
for a very long time now—long before 
the Gribnif people added it to their fine 
lineup. The latest, CardFile 3 version 
3.02, has added a number of nice fea¬ 
tures, including full TT compatibility. 

What Is CardFile? 

For those of you unfamiliar with the 
product, CardFile is basically a Rolodex 
and appointment calendar for your ST. 
Actually, it's a lot more than that. The 
manual calls it a "personal information 
manager." 

CardFile can be used either as a desk 
accessory or as a stand-alone program. 
Simply rename the file with the proper 
extension (PRG or ACC) and you're off. 

The program is extremely easy to use. 
When you first boot/access the soft¬ 
ware, CardFile loads in its address book 
and appointment data files. The Card- 
File main window then displays the ad¬ 
dress info for the first card in the left 
two-thirds of the screen. 

The right side of this window con¬ 
tains the Options menu. This menu con¬ 
sists of a number of buttons you can se¬ 
lect via the mouse, or you can press the 
indicated control key sequences. 

Entering an address is as simple as 
clicking on the Edit button, clicking the 
New button and typing in the text. 
CardFile has individual fields for First 
Name, Middle Initial, Last Name, Title/ 
Spout*, ( ompany/Children, Address, 
City, State, ZIP, Home/Fax Phone, 
Work Phone, two Notes fields and a 
Group field. 

Once you've entered all your addres¬ 
ses, select the File button and Save the 
CardFile database. The default file, 
which is loaded at bootup, is called 
CARDFILE.DAT. You can, however, 
create multiple address files and load 
them at any time. 

As of version 3.0, the Card and 
Group buttons at the bottom of the win¬ 
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dow are very handy for flipping 
through your address cards. The Card 
buttons allow you to move back or for¬ 
ward one card at a time. The Group but¬ 
tons move you to the next or previous 
address card of the same Group as the 
current card. 

Groups 

The ability to define address cards as 
belonging to a group is a very nice way 
of keeping your online Rolodex organ¬ 
ized. In the top line of each address 
card, next to the display of the card's 
number, you can enter a Group name. In 
my address book, I have the following 
Groups: Club, Company, Store, Distrib, 
Friends and Family. 

Rather than dealing with different 
address files for the various types of ad- 
dresses you have, using CardFile's 
Group capability makes it easy. Another 
good use of the Group field would be to 
have a Group called Xmas for everyone 
on your Christmas card list. You can 
even use CardFile to print the addresses 
on the card's envelopes. More on the 
printing features later—there's a lot to 
talk about there! 

Searching 

CardFile's search capabilities are also 
very easy to use. Just above the Group 
buttons, CardFile displays the currently 
selected search field. Whenever this 
field is displayed, CardFile is ready to 
search. 

To change search fields, you simply 
press the up or down arrow keys. Once 
you have the proper field displayed, all 
you need to do is type in the search 
string and hit Return. CardFile then pre¬ 
sents the next card it finds that matches 
your search criteria. If you wish to con¬ 
tinue searching using the same string, 
press Return again and your search 
string reappears. Pressing Return once 
more searches for the next card. 
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Cardfile 3 is ah 
excellent address 
kook with some 
very useful 
appointment 
calendar 
functions as an 
added bonus. 
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At any time, you can press the 
Home key to move to the first ad¬ 
dress card in your CardFile data¬ 
base. You can search on any of the 
CardFile fields. When searching on 
the Last Name field, CardFile dis¬ 
plays the next card in alphabetical 
order if it can't find an exact match. 

Filters 

The ability to display cards 
based on a user-defined filtering 
process is one of CardFile's nicest 
features. Like the search capability, 
filtering can use any field. How¬ 
ever, you can use multiple fields 
for filtering. For instance, you 
could display only cards in the 
Company group that are also in the 
state of California. 

In the Options menu for the Card Filter screen, two 
very important buttons are the Any and Every but¬ 
tons. You must select one of these buttons to activate 
the filter. Choosing Every indicates that a card must 
match every field in the filter to be selected. Selecting 
Any means that a card need only match any one of the 
filter fields to be included. 

Using our above example. Every would find all 
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companies in the state of California, while Any selects 
all cards that are either in the Company group or in the 
state of California. 


It’s true! Our catalog offers full multi-line 
descriptions for over 150 double sided disks 
packed to the brim with the very latest public 
domain and shareware software—all archived to 
give you the most for your hard-earned money. 
Each disk is also protected by a virus guard to 
eliminate any worry about system problems. 

Send $6.00 for your 80+ page catalog and receive 
a bonus $6.00 coupon for a complimentary first 
purchase. Our everyday low 
price is $6.00 per disk. 

Call or write today! 


P.O. Box 16529 
Bear Creek Postal Station, 
Surrey B.C. V3W 2P5 
Canada 

Phone (604)597-5775 
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Macros 

Another useful feature that can save you some time 
is CardFile's macro capability. Personally, I use the 
macros to store my Group names, but you could use 
them for any text in any field. 

CardFile uses FI to F10 as macro keys. To store text 
as a macro, you enter the text in a field, then press and 
hold a Shift key and hit the function key you want to 
use. That's all there is to it. From then on, just pressing 
the function key will automatically insert the macro 
text into whatever field is at your cursor position. 

If you wish to keep the same macros from session 
to session, using the Save CFG option in the Configur¬ 
ation menu defines them, along with many other set¬ 
tings, as your default. You can, of course, change them 
at any time. 

Sending and Dialing 

CardFile's biggest strengths lie in its ability to auto¬ 
mate some otherwise tedious tasks. The Send option is 
a prime example. With CardFile installed as a desk ac¬ 
cessory, it can automatically transfer address and 
phone number information directly to your word pro¬ 
cessor or DTP package. 

Here's how it works. You're in your word proces¬ 
sor, getting ready to type in a letter. Rather than type 
that address in by hand, you access the CardFile acces¬ 
sory, find the proper card and click on the Send but¬ 
ton. CardFile closes itself and sends the address (and 
optionally the phone number) from the current card 
directly into your letter. 

Heck, once you've printed out your letter, you can 
use CardFile to address the envelope. CardFile can't 
fold and stuff the letter, seal the envelope or lick and 
apply the stamp, but it does just about everything else! 
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CardFile also functions as an autodialer, provided 
you have a modem connected to your computer. You 
can dial the Home/Fax or Work numbers. You can set 
the modem to disconnect automatically or just click on 
the Modem Off button after picking up the receiver. 

Three individual dialing prefixes can be set up— 
one for local calls, one for long distance, and a prefix 
for special circumstances, like overseas calls. These 
prefixes, along with a field for your local area code, 
modem baud rate and more, are all set via the Dialing 
Configuration menu. 

Printing 

Whether you wish to print mailing labels, address 
envelopes, create an address book or generate phone 
listings, CardFile can handle the job. The Configura¬ 
tion menu allows you to set such things as horizontal 
and vertical indents and number of lines per page/en¬ 
velope/label. For labels, you also set the number ac¬ 
ross as well as the number of labels vertically per 
sheet. 

Once you've customized the configuration for your 
needs, printing is just a click away. CardFile comes 
with "printer control files" for Epson compatible and 
HP Deskjet printers. You can, if needed, create your 
own printer control file. 

One nice touch when printing phone lists or ad¬ 
dress books is the Chapter option. Selecting Chapter 
On generates the printout separated alphabetically by 
starting letter of the Last Name field (or Company 
field if no last name is present). 

Calendar/Agenda 

So far, we've only discussed CardFile's ability to 
keep track of addresses. CardFile also has a rather nice 
appointment calendar feature. While not as full-feat¬ 
ured as some stand-alone calendar program/accessor¬ 
ies, CardFile's appointment calendar is quite useful. 

The Calendar window displays one month at a 


time, with the date displayed in the upper left comer 
of each day's box. If you have any appointments 
scheduled, the box also shows the total number of ap¬ 
pointments for that day, then breaks them into the 
number of AM and PM appointments. 

To select a specific day, you can single click on the 
box. If you wish to view the appointments scheduled 
for that day, you can either double click on the day or 
select the Agenda option. 

From the Agenda menu, you have a number of op¬ 
tions. You can scroll through the calendar by day, 
week, month or from appointment to appointment. 
You can also print your agenda, giving you a daily or 
weekly "To Do" list. 

To enter an appointment, you simply select the 
Make option, then enter the time (AM, PM or none) 
and a one-line description. 

CardFile can also be set to remind you of upcoming 
appointments. This feature only works when the pro¬ 
gram is first run or the accessory is first loaded. It will 
not, for instance, tell you at 4PM that you have an ap¬ 
pointment an hour later unless you booted CardFile 
up at 4PM. Unfortunately, this is true of nearly all ap¬ 
pointment calendar programs. 

One thing that is missing from the appointment 
calendar that I would personally like to see added is 
the ability to define standing appointments, ones that 
happen each and every month, settable either by spe¬ 
cific date or by day (such as the 2nd Friday of each 
month). Other than that, I can find little fault with this 
part of the program. 

Miscellaneous 

In all, CardFile 3 supports up to 2,500 cards per ad¬ 
dress book and up to 500 appointments, with up to 12 
appointments per day. The program uses about 80K of 
memory, with an additional 20K (or more if you so 
desire) for its address cards. The calendar can display 
any month between 1986 and 2999. 

Users of NeoDesk 3 get the 
added benefit of being able to use 
CardFile as a NeoDesk Accessory. 
This allows you to place a CardFile 
icon directly on the desktop and 
open the accessory by double-click¬ 
ing the icon. Plus, you can drag any 
CardFile address data file to the 
icon to open CardFile and auto¬ 
matically load that data file. 

CardFile 3 is an excellent ad¬ 
dress book with some very useful 
appointment calendar functions as 
an added bonus. When used as a 
desk accessory, CardFile's ability to 
interface with your favorite word 
processor or other GEM-based soft¬ 
ware is a big plus. 

This feature alone makes it well 
worth the $39.95 retail price. 
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• DTP RESOURCE • 


These samples of EPS 
clipart are from Volume 2 
of the Clipables collection 
of over 600 professionally 
drawn images. 

Volume 2 contains im¬ 
ages placed into several 
categories. Categories in¬ 
clude: Maps, Portfolio, 
Sports and Transporta¬ 
tion. 

Clipables can be pur¬ 
chased from Computer 
Safari, 606 W. Cross, 
Woodland, CA, 95659 or 
phone (916) 666-1813. 
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AIM Mac/Spectre 
Disk^f the Month 


Each AIM Mac/Spectre Disk of 
the Month is a double-sided disk 
packed with some of the best PD 
and Shareware programs available 
each month. The disks are avail¬ 
able in either Macintosh or Spectre 
formats. All files are self-extracting 
archives. Just double click to ex¬ 
tract! 

Here is a short description of 
the files contained on the February 
'92 Mac/Spectre Disk of the 
Month: 

Blender —Blender DA calculates 
the minimum number of steps nec¬ 
essary to produce a smooth transi¬ 
tion between two colors in a Post¬ 
Script blend, based on screen fre¬ 
quency, output resolution, and 
CMYK percentages of the end 
colors. Perfect for users of Free¬ 
hand or Illustrator. 

Cribbage —Want to play cribbage 
against the computer? Well, you 
have to be good to beat Precision 
Cribbage’s Advanced mode. 
Beginners can get hints and view a 
histogram of the scoring odds of 
their card choices. Freeware. 

FTF —A working demo of "First 
Things First," an excellent remin¬ 
der/to do INIT from Visionary Soft¬ 
ware. It presents a small floating 
clock/calendar icon that zooms out 
to show your reminder lists. 


JK 


FWPTrans —A shareware transla¬ 
tion utility by Malcolm Taylor for 
converting First Word Plus files (in¬ 
cluding graphics) and .IMG files 
from the Atari ST/TT computer into 
Macintosh formats. 

Gravitation 4.0— This educational 
game allows you to build your own 
solar system. Lets you explore the 
interaction of planetary bodies and 
gravity in a dynamic, visual way. 
Shareware. 

GunShy —GunShy is a version of 
the popular commercial program 
Shanghai, a solitaire game played 
with Mah-Jongg tiles instead of 
cards. In GunShy, the traditional 
tiles have been replaced by Mac 
icons. The game supports color or 
B&W, and the icons are editable. 
Freeware. 

Learning Stack —This HyperCard 
stack helps you discover your 
"learning style." Knowing your 
learning style can help you be a 
better student or employee. Teach¬ 
ers and work superintendents/ 
managers can use this stack to 
better understand and help their 
students or employees. 

QuickB —QuickB DA adds the fast 
CompuServe QuickB file transfer 
capability to almost every terminal 
program. Does both downloads 
and uploads. If you use Compu¬ 
Serve, QuickB DA is almost certain 
to save you money. 


Scruffy —In this delightful arcade- 
style game, you play Scruffy the 
dog. You must get through 10 lev¬ 
els to rescue your girlfriend from 
the Martians. Don’t forget to chomp 
down on those doggie bones, too! 
Great sound effects and animation. 

SuperCon 1.1a —A conversion 
program written primarily for Su- 
perPaint, SuperConverter 1.1a has 
lots of general purpose graphic 
conversion features. Converts Las- 
erBit, TIFF and ThunderScan doc¬ 
uments/graphics to TIFF, EPS, 
LaserBit or ThunderScan docu¬ 
ments/graphics. 


Readers can purchase this disk 
by sending $6 ($5+$l s/h) to 
Unicorn Publications, 3487 
Braeburn Circle, Ann Arbor, MI 
48108. Please specify the February 
'92 Mac/Spectre Disk and which 
format when ordering. 
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All files on this disk are self- 
extracting archives created with 
Double Click's Self-Extracting 
ARC program DC SEA! Simply 
double click the files. Then, click 
on Extract and select the drive/ 
folder to which you want the ex¬ 
tracted files saved. Click on Ver¬ 
bose to get a list of the files in each 
archive or Exit to abort. 

Here's a short description of the 
files on the February '92 disk. For 
more complete docs, see the text 
files contained in most of these ar¬ 
chives. 

BAKTRACK.APP—An automatic backup utility 
for user’s of Tracker/ST. Quickly backup those im¬ 
portant data files without copying unneeded files. 
Freeware courtesy of Step Ahead and WizWorks. 
Written by Chet Walters. 

CAPTHOOK.APP— Captain Hook is a shareware 
program that allows you to "unhook" resident pro¬ 
grams to eliminate interference with other pro¬ 
grams. It is especially useful for eliminating con¬ 
flicts with MIDI programs, but will help with almost 
any kind of program conflict. Written by John 
Eidsvoog. 

CLPBOARD.APP— The Atari Clipboard Configur¬ 
ation CPX from Software Development Systems 
lets you manipulate files stored to the Atari Clip¬ 
board. View IMG, TXT and .XIC files, plus a few 
other new features. Freeware. Requires 
XCONTROLACC. 

FBIT.APP— Set Fastload bit on executable files, 
ACCs, hidden or system files, programs and even 
accessories you have renamed to ACX Searches 
all folders on an entire disk or hard drive partition. 
NOTE: Setting the Fastload bit speeds up pro¬ 
gram loading under TOS 1.04 or higher. 

FFU.APP— Checks to see if your TT or SST 
board has an MC68882 math co-processor 
present If it is, FFU tests its effectiveness. 

FPUJTEST.APP- Utilities to test if a MC68881 
math co-processor is installed (e.g. on the AD- 
SpeedST board or the Atari SFP004 Math Copro¬ 
cessor board). Tests co-processor’s effectiveness. 

KAOSDESK.APP— KAOS Desk 2.01 is a German 
desktop replacement with many features. An icon 
editor and lots of icons are included. The program 
and all docs are in English. 


MSPYDEMO.APP— Demo version of Code- 
Head’s MIDI Spy—the unique MIDI sequencer 
that records and plays in the background! MIDI 
Spy is always ready to record—just play a note on 
your MIDI instrument and MIDI Spy goes into ac¬ 
tion. It can also play a list of pre-recorded MIDI 
files while you use your computer for other things. 

OUTBURST.APP— Demo of OutBurST, a pro¬ 
gram that reduces the time it takes PageStream to 
output to HP LaserJet and Deskjet printers. Print¬ 
ing time for a full page with an HP HIP and 
AdSpeed is about 19 seconds compared to 47 
seconds with FPPRNT or 300 seconds with TOS 
1.4 alone. Demo version good for 3/4 of a page of 
output. Info for fully functional version included. 

PGSCAL92.APP— 1992 Calendar for Page- 
Stream 2.1. All twelve months for 1992, using all 
stock fonts. Next month preview on each page. 

SAT402.APP—Satellite tracking program version 
4.02. Many options are provided for amateur radio 
satellite use or in visually observing satellites. In¬ 
formation is included where orbital data can be ob¬ 
tained from. Takes advantage of math co¬ 
processor if you have it, but one is not required. 
ST/Mega/TT compatible. 

STDCAT50.APP— STDCat 5.0 disk cataloging 
program. Lots of new features including ability to 
catalog hard drives and improved catalog han¬ 
dling. Shareware. 

SUPRCARD.APP—Super Card 1.3 is an excel¬ 
lent flexible database from the UK. Lots of options 
and plenty of power. Records are held in memory, 
so the program is very fast. Shareware from 
B.Ware. 

VANTERM4.APP-Version 4.0 of popular Flash- 
like terminal program VanTerm. Supports 
XModem, YModem, CompuServe B, Shadow 
background downloading and more. Latest version 
of DCOPY utility program included. 

ZESTFMT.APP— Disk formatter program done in 
the ZeST style, but for ST medium resolution. 
Supports standard and extended formats on single 
or double sided disks, also verifies. GFA listing in¬ 
cluded, as well as a listing for the ZeST interface 
routines converted to medium resolution. 

Readers can purchase this disk 
from their local AIM Participating 
user group or by sending $6 ($5 + 
$1 S/H) to Unicorn Publications, 
3487 Braebum Circle, Ann Arbor, 
MI 48108. Please specify the Feb¬ 
ruary '92 ST disk when ordering. 


We also have a special February 
'92 ST Games disk! Here is a short 
description of the files. 

AMMOTRAK.APP— High speed graphic arcade 
racing game. Drive a rocket sled-type vehicle, 
Shoot at targets and drive through them to gain 
speed and fuel Not TT compatible. Color only. 

DNGNLORD.APP— DungeonLord is a new PD 
D&D-type adventure with digitized sounds, excel¬ 
lent graphics and 10 levels to conquer. Color mon¬ 
itor and 1MB of RAM required. 

KLATRIXAPP— Klatrix is a UK shareware game 
that combines the best of Klax and Tetris into one 
game. If you like either of those popular games, 
you’ll love Klatrix Color only. Not TT or Mega/STE 
compatible. 

MAHJONGD.APP—Playable demo version of 
Mah-Jong Solitaire from Cali-Co Superior Soft¬ 
ware. The first five layouts are included. The com¬ 
plete game has 15 layouts. Runs in ST low resolu¬ 
tion. Not TT compatible. 

MAZEAPP— Find your way out of the 3-D maze 
generated by this program. Excellent graphics. 
Options include use of a compass and an "exit 
finder" dial. If you really get lost, you can take a 
peek at the entire maze, including where you are 
in it Another great import from Germany. Built-in 
help is in English. Monochrome only. 

NOIDS100.APP— Latest, possibly final, version of 
Noids. Includes MKNoids, the game creator. 
Works best in ST low rez, but also runs in TT 
medium. MKNoids works in ST low rez only. 
Shareware. 

PUSHBOX.APP— In this mono-only game from 
Germany you must push boxes to designated 
areas without boxing yourself in. Multiple play 
levels. Program is completely in English. 

RREPAIRS.APP—This demo of Robot Repairs 
Inc. from Outland Quest Software lets you play the 
first level of the game. In this arcade-style game 
you work in a robot repair shop, fixing problems 
and squashing bugs against the clock. 

This Games disk is not part of a 
normal ST disk subscription. If you 
are a disk subscriber, the special 
Games disk must be purchased 
separately. Please specify the Feb¬ 
ruary '92 ST Games disk when or¬ 
dering. 
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AIM 

Atari Classic (8-bit) Disk 
February, 1992 



Each AIM 8-bit Disk of the 
Month is a single-sided, single 
density "flippy" packed with soft¬ 
ware. To extract files in the ARC 
format, you need the UNARC 
.COM utility. To decompress files 
with a DCM extension, you need 
DISKCOM3.UTL. Both programs 
are available from most BBSes, 
user groups or you can purchase 
the April/May '91 AIM 8-bit Disk. 

Here's a short description of the 
files on the February '92 8-bit disk: 

SIDE 1 

ANSITERM.ARC—ANSI TERM 
0.2b by Robert Sinclair. A stand¬ 
alone IBM terminal emulation pro¬ 
gram for the Atari 8-bit. Shareware 
beta version. NOTE: This program 
should only be used for connecting 
to ANSI-compatible BBS systems. 
Because the program is in beta 
testing, there are some bugs in this 
software, but ANSI emulation does 
work. 

CARDTRIX.ARC—Maintains a 
database of recipes, magazine ar¬ 
ticles, etc. on 3 x 5 index cards. 
Requires XL/XE and an Epson- 
compatible printer. Written in 
BASIC. 

BULLET.ARC—Can’t get enough 
of the Coor’s Lite theme song? 
Here’s a nice little graphics/music 
demo to help you get your fix. 
Don’t forget to sing along! 


JR1.ARC—JR Games Collection 
#1! BASIC programs in this ARC- 
hive include California Lottery, JR 
Quest and JR Dots. 

MONTANA.ARC—High quality 
strategy solitaire card game. Fea¬ 
tures multiple Undo and Redo, In¬ 
stant Replay, Statistics and more! 
100% assembled machine langu¬ 
age. 

MYJONG.ARC—My Jong by 
Bruce Fish is a version of the Mah- 
Jongg solitaire board game written 
in compiled ACTION. This game 
provides a 3-D perspective and al¬ 
lows several options to tailor the 
game difficulty. An excellent adap¬ 
tation of a very addictive game. 


SIDE 2 

BROWSER.ARC—A hard drive 
menu program and a WHOLE lot 
more. Browser can display picture 
files, play digitized ASP sounds 
and much more. Great for cleaning 
up your HD directories. Very much 
like the menu programs that run on 
bigger—but not necessarily bet¬ 
ter—personal computers. Written 
by Tom Hunt. 


WEDG21.ARC—Latest upgrade of 
Ed Bachman's superb WEDGE for 
SpartaDOS 3.2d. Adds 20 very 
useful commands to SpartaDOS 
such as PEEK/POKE, DEC/HEX, 
READ, WHAT (file type), RENDIR 
(rename dir), VIEW (arc files), 
PURGE (prompted ERASE), FIND, 
ez FORMAT (ala SDX), and much 
more. Hooks to external files in ex¬ 
tended memory, plus Resident 
MIO commands. Requires XE or 
XL with at least 128K of RAM 
(‘stock* XE will lose ramdisk). 

XYMODEM.ARC—Extremely use¬ 
ful program for sysops of BASIC 
BBSes. Written by Trent Dudley in 
1987 (author of Amodem 7.50), the 
BASIC code in this ARC allows for 
transfer of files using either XMo- 
dem or YModem. It can transmit or 
receive files; the subroutines are in 
clean machine code and they are 
FAST. Turn screen off during block 
I/O for even faster transfers. Easily 
modified for YModem Batch. 

Readers can purchase this disk 
from the local AIM participating 
user group or by sending $6 ($5 
+$1 s/h) to Unicorn Publications, 
3487 Braebum Circle, Ann Arbor, 
MI 48108. Please specify the Feb. 
'92 8-bit Disk when ordering. 
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AM Subscription Form 


Name: 


Address: 
City:_ 


Zl P/Postal Code: 


State/Country: 

Phone: 


Please enter my subscription for 
I] One Year (12 issues) 


| Two Years (24 issues) 


Subscription Rates: US 3rd Class — $18 for 1 year, $32 for 2 years 
US 1 st Class — $36 for 1 year, $50 for 2 years 
Canadian — $42 for 1 year, $70 for 2 years 
Foreign — $48 for 1 year, $80 for 2 years 
Please make check or money order payable in US funds to Unicorn 
Publications, 3487 Braeburn Circle, Ann Arbor, Ml 48108. 


I wish to receive your Disk of the Month. I am an AIM subscriber. 
| | ST/Mega (12 double-sided disks) — $50 
Mac/Spectre (12 DS disks) — $50 

□ Atari 8-bit (12 SS/SD 'Hippies”) — $50 

Sign me up for your Disk of the Month only. I am not an AIM 
subscriber. 

O ST/Mega (12 double-sided disks) —$60 
| | Mac/Spectre (12 DS disks) —$60 

□ Atari 8-bit (12 SS/SD “flippies") — $60 


Curat of tha Azura Bonds 
Dragon's Lair U 
Tai 


MultiGEM 


Right os Target 
«, Um aaS QraphtcwVMso 
Eight EUts of Atari HWoty 
Text Pro Macro* 
THAMX, Oavat 


Your Connection to the 
Atari User’s Community 

Supporting Atari 8-bit and 
ST/Mega/TT computers 


User Groups! Become a Participating Club 
and get AIM for only 50c per member! 
Call (313) 973-8825 for details 
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Alamo Area Atari User Association 


Atari S I /Mciza Users of Montreal 


Champaitin-IJrhana S I User (iroup 


PO Box 79-1426 

San Antonio, TX 78279 

A1 Sherrill (512) 492-6633 


Austin AC I 


305 Meadow Creek Dr. 
Round Rock, TX 78664 
Chris Davis (512) 388-1974 


Albuquerque AC I 


1021 Sagebrush Trail SE 
Albuquerque, NM 87123 
Richard Houser (505) 299-3977 

KWWBBBSHMWllHWIHiaM 

PO Box 1172 

Winter Park, FL 32790 

Hadley Nelson (407) 671-0317 


Atari C Tubs oil Denver 


PO Box 24064 

Denver, CO 80224 

Guy McDaniels (303) 238-2366 


AC C' ol I I Paso Texas 


245 Longhorn Court 
El Paso, TX 79907 
Steve Bruck 


AC C Uncomp.' Suburban Sacramento 


PO Box 1354 
Sacramento, CA 95812 
Bob Drews (916) 423-1573 


AC X) of Toledo 


4487 289th 

Toledo, OH 42611 

Dave Micka (419) 729-1891 


AC L ol St. Louis 


PO Box 3508 

St. Louis, MO 63143 

Dick Pederson (314) 644-7168 


Atari Computer Owners ol Rochester NY 


PO Box 23676 
Rochester, NY 14692 
Don Allis (716) 293-3415 


PO Box 966, Station B 
Montreal, PQ H3B3K5 CANADA 
Kest Carter-Morgan (514) 272-6631 

l lWJMM l iU Ifl 

PO Box 4637 

Santa Clara, CA 95054 

Rob Kaczanowski (408) 946-2271 

ItliiWII 

5822 5th Terrace S. 

Birmingham, AL 35212 
Alan Brewster (205) 591-9906 


Bakersfield ACL 


PO Box 40203 
Bakersfield, CA 93384 
Tim Hobbs (805) 837-2726 


Bournemouth and Poole AUG 


248 Wimbome, Oakdale 
Poole, Dorset BH1S 3EF 
ENGLAND 
Colin Hunt 

umsmmmsa 

151 Todds Rd. #240 
Lexington, KY 40509 
Hal Nason (606) 269-8989 


Bullalo Region Atari Group lor Sis 


PO Box 1035 

Buffalo, NY 14225 

Mark Pierro (716) 691-7844 


Cascade ACL 


PO Box 6161 
Jackson, MI 49204 


Cookeville ACT 


280 Capshaw Drive 
Cookeville, TN 38501 
Dan Hale (615) 526-8002 


C entral Connecticut Computer Club 


127 Pinnacle Rd. 

Bristol, CT 06010 

Rich Scheidel (203) 589-3738 


PO Box 3442 
Champaign, IL 61820 
Lee Johnson (217) 356-7916 


C uyahoga Valley AC C 


PO Box 9173 

Akron, OH 44305 

Don Crano (216) 376-7618 


Diablo AC T 


c/o J. Dickerson, PO Box 673 

Diablo, CA 94528 

Dan Howlett (510) 827-3805 


Lastside AUG 


2425 Crislisa Dr. 

Alton, IL 62002 
Hank Vize (618) 465-0342 

wmsssEmm 

PO Box 5121 

Spokane, WA 99205 

Tim Osborne (509) 624-1917 


Port Leavenworth Atari Group 


PO Box 3233 

Fort Leavenworth, KS 66021 
Jeff Yoe (913) 682-2883 


Fresno Reg. Atari C omputer User Support 


2167 Richart Ave. 

Clovis, CA 93712 

Tom Hancock (209) 885-2817 

HEH3I3SS9SB9 

55 Herring St. 

Galesburg, IL 61401 
Russ Watson (309) 343-6609 

624 Dickinson SE 
Grand Rapids, MI 49507 
Rick Harris 

\msanmmsa 

2508 San Jacinto 
Beaumont, TX 77701 
Carl Neblett (409) 755-6535 


Atari C omp. Owners Resource Network 


Central Delaware ACC 


Houston AC T 


3627 Iowa Court 3117 Walnut St. 

Fort Wayne, IN 46815 Dover, DE 19901 

Ken Helms Tom Baldwin 


PO Box 460212 
Houston, TX 77056 
Bill Kithas (713) 855-0815 


Atari Computer Users NL l work 


2662 E. Nob Hill Dr. SE 
Salem, OR 97302 
Ron Purdy (503) 588-7509 

IM1M 

317 Norbourn Blvd 
Louisville, KY 40207 
Lawrence Estep (812) 944-8997 


Atari Federation 


PO Box 5367 

Vandenberg AFB, CA 93437 
Phil Rominger (805) 736-7147 


Box 511 

Delmar, NY 12054 

Bob Thompson (518) 439-5356 

BsmaBssssEsazDEia 

PO Box 6824 

Bend, OR 97708 

Aaron Leis (503) 388-7516 


C alumet Region Atari Group 


PO Box 10995 
Merrillville, IN 46411 
Jeff Coe (219) 663-5117 


PO Box 710 

Clementon, NJ 08021 

Mike Hopkins (609) 783-1423 


Kent AUG 


153 Oxley Dr. Chatham, 

Ontario N7L4R3 CANADA 
Channel One Comp. (519) 351-0760 

3897 S. 2275 W. 

Roy, UT 84067-3515 
Irwin Brooks (801) 731-1516 
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I .v hil' Island At J( 


Ports AC I 


Southcentral Pennsylvania AC I 


PO Box 92 

Islip, NY 11751 

John Aalto (516) 589-6754 


Montieal Alan C lub Alan de Montre'al 


PO Box 5418, St. Laurent, 
PQ H4L4Z9 CANADA 
Terry Cowen (514) 696-3773 


Michigan AC I 


PO Box 2785 
Southfield, MI 48037 
Ted Newkumet 


Memphis Atari Systems 1 lobbyists 


3265 Austin Peay Hwy. 
Memphis, TN 38128 
Randy McKinna (901) 388-3384 


Mid Ohio AIK. 


PO Box 134 
Ontario, OH 44862 
Chuck Steinman (419) 529-2478 
after 5PM 


Middle (iA AUCi 


115 Feagin Mill Rd. 
Warner Robins, GA 31088 
Pete Miller (912) 328-8758 


Midwest S I ar 


1107 W. 88th St. 

Kansas City, MO 64114 
Gary Leach (913) 236-9643 


Nmain Atari Personal ( omputer ()rgan 


642 E. Waring Ave. 

State College, PA 16801 
Greg Brown (814) 238-4255 


Nashs die AlJ( j 


PO Box 121752 
Nashville, TN 37221 
Walt Sullivan (615) 228-7353 


Vita>nal C apital AIK» 


15 Blueridge Court 
Nepean, Ontario K2J 2J3 
CANADA 

Hardy Zeltins (613) 825-4196 


(Jmaha AC I .s 


PO Box 723 

Papillion, NE 68046 

Pete Killian (402) 592-5427 


()l Hackers AIK i 


3376 Ocean Harbor Dr. 
Oceanside, NY 11572 
Alex Pignato (516) 678-6081 


Pikes Peek and Poke AC I 


PO Box 17779 

Colorado Springs, CO 80935-7779 
Rick Reaser (719) 380-8082 


Pi>iHand Atari C lub 


PO Box 1692 
Beaverton, OR 97005 
David Hunt (503) 286-6276 


4835 Crosley Ave. 

Duluth, MN 55804-1219 
Tracy Hendershot (218) 525-1058 


Philadelphia AC S. Atari N-bil SKi 


Box 312, LaSalle Univ. 
Philadelphia, PA 19141 
Alice Christie 


PHoenix Area S I 


PO Box 56413 

Phoenix, AZ 85079 

Wayne Myers (602) 264-5737 


Rockford AC C ’ 


5430 N. 2nd St. 

Loves Park, IL 61111 


Rush more AC I 


9512-A Adams 
Ellsworth AFB, SD 57706 
Rick Burton (605) 642-5353 


KBIHWaSMia 


4360 Hunters Club Dr. 


Raleigh, NC 27606 

Lewis Midyette (919) 828-4319 


Rattlesnake AC I 


Box 364 

Frenchtown, MT 59834 
Tom Tucker (406) 626-4410 


Real Atari Maniacs 


PO Box 112 
Camarillo, CA 93011 
Timothy McCoy (805) 482-4988 


Spectrum Atari Group ol I tie 


PO Box 10562 

Erie, PA 16514-0562 

Dennis McGuire (814) 833-4724 


PO Box 1342 

Sault Ste. Marie, MI 49783 
Roger Aube (705) 759-3922 


S I Atari League of San Antonio 


PO Qtf)x 18731 

San Antonio, TX 78218-0731 
Kyle Miller (512) 945-9469 

PO Box 72266 
Roselle, IL 60172 
Alvin Riesbeck 

ESDBBS9SSU 

PO Box 900076 

San Diego, CA 92190 

Michael Bergman (619) 558-7866 


South Past Valley Atari Connection 


PO Box 662 
Chandler, AZ 85224 
Marc Dyer (602) 897-0314 


PO Box 11446 
Harrisburg, PA 17108 
John Slade (717)938-3656 


Sacramento S I User Group 


PO Box 214892 
Sacramento, CA 95821 
Mark Warner (916) 344-8320 


Saginaw/Tri-Cities Atari User Group 


4765 N. Eastman Rd. 

Midland, MI 48640 

Bryant LaFreniere (517) 835-2234 


ST Atari North Coast Enthusiasts 


1174 Larkspur Dr. 

Lyndhurst, OH 44124 
Joseph Adato (216) 449-6881 


S I Atari Resource 


329 Sumter Drive 
Belleville, IL 62221 
Dennis Guthrie (618) 235-7871 


ST Atlanta Roundtable 


3069 N. Brook Rd. 

Chamblee, GA 30341 
Rick Ostapower (404) 487-4845 

Mmmmnij 

2312 Ironstone Dr. E. 

Jacksonville, FL 32216 
S. Michael Hallack (904) 646-0567 


S I Atari Road Runners 


15 John St. 

Ansonia, CT 06401 
Madelon Wilson (203) 735-6711 


S I Users Network 


PO Box 27285 

Salt Lake City, UT 84127 

Randy Larsen (801) 967-0209 


Salinas Valiev AC 'I 


672 Romie Lane 

Salinas, CA 93901 

Gary Klugman (408) 758-4894 


Southwest Washington Atari Group 


PO Box 1515 
Vancouver, WA 98668 
Allan Coker 


1 inker AC I 


16564 SE 18th 

Choctaw, OK 73020 

Ron Hamilton (405) 387-5649 


Thunder Bay Atari S I Enthusiasts 


185 Varsity Row 
Thunder Bay, Ontario P7B 5P2 
CANADA 
Neville Denetto 


The Educators' Atari C lub 


PO Box 1024 
Laytonville, CA 95454 
Pete Loeser (707) 984-8048 
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cstmorcland Atari Computer Urg. 


230 Clairmont St. 

North Huntingdon, PA 15642 
Patty Marshall (412) 225-8637 


Washtenaw AU(i 


42047 Hanford 

Canton, MI 48187 

Craig Harvey (313) 971-8576 


Windsor AlJCi 


3199 McKay Ave. 

Windsor, Ontario N9E 2R4 
CANADA 

Brian Cassidy (519) 966-0305 


Western NY AUCi 


PO Box 59 
Buffalo, NY 14216 



P.O.Box 6672 Jacksonville, Florida 32205-6672 
Tech Support: 904-783-3319 * Order Line 800-562-4037 
BBS: 904-786-4176 24hrs 12-96bps * FAX: 904-783-3319 

HARD DISK SYSTEMS TO FIT EVERY BUDGET 
These are COMPLETE units ready to run! 

WITH ICD’S ADSCSI PLUS HOST! 


Model 

Description 

Autopark 

Price 

SGN3038 

51Mb 28ms 

3.5“ 

Y 

479.00 

SGN6277 

65Mb 28ms 

5.25“ 

Y 

519.00 

SGN1296 

85Mb 28ms 

5.25“ 

Y 

549.00 

SGN2055 

105Mb 19ms 

3.5“ 

Y 

649.00 

SGN6277 

120Mb 24ms 

3.5“ 

Y 

789.00 

SGN1296 

168Mb 15ms 

3.5“ 

Y 

1019.00 


SEAGATE, QUANTUM, SYQUEST, MAXTOR 

SHIPPING A HANDLING INCL for COMPLETE UNITS! 

(UPS Blue Label) 

SYQUEST 44MB (#555) "ABCOFILE 44" 

COMPLETE SYSTEM ONLY $645.00 
EXTRA CARTS: $74.50 - DRIVE MECH ONLY: $349.95 

SYQUEST 44MB & HARD DRIVE COMBINATIONS 
Svquest 44 Model |5S5] and the following hard drives 

50mb SQG51 $ 939.00 <-> 105mb SQM05 $1059.00 

LOWBOY - STANDARD ■ DUAL BLOWER CABINETS 
CUSTOM CONFIGURATIONS AVAILABLE 

Only a sampling of the systems available. 

Prices reflect various cabinet/power supply configurations 
(over sixty configurations are available) 

NO REPACKS OR REFURBS USED! 

SLM 804 Toner Kit: $42.95 - SLM 605 Toner KU:$26.95 
SLM 804 Toner Starter Kit: $59.95 
NEW SLM 804 Drum: $18935 - SLM 605 Drum: $139.95 
(Other drums and toner kits available , Call for Info) 

AQCO now offers The Fabulous 1040 and Mega STe Computers! 

CALL FOR PRICES AND CUSTOM CONFIGURATIONS! 

QUANTITY & USERGROUP DISCOUNTS AVAILABLE 
DEALERS and DISTRIBUTORS WANTED 


ifZEmmi T m 


ORDER YOUR NEW UNIT TODAY! 

CALL: 1-800-562-4037 CALL: 1-904-783-3319 
ORDERS ONLY Customer Service 

10am-6pm EST Tues. - Sat. 



ABCO Computers 

63 

(800) 562-4037 

American Techna-Vision 

43 

(800)551-9995 
Application and Design 

52 

(800) 800-2563 

Atari Explorer 

45 

B&C ComputerVisions 

41 

(408) 986-9960 

Branch Always Software 

60 

(206) 885-5893 

Canoe Computer Services 

52 

(403) 461-6903 

Carter Graphics & Computers 

21 

(801) 628-6111 

Clear Thinking 

22 

(313) 971-8671 

CodeHead Software 

22 

(213) 386-5735 
CompuServe 

5 

(800) 848-8199 

Computer Software Services 

1 

(716) 586-5545 

D&P Computer Supply 

Ins. Front 

(800) 535-4290 

Double Click Software 

48 

(713) 977-6520 

Fair Dinkum Technologies 

25 

(505) 662-7236 

Fouch Software 

39 

(814) 455-1294 

Gribnif Software 

9,13,31 

(413) 584-7887 

JMG Software 

19 

(416) 575-3201 

MacDonald Associates 

48 

(403) 461-6903 

Oak Spring Software 

54 

(604) 597-5775 

Pal Publishing 

31 

(209) 456-1668 

Rimik Enterprises 

Back Cover 

(619)630-1217 

Rising STar Computers 

64 

(800) 252-2787 

Run PC 

14 

(800) 326-2344 

Software Infinity 

29 

(814) 238-7967 

Software Spectrum 

57 

(908)561-8777 

STerling Connection 

18 

(800) 624-2355 

Team Computers 

25 

(313) 445-2983 

Toad Computers 

26,27 


(800) 448-8623 











Rising Star Computers §8 


WX 


ATARr 


ORDERS 800-252-2787 ★ INFO 513-254-3160 * FAX 513-254-7970 




Blackjack Plus 3.., 
Blackjack (Basic) 


,37 

,18 


New Games For Your ST! 

Armour-Geddon ....$37 Gods!.$34 Powermonger.$44 Stormball.$31 

Grem Crazy.37 Predator II.37 Switchblade II.36 

Hard DriviiV II.37 Railroad Tycoon.40 Their Finest Hour ....45 

Sarakon.37 TOKI .37 

Immortal.37 Sim City/Populous...42 Ultima V.39 

Jack Niclaus Golf.... 35 Space Ace.37 War Zone.37 

Champion of Raj.37 KingsQuest4.39 SpaceQuest3.31 Xenomorph.31 

Chaos Strikes Back.25 Leaving Teramis.27 

Curse Azure Bonds. 45 Legend of Faerghail 27 

Darkman.37 Legend of Sir Fred ..31 


Blood Wych.37 Hillsfar.34 

Captive.37 

Cartographer.12 


Defender II.29 

DISC.37 

Dragonflight.39 

Dragons Lair II.37 

Drakkhen.39 

Dungeon Master.25 

DM Editor.17 

DM Hint Book.10 

DM Hint Disk.14 

Eco Phantoms.37 

Elvira.44 

Empire 2.05.37 

England Soccer.37 

F-15 Strike Eagle II .45 
F-19 Stealth Fighter 43 

F40 Pursuit.29 

Falcon.34 

Falcon Disk #2.19 


Leisure Suit Larry 3.39 
Lemmings.33 


Productivity 

1st Word Plus.$72 LDW Power.$112 

Calamus.139 Mailing Mngr ST ....42 

Card File 3.27 Mug Shot.27 


A Star Returns... 

Two special people deserve recognition. The 
first is my sister, Sherry. She has done all the 
shipping, every night for the last year, despite 
having a full time job during the day. The second, 
my friend Ginger. She's makes Rising Star shine, 
she takes most of the orders and keeps it 
running smoothly. Neither Sherry or 
* Tr Ginger know about their sudden fame, 
^ a PP ears - K s m V wa V °f 
t Bi lll saying thanks and welcome back 


Douglas Hodson, Owner 



Lords of Chaos.$37 

Ml Tank Platoon.42 

Fighter Bomber.38 Maupiti Island.40 


Fight Bomber Disk ..24 

Flight Of Intruder 39 

Fools Errand.37 


Megatraveler 1.37 

Metal Mutants.38 

Midwinter II.45 


Cleanup ST.$24 Multi Desk Deluxe. $32 

CodeHead Util 4.0 ...22 Multi GEM.74 

DC Data Diet.40 Neodesk III.52 

DCShower.19 Pagestream 2.10 .. 189 

DC Utilities 2.0.25 Phasar4.0.59 

Diamond Back II.37 Replica (NEW).18 


Frenetic.37 Mig-29M Super.53 GFA Basic 3.6.122 Tracker ST 3.0.54 

Full Count Baseball. 26 Populous.37 Hard Disk Sentry.33 Word Flair II.99 

Glactic Empire.37 Pop. Promised Land19 Image Cat2.0.$26 Word Perfect.169 


WE CARRY OVER 2000 TITLES, CALL IF YOU DON’T SEE IT! 


Trade Up! 

If you own a 520 or 1040ST consider 
trading up to an STE! They're really 
fast and fun. Call us or better yet call 
< me , Doug , and let me tempt ya! ^ 

Calamus Specials 

Fora limited time you can get Calamus 
Desktop Publisher for the ST for only 
$129 with any purchase! To sweeten 
the deal, if you purchase an STe from 
us } get Calamus for only $119! 


Recycled STs! 

520 ST....$119 SMI24.$89 

^040 ST..$229 SCI224 ..$229 J 

Limited Quantity!^ 

ATARI 

SLM804 
Laser! 

$759 



Atari Computers! 




Atari STE 512K $349 

Atari STE 1MB $399 

Atari STE 2MB $499 

Atari STE 4MB $599 

Atari Mega STE's $Call 

Monitors 

Atari SC1435 (Color) $359 

Atari SM124 (Mono) $156 

Conquest Drives 


HARD DRIVES! 

* LAST ACCESS 
EFFICIENT DESIGN 
' QUALITY PARTS 
GUARANTEED 


Conquest 85 MB HD $529 
Conquest 44 MB Cart. $639 

Floppy Drives 

Atari SF314 (DS/DD) $169 
Master 3S (Double Sided) $129 

Accelerators! 

1CD AdSpeed STE $249 

1CD AdSpeed ST/Mega $239 

Sea n ners/Digi tizers 

VIDI-ST RGB Color $109 
MIGRAPH Hand Scanner $269 

Rodents 

Atari Mouse $44 

Golden Image Mouse $37 

Disks, etc. 

3.5" Blank Disks 49<t 

3.5" Disk Labels (500) $8 

Disk Label Maker (DLM) $12 
DLM w/500 Disk Labels $18 


NEW REPLICA 

IF YOU COPY DISKS, YOU 
NEED THIS PROGRAM! 


MAILING MANAGER ST 

11 IF. M( )ST VERSATILE MAILING 
SYSTEM WLVLSF.EN! 

DEMO DISK ONLY 50C 


Mail Orders To: P.O. Box 20038 


Dayton, OH 45420 

WRITE FOR FREE CATALOG. If ordering by mail, rail ahead to get totals. No extra charge for credit card orders APO & 
FPO Ohio residents add 6.5% sales tax Returns subject to 20% restocking fee Defectives require return autl ization mmber 
for repair or replacement Prices and availability subject to change without notice. We accept VISA, MusterOr i and Discover. 

ORDERING HOURS: Mon-Fri, lOAM - 9PM * ORDER STATUS HOURS: Mon-Fri, 6Pi .-vPM. 


DON’T FORGET YOUR FREE COFFEE MUG WITH ANY ORDER OVER $400! 








































































































































Arabesque Professional is a complete Bitmap and 
Vector based illustration program. It allows you to 
create, import, edit, and save graphics in the two 
standard computer formats, Bitmap and Vector. 




Features include: 

• Easy to use, icon-driven, pop-up menus. 

• Edit up to 20 drawing pages in memory. 

• Draw points, lines, Bezier polygons, B-splines, 
circles, ellipses, arcs, 2D/3D, and rectangles (with or 
without rounded corners) in Bitmap or Vector mode. 

• Choose from various line end styles, thicknesses, 
drawing modes, etc. 

• 108 different fill patterns, edit your own or use an 
image block. 

• Block operations (rectangle or arbitrary shape) 
including: cut, paste, mirror, rotate, bend, increase 
contrast, contour, smooth, enlarge, save and load. 

• Outputs to 9- and 24-pin dot matrix, “Bubblejet”, as 
well as Atari and HP laser printers. 

• All functions operate rapidly in magnification mode. 

• A complete UNDO feature. 

• Load and save various graphic types including IMG, 
IFF, Degas, NeoChrome, Doodle, Calamus CVG, 
GEM/3 and Arabeque’s own compressed formats. 

• Configurable “spray can” feature. 

• Complete selection of drawing inodes, including: 
replace, XOR, AND, transparent, reverse, and more. 

• Easily convert Vector graphics to Bitmap graphics, 
with optional use of gray scales. 

• Fully illustrated manual. 



Arabesque is a trademark of Shift GmbH. 

All other trademarks belong to their respective holders. 
Ad copyright © 1991 by Gribnif Software. 

All Rights Reserved. 


Arabesque is also a program with an incredible 
amount of attention to detail. Its speed will amaze 
you, while its ease of use will astound you! 

Arabesque is compatible with all Atari computers. 

It supports large display screens, like the Moniterm. 
Requires at least / megabyte of RAM and a mono¬ 
chrome monitor. 


GRIBNIF SOFTWARE 

P.O. Box 350 • Hadley, MA 01035 • USA 
Tel: (413) 584-7887 • FAX (413) 584-2565 






































At Last! A Graphic Editor That Runs as a Desk Accessory 



Save as... 

Hide Tools 
Show Infornation 
Save Preferences 


Menor; 


File View Options 


About 


Load 


Inage 


Quick 


Save 
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DTPaint 

New Version 1.5 


A POWER PACKED graphic 
editor that has the tools 
professionals need to created 
and edit graphic artwork. 
"MAC" like features such as 
"LASSO" and "JACKKNIFE" 
that make cutting out pieces of 
clip art a breeze. DTPaint has 
all of the basic tools and many 
advanced tools like; Bezier 
Curves, Jack Knife, Lasso, 
Pie, Polygon and more. 
DTPaint Supports IMG, 
Degas, Degas Elite, Mae 
Paint and Monochrome IFF 
and PCX picture files. 


Because DTPaint runs as a Desk Accessory, you can use it while you are running other programs. DTPaint works great 
with Desk Top Publishing programs like Calamus, PageStream, Fleet Street Publisher, Timeworks Publisher and many 
more. DTPaint will allow you to edit graphic files without leaving your DTP program. If you need a very powerful and 
easy-to-use graphic editor, DTPaint is for you! 

Only <t4Q QS 

^Requires a Monochrome Monitor J ^ 


Special Offer! DTPaint and a Beetle Mouse for only $79.95 


BEETLE /MOUSE 

The Beetle Mouse is an ultra fast and highly accurate 
mouse that is ergonomically designed to fit your hand. 

Its light weight allows you to effortlessly glide it across 
any mouse pad. The Beetle Mouse has a resolution of 320 
dpi and is backed by a one year warranty. Includes a FREE 
mouse pad and Tom Thumb stand. . . _ ^ 

Regularly $49.95 Special $39.95 

DTPaint and Beetle Mouse Only $79.95 



From New Idea Electronic Co., LTD. 


Get a Working Model of DTPaint for Only $4.95 


Working Model of DTPaint for only $4.95 

If you would like to see what DTPaint is all about why not take a test drive? We can send you a 
working mod J of DTPaint, with only the Save feature disabled. Just send in a check for $4.95 and 
your return address. We will even pay for the cost of freight! 



.<P 


Call (619) 630-1217 to Order , ask for FREE Catalog! 


re ; Rimik Enterprises 


\ / 


EH 


836 Osborne ST., Vista, Ca., 92084 Tel: (619) 630-1217 Fax:(619) 630-5869 





































































